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A. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK 
 
 

Place and date of the meeting 
 

1. The preparatory meeting for the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Regional 
Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in 
Latin America and the Caribbean (Esaczú Agreement) was held in virtual format on 4 March 2022. 
 
2. The meeting was organized by the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
(ECLAC), in its capacity as secretariat of the Regional Agreement on Access to Information,  
Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
 
 

Attendance1 
 
3. The meeting participants included representatives of the following States parties to the  
Escazú Agreement: Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Ecuador, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, the Plurinational 
State of Bolivia, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines and Uruguay. 
 
4. Representatives from the following countries signatory to the Escazú Agreement also participated: 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic and Peru.  
 
5. Participants from the United Nations Secretariat included representatives of the Office of the High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) and, as a special guest, the Special Rapporteur on the 
implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal of hazardous 
substances and wastes.  

 
6. Also in attendance were international experts on access to information, participation and justice in 
environmental matters, elected representatives of the public and members of the public, as well as other 
special guests included in the list of participants. 
 
7. The meeting was webcast live.2 
 
 

Chair 
 
8. The meeting was chaired by Costa Rica, in its capacity as Chair of the Presiding Officers.  

 
 

  

 
1  See the list of participants in annex 1. 
2  See the recording at [online] https://acuerdodeescazu.cepal.org/cop1/en/precop. 
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B. AGENDA 
 
 
9. The following agenda was adopted: 
 

1. Adoption of the agenda.  

2. Discussion of the matters to be addressed at the first meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties to the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and 
Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean. 

 
 

C. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS 
 
 
10. At the opening session, statements were made by Christian Guillermet-Fernández, Deputy Minister 
for Multilateral Affairs in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, in his capacity as Chair 
of the Presiding Officers; Natalia Gómez, alternate elected representative of the public; Marcelo Cousillas, 
Head of the Legal Department of the Ministry of the Environment of Uruguay; Marcos Orellana, Special 
Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound management and disposal of 
hazardous substances and wastes; Nafesha Richardson, Escazú Youth Champion, and Joseluis Samaniego, 
Chief of the Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division of ECLAC.  
 
11. After welcoming the participants, the Deputy Minister for Multilateral Affairs in the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica, in his capacity as Chair of the Presiding Officers, recalled the 
ninth meeting of the negotiating committee of the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public 
Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, held four years 
ago, at which the Escazú Agreement had been adopted, and highlighted the work of all the countries, the 
public and stakeholders that had made the treaty possible. He stressed that the Escazú Agreement was a 
very useful platform for addressing the major environmental challenges facing humanity, such as climate 
change and the protection of biodiversity, as well as for defending the people who cared for the 
environment. He also reiterated the commitment of the Government of Costa Rica to the prompt ratification 
of the Agreement.  
 
12. The alternate elected representative of the public said that it was necessary to accelerate action on 
the implementation of the Escazú Agreement in view of the upcoming meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties. In the first year since the Agreement entered into force several advances had been made in the 
region and she called for the Agreement to become an effective tool to protect the environment and people 
in Latin America and the Caribbean. To that end, she invited signatory and non-signatory countries to ratify 
or accede to the Agreement promptly.  
 
13. Next, the Head of the Legal Department of the Ministry of the Environment of Uruguay recalled 
his experience as chair of the legal group for the technical review of the text prior to its adoption at the 
ninth meeting of the negotiating committee. He highlighted the role played by the countries, the public, the 
secretariat and various experts who had participated in the group, including representatives of the Treaty 
Section of the Office of Legal Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat and the United Nations International 
Law Commission. He also underscored the thoroughness and consistency achieved and stressed the fact 
that the Agreement was an accomplishment of the region for the region, aimed at strengthening 
environmental management and addressing the most important environmental challenges.  
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14. The Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound 
management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes gave an account of the road to the adoption 
of the Escazú Agreement, from his perspective as an expert who had accompanied the process from its 
inception. He said that the Agreement was closely linked to the commitments made by countries on human 
rights and in the main multilateral environmental agreements. He underscored the importance of the 
countries' leadership, the active participation of the public and the coordinating role of ECLAC, and 
expressed his satisfaction with the early and successful entry into force of the Agreement, which 
strengthened the legal tools needed to move towards a democratic culture of respect and inclusion. He was 
also pleased about the upcoming first meeting of the Conference of the Parties, as a moment of hope in the 
process of enriching environmental democracy in the region.  
 
