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I BACKGROUND INFORMATICH OF THE MEETING

1. Objectives, place and date of the Meeting

At the request of the Latin American Centre for Economic and
Social Documentation (CLADES) and the Latin American Institute
" for Economic and Social Planning (ILPES), the Etonomic Commission
for Latin America (CEPAL) convened a Meeting of planning experts
of the region in Santiago to study a proposal containing the
design of the Information System for Planninglin Latin America

and the Caribbean.

The project "Information System for Planning in Latin America
and the Caribbean" was conceived by CiZPAL as aa attempt to establish
adequate machinery for the exchange of experience amnong planning
bodies, and at the same time to promote co-operation among these

institutions.

In view of the maginitude of this uadertaking, the project was
divided into two components, each with its respective co-ordinating
aucleus: the.oiétem for Latin Aﬁerica, for which responsibility
will be assumed. by the Latln Amerlcan Centre for Zconomic and
Social Documentatlon (CLADnS) of CEPAL, and the system for the
Caribbean which w1ll be the respon81b111ty of the Documentatlon
Centre of the CEPAL Offlce in Port of opaln,

The two components of the system, financed in their first
phase by the Iqternational‘ﬁévelopment Résearch Centre (IDRC) of
Canada, are closely 1nterrelated siace they will be using the
same methodology in order to standardlze the procedures and
techniques neCessary to attain their obJectlves, i.e.: the
establishment of a data base contalnlng 1nformat10n on plannlng
documentation on Latln America and the Carlbbeaa ‘produced inside
or outside the region, and the prOV151on ‘0f an expeditious -
service to users thfough the data base. To échieVe this basic
objective, it is necessary to carry out sucoéssive'activities to
strengthen or establish national information infrastructure in the

field of planning, such as advisory and training activitiés.
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Accordingly, the Caribbean Development ,aud Co-operation
_ Comnittee (CDCC) requested CLADES to hold.a course at the
CEPAL Office in Port of bpaln between 28 May and 8 June,

entitled "Training Wornshop for lerary and Informatlon Personnel

in- the Ministries of Planning and Development', which was financed
by the International’ Development Research Centre .(IDRC) of Canada.
" As part of the activities connected with standirdizing

procedures, CLADES was also requested to hold a training course
for.staff of the Caribbean Documentation Centre in Port of Spain
for the organization aad analysis of the documentation produced
by the CEPAL Office 'for 'the: Cdribbean :and by the Caribbean -
Development and Co-operation  Committee (CDCC) om developmeat

planning in the region.
2 'Attendanoeul/

"The following Member States of the Comm1s51on partlclpated
in the Mmeeting: Bollv1a, Braz1l Colombia, Costa Rica,
Domlnlcan Republlc, Guatemala, Jamalca, Mexlco, Peru and
Venezuela Representat1Ves of IDRC of Canada and the CDPAL

ufflce for the Carlbbean attendea as observersa

PR . Py

3. Opening meeting

. Thevgrqup beganvits.workyon the nornrngﬂofjﬁi June with an
informal neeting of repreSentatives.at which the offieers to be
proposed at the flrst plenary sess1on were selectedo_ Thev
suggestlons.ieManatlng from this meeting were approved at the
plenary sessron where the group officially initiated its work.
Mr.vJorge MéndezVMun@évar, Director of ILPES, then made an
opening statementvin whiqh\ne stressed the importance gﬁ .
establishing an Information System for Planning as a mechanigm
for the exchangefpf,ideas and expertence, thus promotrnglnew
fqrms of eq;laboratten withtn:thepeqntext ef horizontal

co—operatron,' He emphasized thatxthe need for an organi;ed.

/information system
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information system for planning was more‘&rgent'than"in‘other fields
in view of the diverse, rich and complex criteria from among which
policies and strategies suited to national needs had to be chosen.
loreover, the emergence of new topics and the adaptation of

science and technology to the particular development needs of

Latin America and the Caribbean reqnired a rapid and pertinent

information mechanism.