15. The Escazú Youth Champion invited young people to lead the implementation of the Escazú 
Agreement, which she said was very important because it gave people a leading role in environmental 
discussions and strengthened environmental protection. For Caribbean small island developing States, like 
her country, so affected by climate change and disasters, there was a pressing need to move towards the full 
implementation of access rights. The preparatory meeting and the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
were opportunities to renew the commitment to the Escazú Agreement to ensure it was truly successful. 

 
16. Lastly, the Chief of the Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division of ECLAC 
recalled that 2022 would mark 50 years since the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, 
30 years since the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (Earth Summit) and 
four years since the adoption of the Escazú Agreement. In addition, eight years remained before the deadline 
for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. Therefore, he urged the acceleration of the pace of 
processes aimed at sustainable development and called for a low-carbon, more efficient and equitable post-
COVID-19 recovery. The pandemic offered an opportunity to move towards a development model that 
would contribute to well-being, placing human rights at the centre of public discussions as a way to ensure 
that all people, of present and future generations, could live in a healthy and sustainable environment.  
 
Discussion of the matters to be addressed at the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Regional 
Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and Justice in Environmental Matters in 
Latin America and the Caribbean (agenda item 2) 
 
17. Under this agenda item, the representatives of the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean 
reviewed the topics to be addressed at the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties, as provided in 
articles 15.4(a) 15.4(b) and 18.1 of the Agreement.3  
 
18. Before beginning the discussion of the issues to be addressed, the secretariat representative made 
some remarks about the process that had led to the adoption of the Agreement and about participation in 
the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties. The process had been open and participatory from the 
outset and had benefited from significant public participation. Therefore, it was essential for the secretariat 
to maintain the highest possible participation in the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties, while 
complying with the existing health requirements in Chile and the maximum permitted capacities owing to 
the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. Avenues for remote participation were being explored and 
the meeting would be broadcast live. It was reiterated that the elected representatives of the public were a 
suitable and effective means of channelling public input. To become more actively involved, everyone was 
invited to register with the regional public mechanism and to visit the web pages of the Escazú Agreement 
and the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Escazú Agreement. 

 
3  All presented documents may be found on the official meeting website: https://acuerdodeescazu.cepal.org/ 

cop1/en/precop. 
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Item 1: The rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties, including the modalities for significant 
participation by the public (article 15.4(a)) 
 
19. The representative of Costa Rica presented the new proposed rules of procedure of the  
Conference of the Parties to the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and 
Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean,4 which included significant 
participation by the public. He said that the topic had already been discussed extensively, at the first meeting 
of the countries signatory to the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and 
Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, held in 2019 and hosted by 
Costa Rica, and during two online meetings on those rules held on 15 April and 25 June 2020. In addition, 
the Presiding Officers had asked the secretariat to prepare proposed rules of procedure for the Conference of 
the Parties to the Agreement, which had been presented and discussed at the second meeting of the countries 
signatory to the Agreement, held under the auspices of the Government of Antigua and Barbuda in 
December 2020. At that time, a period of three months had been given for countries and the public to submit 
their comments, which had been given due consideration. As agreed at the second meeting of the countries 
signatory to the Agreement, the Chair had prepared a new version, incorporating the comments received. 
The main proposed changes aimed to provide for the possibility of holding online meetings and for the 
power of the parties to request inclusion of additional agenda items, as well as strengthening the presence 
in the meeting room and the role of the elected representatives of the public. 
 
20. The representative of Argentina said that her country had championed the Agreement, had worked 
very actively to promote it and attached great importance to it. Regarding the proposed paragraph on online 
meetings, having only online meetings of the Conference of the Parties could make it difficult to discuss 
complex issues. She understood that this would be the option under special circumstances, but in the case 
of online meetings the agenda should be limited to administrative, logistical or budgetary issues. 

 
21. The representative of Mexico stated that it was important to maintain the possibility of meeting 
virtually. It was possible to take advantage of the countries of the region having similar time zones, and 
online meetings enabled more people to participate, both from delegations and the public. She 
acknowledged that online negotiations posed some challenges, but the pandemic had demonstrated that 
online meetings were possible. She therefore requested that the proposal for online meetings be maintained 
for exceptional circumstances.  

 
22. The representative of Costa Rica said that in the revised version of the proposal, face-to-face 
attendance was maintained as the standard format and online meetings were only foreseen as an exceptional 
measure in case of force majeure. In his country’s opinion, given that other international forums had found 
it difficult to migrate to online meetings in the context of the pandemic as they were not provided for, it 
was advisable to mention the possibility in the rules. He agreed that not all topics should be dealt with in 
online meetings, so the agenda would have to be adjusted on a case-by-case basis. However, it was not 
advisable to exclude topics to be addressed in the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties, and 
was preferable to do so when preparing the provisional agenda.  

 
23. The alternate elected representative of the public welcomed the proposals presented and the 
opportunity to comment on them. With regard to public participation, he proposed replacing the Spanish 
expression “contará con” with “estará integrada por” in section VII, paragraph 7. Likewise, in paragraph 6 
of the “Statements” subsection of section X, he suggested adding the public, given that proposals and 
amendments to proposals should not only be made known to the delegations. 

 
4  LC/RPCOP-EZ.1/DDR/1. 
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24. The representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia, referring to section III, paragraph 5, 
proposed that reference be made to “half of the Parties” when mentioning the support required to hold an 
extraordinary meeting of the Conference of the Parties when requested by any of the Parties. Regarding 
section IV, paragraph 2, he requested further details on electronic notifications, to clarify whether this 
referred to e-mail or to the availability of information on a website. In section VII, paragraph 3, he 
recommended deleting the word “normally”.  

 
25. In concluding the discussion of item 1, the secretariat mentioned the Observatory on Principle 10 
in Latin America and the Caribbean5 and thanked those who had contributed to it. The secretariat also 
welcomed the comments on the rules of procedure of the Conference of the Parties and said that note had 
been taken of all the statements.  
 
Item 2: rules relating to the structure and functions of the Committee to Support Implementation and 
Compliance (article 18.1)  
 
26. The representative of Saint Lucia, on behalf of the working group, presented the proposal of 
Costa Rica, Panama, Saint Lucia and Uruguay on the rules relating to the structure and functions of the 
Committee to Support Implementation and Compliance,6 a revised proposal that took into account the 
comments received to date. She said that the issue had been discussed at length over the past three years. 
At the first meeting of the countries signatory to the Agreement, various models and practices of multilateral 
environmental agreements and the human rights system had been presented, as well as the experience of 
the Compliance Committee of the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-
Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention). In 2020, two online meetings 
had been held to address the issue, on 29 April and 23 June. At the second meeting of the countries signatory 
to the Agreement, in December 2020, a proposal had been put forward of core elements for consideration 
in the preparation of rules relating to the structure and functions of the Committee to Support 
Implementation and Compliance of the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation 
and Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean, a working group led by 
Saint Lucia, Panama and Uruguay had been created, and a three-month deadline for comments had been 
given. The working group coordinators had subsequently developed these core elements and drafted the 
presented proposed rules, which had been discussed at a working meeting on 21 October 2021, when an 
additional month was given for comments.  
 
27. The representative of Argentina said that, in relation to the procedure for filling a vacancy on the 
Committee, he did not consider it advisable to eliminate the reference to the possibility of renewing the 
term of office of the member elected to fill the vacancy, since this could be a disincentive and make the 
Committee’s work more difficult. In addition, he requested a correction to the conjugation of the Spanish 
verb “dispondrán” in paragraph 24.  

 
28. The representative of Uruguay stated that the Committee would not have a judicial or jurisdictional 
function, since it would not rule directly on the conduct of States, but would monitor implementation of 
and compliance with the Agreement. Accordingly, it would make recommendations and support the work 
of the countries in implementing the Agreement, as reflected in the proposal presented by Saint Lucia. 
  

 
5  See [online] https://observatoriop10.cepal.org/en.  
6  LC/RPCOP-EZ.1/DDR/2. 
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29. The Special Rapporteur on the implications for human rights of the environmentally sound 
management and disposal of hazardous substances and wastes welcomed the proposal, which he said struck 
a balance between general and specific principles. It also reflected the good practices of other multilateral 
environmental agreements with respect to treaty bodies, while reflecting the particularities of the Escazú 
Agreement. He suggested considering four specific points: (i) moving the reference to the direct relationship 
between the Committee and the “Party concerned” from paragraph 21 to paragraph 31 or 32; (ii) avoiding 
use of the term “observations” in paragraph 32, since it was not defined and doubts remained as to their 
scope; (iii) including the word “recommendations” in different paragraphs, such as paragraphs 40(d) and 
43(d), in the interest of greater harmony and consistency; and (iv) in paragraph 23, to add in whose 
judgement the mentioned protection measures would be appropriate; As a result, there would be greater 
clarity as to whose responsibility it would be to assess the available information and determine whether it 
revealed situations of risk, in order to be able to take action. 

 
30. The elected representative of the public expressed thanks for the consideration of the comments 
from the public. She suggested including the term “shall ensure” in paragraph 2, in line with the wording 
of article 18.2 of the Escazú Agreement. She also proposed maintaining the reference to the renewal of 
alternates in the event of vacancies.  
 