The Secretary of the Commission, iir. Jorge Viteri de la Huerta,
then spoke on behalf of the Executive Secretary, dr.
Enrique V. Iglesiass He referred to the context in which the
Information System should operate, taking the eighteenth session
in La Paz as a parameter. He analysed the 33 resolutions adopted
there and divided them iato three_groups; - those related to the
critical exercise of appraisal effected periodically by the
governments, which would serve as a basis for the formulation of
a New Strategy for the Third United Nations Economic and Social
Development Decade; those .dealing with regional or horizontal
co-operation and co-operation among countries; and those
concerning a wide range of heterogeneous toplcs w1th important
common elements for planners, which seek to rat1ona11ze the

resources exlstlng at the natlonal, reglonal and international

. level° He then stressed the role of plannlng in seeklng a new
econom1c and social order, underllnlng the importance of
information for the declslon-manlng process in order to avoid
duplication and ‘achieve an efféctive exchange of éxperience.
He said that in conjunction with the establishment of an
Information System there should be a'politibai“desire‘fori
co-ordination and co-operation among countries. "

v
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‘4. Electlon of offlcers

C e

At the first meeting the followxng offlcers were elected:

‘Chairman: ° ° Aatonio Gonzhlez = (Peru)

Vice-Chairman: - 'Myrtle Hazel  ‘“(Jamaica)

‘Rapporteur: '~ - Luis Porras  (Guatemala)
5. Agenda

‘At the same meeting the following agenda was adopted:

4. Election' of officers ~' %

2." Working mefho&olégy

6. . Documentation -

In order to fulfil the objectives of the meeting, i.e., the
preparation of & final version of the document "Design of an
Information System for Planning in Latin “Afierica and the
Caribbean", a preliminary version of this document prepared by
CLADES and ILPES was' presented= ‘It‘compriSes”fwd’vblhmes with
the follow1ng content: o - '

Vol ﬁ; ‘General descrlptlon of the ”Informatlon System for

»lPlannlng in Latln Amerlca and the Carlbbean"

Vol. 2: Technlcal parameters to be con51dered in the Information
- System; operatlon of the system and 1ts p0551ble short-

medium- and long term products,

Other working and 1nformatlon documents were provided. —/

7o Adoption of the Rapporteur's Report

At the final meeting held on the afterncon of Wednesday..
13th, the group of experts adopted this report of the leeting
together with the decisions and recommendations for the final

document and the Rapporteur's report.

/II. REPCRT BY
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II

REPORT BY THE RAPPCRTLUR

1. Account of proceedings and conclusions ’

Mr. Jorge Viteri de la Huertg, speaking on behalf of the
Executive Secrétary of CEPAL, welcomed the participants and
handed over the chairmanship to Mr. José Antonio Gonzalez.

Mr. Gonzilez thanked thelﬁérticipants for the confidence
they had shown in him by appointing him Chairman of the Meeting.
He then conveyed to them the greetings of the Minister Head
of the National Planning Institute of Peru, who hoped that the

seminar would yield successful results.

The.technical setretariat .of,CLADES briefly. introduced.the
document which it was proposed to use as a basis for the

discussions during the three working days of the Meeting.

This proposal was accepted unanimously and the participanfs
then suggested that - as a working methodology =~: they should
study chapter by chapter each of the proposals contained in the
document entitled "Information System for Planning in Latin
America and the CdfﬁBbean. ffamé of reference for the design
of the system (second vVersion)". Those present then devoted

themselves to the:study of each part of this document.

DEFINITION OF THE SYSTEM ACCORDING TO THE NEEDS OF UsERS. 2

Standard user

This chapter of the working document previously prepared by
CLADES and ILPES was widely discussed by the.participants and
the following decision was.reached as regards to the standard

user:

For the sake of c¢larity, the sub-titles in this document are the

same as those in the basic document, since at the working meetings
each of them was studied with reference always to the original -
sub-title.