31. The representative of the Plurinational State of Bolivia suggested clarifying whether the 
independence from the powers of government mentioned in paragraph 4 referred to the time of election or 
whether it should be maintained until the end of the term of office. Regarding paragraph 17(c), on closed 
sessions, he raised doubts about the wording, given that the environment could not make requests. In the 
interest of greater transparency, he suggested that the conclusions of closed sessions be published as soon 
as possible. Regarding paragraph 19, he raised the question of what was understood by majority (simple, 
absolute or qualified), and suggested that such majority should be two thirds.  
 
Item 3: Financial provisions for the functioning and implementation of the Agreement (Articles 14 and 
15.4b) and other matters  

 
32. Regarding financial provisions, the Chair of the Presiding Officers recalled that Article 14 of the 
Escazú Agreement established a Voluntary Fund to support the financing of the implementation of the 
Agreement, the operation of which would be determined by the Conference of the Parties. The second 
paragraph of the article stated that the parties could make voluntary contributions to support the 
implementation of the Agreement. The third paragraph added that the Conference of the Parties could seek 
funds from other sources to support the implementation of the Agreement. Article 15, meanwhile, which 
stated that a Conference of the Parties was established, affirmed, in paragraph 4(b), that at its first meeting 
the Conference of the Parties would discuss and adopt by consensus the financial provisions that were 
necessary for the functioning and implementation of the Agreement.  
 
33. The Chair of the Presiding Officers said that the topic had been discussed previously. At the first 
meeting of the countries signatory to the Agreement, in 2019, information had been given on other examples 
of financial arrangements, such as those under the Minamata Convention on Mercury and the  
Aarhus Convention, as well as the rules applicable to trust funds under the United Nations. An online 
meeting had been held on the subject on 25 August 2020 and a session had been dedicated to the subject at 
the second meeting of the countries signatory. In addition, a working group had been established, led by 
Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina and Mexico. Progress had also been made in the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council on recognition of the Agreement and some financing channels.  
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34. The representative of Mexico said that several countries had sponsored a resolution, which had 
been adopted by the Economic and Social Council,7 requesting the provision of predictable and stable 
resources and thanked the region for its support in achieving that goal. She noted the importance of working 
on a draft decision on financial arrangements at the Conference of the Parties, as it was necessary to refine 
some details, such as the terms of reference and the priorities of the Voluntary Fund, and to continue to 
seek resources. She also invited countries to reach out to the development cooperation agencies operating 
at country level to request funding to support the implementation of the Agreement. 

 
35. The secretariat said that it was trying to secure, in cooperation with the working group, the 
minimum level of predictable and stable resources needed for the functioning and implementation of the 
Agreement. While the funding obtained as a result of the resolution adopted by the Economic and 
Social Council was vital, it was also temporary, so countries should continue to seek additional resources. 
The importance of mobilizing voluntary contributions to the Fund was underlined, as was the need for 
criteria governing the use of resources and for understanding countries' priorities. Thanks to bilateral efforts 
with some donor countries, like France and Germany, and development banks, concrete support was already 
being provided to some countries. The secretariat noted, however, that some donors had difficulty 
contributing to the Voluntary Fund and preferred to provide direct funding to countries for specific 
programmes. National implementation plans for the Agreement could be very useful in that regard. 
 
36. The representative of Argentina agreed that a decision on the matter was necessary and underlined 
that it was important for the secretariat to have sufficient budgetary resources to implement the programme 
of work relating to the Agreement. 

 
37. The alternate elected representative of the public underscored the importance of having adequate 
financial resources for the effective implementation and operationalization of the Voluntary Fund, which 
should be open to countries and to other sources of funding. It would be very useful to conduct a study on 
sources of financing, which would help to give the parties clarity in that regard. Financial resources must 
also be used to support effective public participation in meetings relating to the Agreement. That had been 
the case throughout the negotiation process and should continue.  
 
38. The participants thanked the coordinators of the working group for the support it had mobilized, 
particularly in the Economic and Social Council. In light of the discussions, it was agreed that a draft decision 
on financial arrangements would be prepared and that those parties in a position to do so would be invited 
to make contributions to the Voluntary Fund, with a view to making it operational and encouraging 
further contributions. 
 
Other matters: 

 
39. Following the review of the topics to be addressed at the first meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, the floor was opened for participants to discuss other matters.  
 
40. The representative of Antigua and Barbuda highlighted the importance of carrying out programmes 
to educate and raise awareness on the Escazú Agreement in order to build networks and empower the public. 
That meant translating the content of the Agreement into everyday life so that it could have a real impact. 
The representative of Costa Rica agreed that such initiatives were important and invited participants to 
explore ways to share good practices for bringing the Escazú Agreement closer to the people and learning 
about community empowerment experiences. 

 
7  See Economic and Social Council resolution 2021/31, para. 3. 
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41. The elected representative of the public, Andrea Sanhueza, said that new representatives would be 
elected after the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties and that work was under way on the rules of 
procedure for elections. With regard to other matters to be discussed at the meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, she suggested that a political declaration should be drafted, reflecting the main challenges faced by 
the Parties as well as the ambitions and agreements reached concerning the implementation of the Agreement. 
It would be essential to address in that declaration issues such as the dire situation of environmental defenders 
and the barriers and obstacles to the full exercise of access rights in environmental matters.  
 
42. The secretariat said that new Presiding Officers would have to be elected, as set forth in the 
Final Act of the ninth meeting of the negotiating committee of the Regional Agreement. Furthermore, it 
was critical to prepare a plan of work covering the period up to the second meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties and put into action some of the issues addressed at the first meeting. Subsequently, the proposed 
organization of work for 20-22 April was presented.  
 
43. The representative of Mexico said that many expressions of interest had been received from civil 
society to participate in the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties. She suggested that a briefing 
session on how to participate could be conducted for civil society stakeholders and that the meetings of the 
Presiding Officers to be held on 19 April should be included in the organization of work of the first meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties.  

 
44. The representative of Uruguay said that the proposed organization of work followed those of the 
meetings of the negotiating committee but should rather reflect the logic and expected outcomes of a 
meeting of a Conference of the Parties. For example, it should not refer to agreements, but decisions. He 
added that there should be a space at the start of the meeting for the election of the new Presiding Officers 
and suggested that time should be allocated for reporting on the status of ratification of the Agreement. 
 
45. The Regional Representative for South America of the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) said that the Office had identified the protection of the rights 
of human rights defenders in environmental matters as one of its regional priorities. He recalled that 
environmental defenders played a fundamental role in society, but they were exposed to risks and their 
rights violated because of their work. In that regard, the Escazú Agreement constituted a milestone, as it 
placed the protection of environmental defenders at the centre. He commended all States that had ratified 
the Agreement, showing regional leadership, and urged them to move forward with its implementation. 
Lastly, he reaffirmed OHCHR commitment to supporting all efforts to protect the planet and adopt 
measures to make the world a safe place for human rights and environmental defenders.  

 
46. The representative of the Coordinating Body for the Indigenous Peoples’ Organizations of the 
Amazon (COICA), speaking on behalf of the indigenous peoples comprising that body, said that the 
Escazú Agreement represented hope for indigenous peoples and for defenders of the environment and 
territory. He drew attention to the biodiversity conservation work carried out by indigenous peoples, which 
had unfortunately resulted in persecution, threats and killings. The Conference of the Parties to the 
Escazú Agreement must establish its own preparatory mechanism for the participation of indigenous 
peoples. Lastly, he said that his organization had prepared a document with proposals that would be 
submitted to the secretariat and he requested that a space be given to discuss them during the first meeting 
of the Conference of the Parties.  
 
47. The representative of Saint Lucia reiterated that the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties 
should address the protection and promotion of the rights of environmental defenders, including indigenous 
peoples, noting that it was a matter of urgency and an essential element of the Agreement.  
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48. In closing, the secretariat provided information on logistic matters regarding the first meeting of 
the Conference of the Parties. In light of the health restrictions in force and the maximum capacities imposed 
owing to the COVID-19 pandemic, a limited number of participants would be allowed in the room. 
However, there would be many other ways to participate. Remote participation would be facilitated and the 
meeting would be live-streamed. In addition, elected representatives would be present and spaces for virtual 
side events would be available. 
 
 

Closing session 
 
49. At the closing session, statements were made by Tomás Severino, alternate elected representative 
of the public, and Carlos de Miguel, Chief of the Policies for Sustainable Development Unit of the 
Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division of ECLAC. 
 
50. The alternate elected representative welcomed the proposals that had been prepared and the 
incorporation of comments from the public. He said that the situation in the region had worsened over the 
past four years, particularly for environmental defenders. He also argued that the standards set in terms of 
participation during the negotiation process must be maintained at the first meeting of the Conference of 
the Parties. He called once more for more countries to ratify or adhere to the Agreement. He also underlined 
the importance of the Conference of the Parties providing the public with a space in which to address the 
problems facing various social stakeholders. 
 