/- Since the
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- Since the Information System for Planning came into being:
as an 1nstrument of the System of Co- ordlnatlon and

Co-operation among Plannlng Bodles, the former should be

gulded by the needs of the latter, as for example.

-, Identlfylng 301nt actlon thCh may. be 1ncorporated in.
development plans as a means of co- ordlnatlng activities

that will permlt co- operatlon ‘among plannlng bodles°

Therefore, the systenm should be des;gned;prlmarlly to serve
planning bodies, without excluding the fact that it may

subsequently serve other users.

Limits of the system: type of information tolbe entered

and volume of literature on planning

The participants adopted the following decisions as to
the material to be entered in the system:

(1) Development -plans, programmes and projects,

whether global, regional or sectoral . and budgets;
(2) Technlcal and methodologlcal studles on plannlng,'
(3). Planning documents of a hlstorlcal type, and

(4) Docunents -analysing or providing value judgements
of the nat10na1 plannlng situation in the varlous

countrles, espe01a11y tho°e signed by noted authors.

Within these categories it was suggested that an essential
nucleus of basic information (covered by categories 1 and 2)
should be identified with the ‘dim of.promoting the exchange -
of experience among planning bodies and achieving their

integration.

The item covering priority information .areas. which was not
dealt with in- the worklng document was discussed at the

Meetlng and the follow1ng conclu81on was reached

/-that it is



- . that it is the responsibility of each country to decide
which priority areas should be considered in the selection
of.documents to be entered in the information system which
may not have been‘considered within the aforementioned

basic information nucleus;

- that the countries should suggest to CLADES .the areas
they may each consider to have priority as an input to

the system for the purpose of its future orientation. .

Limits of the system: geographical coverage .-

On this point.the»partioipants approved the proposal set
forth in the working document in the sense of demarcating the
geographical coverage of the project in its various stages.
It was therefore decided to include in the pilot phase of the
project the countries represented at the_Meeting by planning

experts.

:
Lo

Particular stress was laid, however, on the fact that
Colombia -.whose representative had been prevented from attending
the Meeting ow1ng to last-minute difficulties - should be

included in that stage of ‘the pro;;ect°

_ With regard to a future strategy, it was'emphasized that
the system is expected to operate with all the countries of the
area in the near future, and also to establlsh close links with

countries of Africa and Asia in connexion w1th planningo

Limits of the system: 1anguages included

It was unanimously agreed to accept CLADES' proposal
contained in the working document in relation to: (a) languages

in which the documents to be entered in the data base are

written, and (b) the working language in which the information

system for planning would operate (language of summaries, etc.).

/With respect
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With respect to the first point, it should be noted that
1deally the system would cover all the documentatlon produced
‘on Latin America and the Carlbbean in the world ~this
'llterature mlght be’ found 1n any 1anguage and, in order to
process 1t resources additional to those enV1saged would have

to be considered.

CLADES suggested enterlng in the’ data base in the early
phases of the project the documentatlon obtalned 1n Spanish,
Portuguese, English and Flench leaV1n0 it to a later stage to

enter bibliographic: material: in. other languages....

As regards the working language, the following conclusions

were reached:

- that the worklng language of CLADES for process1ng

documents on plannlng should be Spanlsh

- that the worKlng languave of the Documentatlon Centre of
the CEPAL Offlce in Port of Spaln should be malnly
English and, at a’ later stage Spanish and French for

the processlng of documents produced 1n the Car1bbean,

- that the t1tles of the documents should be translated
into English or bpanlsh, as the case may be, on an
experlmental bas1s as additional information to be made

accéessible to a brOader universe of users,

- that as the 1nput to the "Informatlon System for Plannlng”
is decentrallzed summnaries of documents should be
entered in the language'of the country wh1ch drafts then, ™

for example, Portuguese:

/TECHNICAL ASPECTS



TECHNICAL ASPECTS

Physical data storage

This chapter of the original document refers to decisions
of a technical nature to ensure that the 1nformat10n system is
tallored to a reallstlc cost and w1ll at the same time consider
the expectations it is 1ntended to fulfll the pOoltlonS
acopted ia the working document-were~approvedo- These-feiate-to:

1. Physical data storage, a point in'which consideration is

given to alternative possibilities for the storage of documents
as such and bibliographic information in a data base, and the

following decisions were adopted:

- that during the‘earlywphases of the‘pfojectJ(1979—19803 and
‘until such time as the dispatch of documeats to and from
national focal points ié regulated, a centralized basic
collection of planning documents should be established in
CLADES, containing the information compiled by ILPES
during its years of work in the'region'and cemplemented'
by thé valuable collection in the CEPAL/ILPES Library; as
regards the'caribbeah‘aécuménfation,'The CDCC Documentation
Centre would be responslble for the organlzatlon of
planning information" generated and compiled” by the CDCC
secretariat and that existing in the Library ‘of the CEPAL

Office in Port of Spainj e 3

R

- consideration was given to the possibility of microfilming
the documentation entered in-the system if the volume of
documents and the users' demand for them made this

advisgable.

Criteria fer the treatmeﬁt and transfer of infdrmation

This section covers'the*data.prOCeSSing, coutrol and
retrieval systems, whether manual or computerized. In view of the
fact that the CEPAL system had adopted the ISIS computerized

/systen
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system (Integrated Set of Information Systems) which is used by
many institutions,&/ aind which would permit an easy exchahge
of information, the participaats in the Meetrng“unahimously

approvegd. the: following recommendation:

- that the ISI3 system be used for control and retrieval of

plannlng 1nformat10n in the blbllographlc data basea

Activities of partlcrpatlng centres

The participants- emphasized that it would-be preferable
to..postpone the discussion of .this point and first analyse
the proposals contained in chapter IV on’' ORGANIZATION,: since

the activities of the participating centres would be strongly

1nf1uenced by the greater or lesser centrallzatlon envisaged

w1th1n the organlzatlon cf the system It was thought best,
however, to &eep to the orlglnal order so as. to facllltate
consultatlon of the bas1c document Referrlng to the
partlclpatlng centres, the representatlves re1terated the fact
expressed in the worklhg document that the1r act1v1t1es would

vary accordlng to the organlzatlonal structure prov1aed for

the system As regards the formulatlon of specific

recommendatlons on th1s polnt, some references to the subgect
appear 1n the chapters ent1t1ed ORGANIZATION and RLGULAR
PROGRESS OF THE INFcﬂuATION SYSTEM FOR PLANNING.

Products of the co-ordinating centre

The participants agreed with'the proposals. and suggestions

embodied in the working document:

1

PETROPERU of Peru, etc.

By way of example, the following are some of the institutions
using the ISIS system: UNESCO in Paris, UNCTAD and FAO, the
Brazilian Technical Assistance and Rural Extension Enterprise .
(EMBRATER) , the Centre for Scientific and Techuical Information
of Bulgarla, the:.Ontario Ministry of Education of Canada, -

e

"/~ that "ELPES
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- that ILPES, because of its cumulative experience and as a
user of planning documentation, should suggest the products
which the co-ordinating centre should offer to planning

" bodies of the region.

Services and products of the system

In the working document prepared by CLADES and ILPES it is
noted that, for the present, this point is confused with the
previous one owing to the centrallzed organlzatlon of the
system during the first phase of the progect (1979). It
should be emphasized, however, that the future products of the
system will depend on the decision to centralize or decentralize
the system in the medium term. While the system is centralized,
requests for services will bée directed to the'co-ordinating
centres, i.e., CLADES and the Caribbean Documentation Centre,
according to whether they come from countries of Latin America

or the Caribbean.

The participants in the Meeting fully agreed with those
concepts and accepted without.change the suggestion put forward
by CLADES in the worklng document in the sense of postponing
untll a future working meetlng any decisions.regarding the
products that may be expected from the information system,

depending on the type of organization it might have.