51. The Chief of the Policies for Sustainable Development Unit of the Sustainable Development and 
Human Settlements Division of ECLAC said that the process leading to the adoption of the 
Escazú Agreement had been open and inclusive, bringing together many actors and countries that believed 
in the contents of the Agreement and wanted to address the needs of the region. He stressed that it was a 
cooperation agreement, so the involvement of all the countries of the region was important. Lastly, he called 
for sustained progress in the implementation of the Agreement, building on the gains made and in 
accordance with national realities.  

 
52. The Chair of the Presiding Officers then thanked all delegations and the public for their 
participation and contributions. Significant progress had been made at the meeting and that would lay the 
groundwork for reaching the consensus required at the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties. He 
reaffirmed that it was an enormous responsibility to implement the mandates of the Agreement and the eyes 
of the region and the world would be on the Conference of the Parties. In closing, he underlined the 
importance of incorporating the comments received in the revised proposals and exploring alternatives to 
move forward on the other issues raised.  
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Annex 1 
 

LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS1 

 
 

A. Estados partes del Acuerdo Regional sobre el Acceso a la Información, la Participación 
Pública y el Acceso a la Justicia en Asuntos Ambientales en América Latina 

y el Caribe (Acuerdo de Escazú)/ 
States parties to the Regional Agreement on Access to Information, Public Participation and 
Justice in Environmental Matters in Latin America and the Caribbean (Escazú Agreement) 

 
 
ANTIGUA Y BARBUDA/ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Ruth Spencer, Marine Ecosystems Protected Areas (MEPA) Trust, email: rvspencer@hotmail.com  
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Daryl George, Senior Environment Officer, Department of Environment, email: daryl.george@ab.gov.ag 
– Nneka Nicholas, Attorney-at-law, Department of Environment, email: nneka.m.nicholas@gmail.com  
 
ARGENTINA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Corina B. Lehmann, Ministra, Dirección General de Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio de Relaciones 

Exteriores, Comercio Internacional y Culto, email: leh@mrecic.gov.ar / digma@mrecic.gov.ar  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Alejandro Torres Lépori, Dirección General de Asuntos Ambientales, Ministerio de Relaciones 

Exteriores, Comercio Internacional y Culto, email: toa@mrecic.gov.ar  
 
BOLIVIA (ESTADO PLURINACIONAL DE)/BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE OF) 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Christian Villarreal Durán, Tercer Secretario, Unidad de la Madre Tierra y Agua, Ministerio de 

Relaciones Exteriores, email: elqamaqe@gmail.com  
 
Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Eduardo Palma, Profesional, Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Agua 
 
  

 
1  Los datos de esta lista son los suministrados por los participantes en el registro correspondiente que se habilitó 

para la reunión. 
The information contained in this list is as supplied by the participants themselves, in the register provided for 
the meeting. 
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ECUADOR 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– José Luis Naula, Director, Dirección de Cooperación Internacional, Ministerio del Ambiente, Agua y 

Transición Ecológica, email: jose.naula@ambiente.gob.ec  
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Michelle Sánchez, Analista, Dirección de Cooperación Internacional, Ministerio del Ambiente, Agua 

y Transición Ecológica, email: michelle.sanchez@ambiente.gob.ec 
– Christian Anchaluisa Shive, Primer Secretario, Dirección de Ambiente y Desarrollo Sostenible, 

Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores y Movilidad Humana, email: canchaluisa@cancilleria.gob.ec  
 
MÉXICO/MEXICO 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Camila Zepeda Lizama, Directora General para Temas Globales, Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, 

email: dgtgloblaes@sre.gob.mx; czepeda@sre.gob.mx  
 
Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Josdeny Alarcón, Subdirectora para Cambio Climático, Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, 

email: jalarcon@sre.gob.mx  
– Valeria Cruz Blancas, Asesora, Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores, email: vcruzb@sre.gob.mx  
 
NICARAGUA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Javier Antonio Gutiérrez Ramírez, Viceministro, Ministerio del Ambiente y los Recursos Naturales 

(MARENA), email: xaviergut@gmail.com  
 
PANAMÁ/PANAMA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Marianela De León, Departamento de Medio Ambiente y Cambio Climático, Ministerio de 

Relaciones Exteriores, email: deleonm@mire.gob.pa  
 
SAINT KITTS Y NEVIS/SAINT KITTS AND NEVIS  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Derionne Edmeade, Oficial de Educación Ambiental, email: dedmeade@gmail.com  
 