The services which may be provided in the long term,-
however, are listed below: . ' o A
- selective dissemination of information according to the
interest profiles of users, bgingﬂeither.institutions

or 1nd1v1duals,

- preparatlon of llsts of per10d1ca1 publlcatlons (titles)

on planning;

- monthly print-outs of the bibliographic material entered

in the computer, as an advance on PLANINDEX;

. /-retrospective
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- retrospective searches for planning documentation entered

in the computer;

- supply of reproductions of parts of or. whole documents

according to the users' requests.
As regards publications, mention may be made of

- PLANINDEX, a perlodlcal publlcatlon whlch is expected
to be issued twice a year and which. contains the
bibliegraphic ihformgtiph and'sgmmaries‘of studiesh
on planning entered in the data basei_A

ORGANIZATION i
With regard to the future centralized or decentralized’

structure which will bé established for the Information System

for Planning, the participants in:the Meeting analysed the:

various aspects necessary for the progress of the system.

Structure: centralization or decentralization

As regards the structure of the system and the act1v1t1es
and re8pons1b111t1es of the partlclpatlng centres, 1t was ; '
stated that the act1v1t1es whlch might be decentrallzed and the
strategy for ach1ev1ng this would be detalled in the next '

final project document.

The participants approved the decentralization philosophy
malntalned by CLADLS, which seeks through the dlstrlbutlon of
respons1b111t1es to strengthen the respectlve natlonal capa01ty

to serve local needs as promptly as posolble,

They agreed to the CLADLS proposal, however, that the

system would be centrallzed 1n that Centre in the short term

(1979 to mid-1980) and then tend towards a progresslve
decentralization in the near futﬁre; hs tle countries 6rg;nized
their planning"ihformation infrastructure and creetedgthe
capa01ty to assume specific substantive activities in the
proce551ng of documentation on the subject.

/Resources
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Resources

This aspect covers human, financial and material resources.
It was clarified here that both the human and the financial
resources for the first phase of the project to be completed
in 1979 were already defined. . For subsequent stages, however,
careful consideration would have to be given to this point in
the light of the type of organization it may be, desired to
establish for the system. If the system chosen were
decentralized, the countries should consider making available
resources for the relevant part of their tésk, while CLADES
should coasider within its wors progranme the training of the
ilecessary human resources of the region for the proper exscution

of the project.

The participants adopted the recommendation made by CLADES
ia the woriing document to obtain resources for continuing the
Information Sjstem for'Planniﬂg”activities after 1980, but
suggested that the sécretariat iatroduce some chaauges in the
drafting so as to avoid any marieting concepts, the final tex
remaining as follows:

- that, in order to obtain resources for.continuing the

Information System for Planning activities after 1980, it

-is suggested that a strategy be devised immediately to

ensure financing for the regular execution of the project.

Appraisal machinery

In this respect, it is sought to establish some mechanism
for ‘evaluating the system's adaptation to the needs of planners
in the region. A first appraisal would consist. of the activities
of the pilot project which could show the necessary changes
to be introduced in the .design of the project. It will probably
be necessary, however, to introduce a mechanism that will permit

further periodical adjustments of the system.

/This point
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This point was widely aad actively discussed by the
representatlves, and as a result of the exchange of 1deas the

follow1ng dec151ons were adOpted

In the short teru:

- that the global appraisal of the pilot project should be
undertalen by ILPES, CLADES and CDC with the aim of '
adaptlng the future progress of the system to the real
needs of planners in the region.

In the medlum and long term

- that ILPES, CLADES and..CDC should co- 0perate with planning
bodies of the regiqn in evaluating the products of the

system;

- . that the progress-and activities of the system should be
evaluated at the Conferences of Ministers and Heads of
Planning Offices, the preparation of the relevant basic
documents. for this appraisal being the responsibility of
CLADES, ILPES and CDC.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT FOR THE SYSTEM

Training activities ;-

As regards the provisidh of tféining'for thé personnel who
will be supporting the information system for planning in each
country and planning office, the participants recommended: -

In the short term:

- that CLADES and ILPES hold a basic course on information
 and documentation in Santiago with participants from all
the countries included in the pilot project which, in

addition to courses and in-service training in the -

information area, would also include some ¢oncepts of

planning and econcmic development.

/In the mediua
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In the medium and long term:

-  that various training courses and seminars on the exchaage
of planning information, especially degigned for national
centres co-operating in the system, be held with the

purpose of obtaini.g a multiplier effect. -

Technical advisory assistance

In connexion with this poiht, considsration was given to the
support which might be gi&en‘to planning bsdies of each country
in strengthening or creating national informstion infrastructure
for planning. That was considered a fundamental aspect by the
technical secrectariat of CLADES, since it would provide the
basis for the future input to the system, whether centralized
or decentralized. The existence of focal points or national
counterparts was ths only valid gurantee fsr the continuation

of the systen.

The group of experts unanimously endorsed the following

proposals embodied in the working document:
In the short and medium term:

- ‘,that CLADES and ILPES establish a programme of tschnical
advisory assistance prepared in accordance with the
characteristics .and level of information .infrastructure
of the co-operating centres, and that they be provided
with advisory assistance sg;ted to the stage‘of the

project in which they are engaged;

- that this advisory assistance be oriented to promoting
horizontal technical co-operation among the countries of
the region and aim at decentralizing the Information

System for Plaanning.

Technical tools: rules, manuals, coantrolled vocabularies,

computer programmes, etc.
All these points were dealt with briefly but individually.

/Controlled
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Controlled vocabularies

The representatives endorsed the recommendation. proposed
by CLADES to use the OECD Macrothesaurus as a basic vocabulary
for the indexing of documents, but added that according to the
specific needs of the system the actual planning terminology
would be used to help towards the adequate retrieval of the

relevant documents from the data basea
It was thereLore‘recommended that in the long term:

- - the controlled vocabulary be eanriched with a view to
constituting a working tool .which would meet the specific
~and particular planning information needs of Latin

America and the Caribbean;

- such a planning vocabulary be prepared in comsultation
with the participating countries so that it would be a
useful instrument common to allj;

- ' the vocabulary be made consistent with others existing

in the region. -

Type of abstracts

This point deals with the method used to summarizé the
information contaiiied in the ddddmehts; the partlclpants
put forward séveral recommendatlons, in view of -the’
importance of such abstracts as a vehicle for enabling
planners to make the right choice of bibliographic material

required:

/Ia the short ..



In the short term:

- that indicative and informative abstractsz/ of the content
of the document be prepéred, using a free style and
excluding descriptors from the text of the summary, for
publication in PLANINDEX accompanied by bibliogrﬁphic
references for each document; 7 -

- that nationAI development plans be analysed in depth'by
ILPES experts anarfhat’the‘resulting summnary be entered
in the information Syétem as a documeﬁt, with its own
bibliographic identification,'cémpendium and use’of

descriptors for subsequent retrieval.

REGULAR OPEZRATICN OF THE INFORMATION.SYSTEM FOR PLANNING -

Institutional arrangements

This subject is closely linked with the decision regarding
the organization of the system, since:its "centralization'" or
"decentralization' will be a determining factor of the type

of institutional commitment established.:

Indicative abstract: This briefly states the content.of the

document, its objectives and the main subjects dealt with.

It consists of 'a short. description of the document ahd -covers:
its principal points. It does not include quantitative data.
It simply indicates what subjects are discussed in the -
publication without interpreting the author.

Informative abstract:  This presents the conceptual content of

the document and summarizes its essential ideas, stating the
thesis, hypothesis or theories presented; how the hypothesis
is developed, what data were used; - metheédology, type of data
(quantitative or quglitative); conclusions; what new ideas it
offers or whether it reaffirms old theories, etc. Its
objective is in some degree to replace-the original document,
and it should therefore contain enough information to ensure
that the user will have no doubts about the content and its
potential use. It provides a clear condensation of the
essential arguments and conclusions of the original document.
It should show a coherent and significant relation between the
author's ideas and arguments.