SAN VICENTE Y LAS GRANADINAS/SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES  
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Jeneille Lewis, Parliamentary Counsel 1, Attorney General’s Chambers, 

email: jeneillelewis@hotmail.com 
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SANTA LUCÍA/SAINT LUCIA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Kate Wilson, Legal Officer, Department of Sustainable Development, Ministry of Education, Sustainable 

Development, Innovation, Science, Technology and Vocational Training, email: kate.wilson@govt.lc 
 
URUGUAY 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Marcelo Cousillas, Director del Área Jurídica, Ministerio de Ambiente, 

email:marcelo.cousillas@ambiente.gub.uy  
 

Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– María Noel Minarrieta, Funcionaria, Dirección Nacional de Medio Ambiente, Ministerio de 

Relaciones Exteriores, email: medio.ambiente@mrree.gub.uy  
– Florencia de Castro, Abogada, Ministerio de Ambiente, email: florencia.decastro@ambiente.gub.uy  
– Maureen Bidart, Asesoría de Asuntos Internacionales, Ministerio de Ambiente, 

email: maureen.bidart@ambiente.gub.uy  
 
 

B. Países signatarios del Acuerdo de Escazú/ 
Signatory countries of the Escazú Agreement 

 
 
BRASIL/BRAZIL 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Nelson Linhares, Divisão de Meio Ambiente I, Ministério das Relações Exteriores, 

email: francisco.nelson@itamaraty.gov.br  
 
COSTA RICA 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Christian Guillermet-Fernández, Vicecanciller para Asuntos Multilaterales, Ministerio de Relaciones 

Exteriores y Culto  
 

Miembros de la delegación/Delegation members: 
– Adriana Murillo, Embajadora de Costa Rica en Chile, email: ammurillo@rree.go.cr  
– Eduardo Salgado, Ministro Consejero y Cónsul General, Embajada de Costa Rica en Chile, 

email: esalgado@rree.go.cr 
– Roberto Céspedes, Ministro Consejero, Misión Permanente de Costa Rica ante las Naciones Unidas 

en Ginebra, email: rcespedes@rree.go.cr 
 
PERÚ/PERU 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Nadia Patricia Gallardo Barco, Subdirectora de Asuntos Ambientales Regionales y Bilaterales, 

Dirección de Medio Ambiente, Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores, email: ngallardo@rree.gob.pe  
 

Miembro de la delegación/Delegation member: 
– Rocío Sifuentes, Ministerio del Ambiente, email: rsifuentes@minam.gob.pe  
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REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA/DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
 
Representante/Representative: 
– Rosa Otero, Directora de Relaciones Internacionales, Viceministerio de Cooperación Internacional, 

Ministerio de Medio Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, email: rosa.otero@ambiente.gob.do  
 
 

C. Secretaría de las Naciones Unidas/ 
United Nations Secretariat 

 
 
Oficina del Alto Comisionado de las Naciones Unidas para los Derechos Humanos (ACNUDH)/Office of 
the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 
– Jan Jarab, Representante Regional, Oficina Regional para América del Sur, email: jjarab@ohchr.org 
– Andrea Cerami, México, email: andrea.cerami@un.org  
– Diego Ocampo, Asesor Nacional de Derechos Humanos, Perú, email: diego.ocampo@un.org  
– Ignacio Roncagliolo, Asesor Legal, Oficina Regional para América del Sur, 

email: ignacio.roncagliolo@un.org  
– Lizbeth Vélez, Oficial de Derechos Humanos, email: lizbeth.velez@un.org  
 
 

D. Agencias de cooperación/ 
Cooperation agencies 

 
 
– Karim Bourtel, Encargado de Proyectos, Agencia Francesa de Desarrollo, Francia, 

email: bourtelk@afd.fr 
 
 

E. Invitados especiales/ 
Special guests 

 
 
– Marcos Orellana, Relator Especial sobre las implicaciones para los derechos humanos de la gestión 

y eliminación ambientalmente racionales de las sustancias y los desechos peligrosos; Experto en 
Derecho Internacional Ambiental, email: morellana@law.gwu.edu 

– Nafesha Richardson, Escazú Youth Champion, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
email: naf.richardson@gmail.com  

– Elva Terceros, Magistrada, Tribunal Agroambiental, Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia, 
email: elva.terceros@gmail.com  

 
 

F. Otros participantes/ 
Other participants 

 
 
– Joana Abrego, Gerente Legal, Centro de Incidencia Ambiental (CIAM), Panamá, 

email: jabrego@ciampanama.org  
– Carlos Aguilar, Oxfam, Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia, email: carlos.aguilar@oxfam.org  
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– Danielle Andrade, representante electa del público, email: dandrade.law@gmail.com  
– César Artiga, Coordinador, Equipo Impulsor Nacional del Acuerdo de Escazú, El Salvador, 

email: cesarneftali@gmail.com  
– Victoria Belemmi Baeza, Coordinadora de Estudios, ONG FIMA, Chile, email: belemmi@fima.cl  
– Sebastián Benfeld Garcés, Coordinador Nacional, Escazú Ahora Chile, 

email: sebastianbenfeld@gmail.com  
– Jackeline Borjas, Especialista, Derecho, Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (DAR), Perú, 

email: jborjas@dar.org.pe 
– Rubens Born, Especialista y Experto en políticas públicas ambientales, Brasil, 

email: rubensborn@gmail.com  
– Nadino Calapucha, Coordinadora de las Organizaciones Indígenas de la Cuenca Amazónica 

(COICA), Ecuador, email: c.nadino@coicamazonia.org  
– Maria Campos, Perú, email: mcamposve5@ucvvirtual.edu.pe  
– Elisa Canqui, Program Manager, Oxfam, Colombia, email: elisa.canqui@oxfam.org  
– Olimpia Castillo, Comunicación y Educación Ambiental SC, México, 

email: olimpia1410@hotmail.com  
– Erika Castro, Docente Universitaria, Colombia, email: ecastro@udemedellin.edu.co  
– Joanna Cornelius, doctoral candidate, Sweden, email: joanna.cornelius@jur.lu.se  
– Paloma Cotrina, Derecho, Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (DAR), Perú, email: pcotrina@dar.org.pe  
– Karetta Crooks-Charles, representante electa alterna del público, email: karetta.charles@gmail.com  
– Andrea Detjen, Investigadora, Uruguay, email: andreadetjen@gmail.com  
– Natalia Gómez, representante electa alterna del público, email: nataliagomezpena@gmail.com  
– Nicole Leotaud, Executive Director, Caribbean Natural Resources Institute (CANARI), Trinidad and 

Tobago, email: nicole@canari.org.  
– Annie Morillo, Comunicadora, Perú, email: annie.morillo.cano@gmail.com  
– Patricia Madrigal Cordero, Abogada, Costa Rica, email: pmadrigalcordero@gmail.com  
– Joara Marchezini, Coordenadora de Projetos, Brasil, email: joaramarchezini@gmail.com  
– Cecilia Martínez, Chile, email: mariaceciliamartinez@gmail.com  
– Lina Muñoz Ávila, Universidad del Rosario, Colombia, email: linamma@gmail.com  
– Constance Nalegach, Abogada, Chile, email: cnalegach@gmail.com  
– Andrés Nápoli, representante electo alterno del público, email: anapoli@farn.org.ar 
– Patricia Quiñones, Perú, email: patriciaqp@gmail.com  
– Juan Pablo Ramos Morales, Oficial de Justicia Climática, Oxfam, Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia, 

email: juanpablo.ramos@oxfam.org  
– Oscar Rivas, Paraguay, email: ecopolitica@sobrevivencia.org.py  
– Nelly Romero, Oficial de Proyecto, Oxfam, Perú, email: nelly.romero@oxfam.org  
– Andrea Sanhueza, representante electa del público, email: andreasanhuezae@gmail.com 
– Tomás Severino, representante electo alterno del público, email: tseverino@culturaecologica.org.mx 
 
 

G. Secretaría/ 
Secretariat 

 
 
Comisión Económica para América Latina y el Caribe (CEPAL)/Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) 
– Joseluis Samaniego, Director, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/Chief, 

Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, email: joseluis.samaniego@cepal.org 
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– Carlos de Miguel, Jefe de la Unidad de Políticas para el Desarrollo Sostenible, División de Desarrollo 
Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/Head of the Policies for Sustainable, Development Unit, 
Sustainable Development and Human Settlements Division, email: carlos.demiguel@cepal.org 

– David Barrio Lamarche, Oficial de Asuntos Ambientales, División de Desarrollo Sostenible y 
Asentamientos Humanos/Environmental Affairs Officer, Sustainable Development and Human 
Settlements Division, email: david.barrio@cepal.org 

– Gabriela Burdiles Perucci, Oficial Adjunta de Asuntos Ambientales, División de Desarrollo 
Sostenible y Asentamientos Humanos/Associate Environmental Affairs Officer, Sustainable 
Development and Human Settlements Division, email: gabriela.burdiles@cepal.org 
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