/The representatives
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The representatives then added another resolution for the

short term:

- that activities witH the co-operating centres be. continued
along the same lines as up to the present time, despite
the fact that no agreement has been ratified on an

institutional basis;

- that the partlclpatlng countrles be requested to app01nt
an official and permanent representatlve who would be
responsible for supplylng 1nformat10n on the documentatlon

which should enter the syotem,

- that each of the participating governments designate a
national co-operating centre (or focal point) of the

system in.each country.
In the long term:

= . that consideration be given to the possibilities of
securing financing through the provision of paid services
to individual users or ianstitutions other than the

co-operating centres..
Resources

‘The participants expressed agreement with the following

recommendations on financing contained in the working document:

]

In the short term:n

- ¢ that CEPAL take steps to seek financing for the system from
ﬁationél_or internhtional'agehciés with the aim of obtaining
-the necessary eupport to~@aintain:a permanént working
nucleus in CLADES and CDC,\thereby,ensuring the continuance
of the system bayond 1979. B
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2o ; 01051ng meetlng

Upoa the successful conclu81om of the Meetlng, the 3
partlclpants w1shed to express- thelr thanks to the ‘
Internatlonal Devélopment Research Centre (IDRC) of Canada
for  having: made it possible, through its generous contrlbutlon,

to éarry out the flrot stages of the worx on this information

4 proqect for planning of such interest to the regioan.

At the closing ceremony, statements were made by Mr.
Pole Casanova, Technical Secretary of the Ministry of Cof
ordination and Planning of Venezuela, on behalf of the
participahts, and Mr. Enrique Vealglesias, Executive Secretary

of the Economic Commission for Latin America.

- Mr. Casanova expressed appfebiation.pfythe henour cenferred
on him by the participants in the'ﬂeeting in-electing him to .
speak on thelr behalf at the 01051ng ceremony° ‘He then'
expfessed eatlsfactlon w1tn the conduct of the Meeting and the

- fruitful résults obtalned after three days of. dlscu551ons°

The resuLts were of great interest to them as plannlng experts

and future ‘users of the 1nformat10n system, and ‘in partlcular

" to Mlnlstgres and Plannlng Offices. He went on to refer:to

_the commitdent they had all assumed, as experts‘on the shbject,

firmly to uphold the usefulness of the information machinery
for plannlng being organized by CEPAL, so that at the
forthcomlng meeting of top-level planning authorities the

decisions adopted now in Santiago might be approved.

In conclusion, he thanked CEPAL for the extraordinarily
warm welcome it had extended to all the participants in the

Meetlng° %

Lla

' Mr° Enrique V. Ig1981as, Executlve Secretary of CEPAL,
stressed the 1mportant steps taken by the Ministers,of Planniag

of Latln Amer1Ca and the Carlbbean in 1n1t1at1ng horlzontal

- . ﬁ ' ?*;/coeqperation
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co-operation in the field of planning° He drew atteation, in
particular, to the rich fund of planning experience accumulated
in the region, which would be duly utilized ian the establishmnent
of the intercommunication mechanism concerned. Going more
deeply into the question, he added that the best way of finally
consolidating the "developmeut planning" function would be to
establish a system that would link national planning machinery
and to seek common denominators which would give a planning new
projection in the present situation of Latin America and the
Caribbean. Lastly, he said that the information component as a
mechanism within planning systems constituted a pioneer
experience in the field of co-operation among planning bodies
and represented a collective effort to comply with the mandate
of the tinisters a.d Heads of Plaaning of Latin America and the
Caribbean to establish suitable machinery for the exchange of

experience and co-operation amoag those institutions.
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MEETING "INFORMATION SYSTEM FOR PLANNING"
Santiago, 11 - 13 June 1979 '

List of Participants

HMr. Lancelot Busby

Statistician

CEPAL L )
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