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1 Backgroud

48 part the activities undertaken within de economic integration
programme, during the last five years in the field of hnousing, the Sub-Ce
maittee on dousing, Building and £lanning of the Central America Economic
Cooperation Coumittee has established a working group to study at the
techrical level the results of the investigations carried in the field of
modular coordivation, and to make recommendations fyr the adoption of that
system in its mewmber countries,

The problems of housing nave been thesubject of study in the inte
gration programme. since 1957. At the Meeting on Housing, rlanning and
Building Materials incustries held in San José, Costa fiica in november of
that year the necd was pointed out to establisi Central smerican standards
and specifications for some building materials and to undertake studies
for their Jimemnsiounal coerdination. The project was included in the
programme of worx of the Sub Committee on fHousing, Building ahd Flanning
established in 1538 as a subsidiary organ of the Commitfee on Zevnomic
Cooperation,

Afterwards, on the basis of llesolution 61 (CCii) of the Comumittee,
the United Nations sureau of Technical issistance Operations assigned an
expert on housing to the programme, who since july 1959 has been working
in the studies on building materials standardization and modular coordina
tion, as well as in the analysis of the natisﬁal housing prograumes and of
the present situation of the building materials industries in operation in
Central awerica, In 1962 additional colaboration nas been received from
experts of the Urgzanization of smericun States and, more recently, from
one expert on productivity from the International Labour Jrganization,
agfigned to the Central america regicnal technical assistence programme.

The studies prepared are included in the reports entitled Modulag

Coordination in Housing (4/CN.12/CCE/SC.4/9) and Work Booklet

(cce/sc.4s/11/GTCH/ 4 ), presented
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dimensions;tolerances; efficiency and productivity, and module appropiate for
Central America.

Second, the group will study the relationship between modular coordination
and the technological process of industrial production for building materials
and equipment needed for housing. Within this study special attention should be
given to the industrial processes in use and to the possible alterations to be
introduced in them for the production of modulated materials, and standard
dimensions should be forrulated for the production of the various components,
Once those standard have been formulated, the group should integrate them -by
means of unified types and equivalents- in more complex architectural designs for
whole or partial housing units.

The development of the two first points will permit a thorough analysis,
not only of the aspects related to the modular coordination system as such, but
of the implications of its possible adoption in the planning, organization and
operation of the housing programs of the national housing institutes in the Central
American countries.

In accordance with the results thus obtained, the group will complete its

activities with the formulation of concrete recomendations and of procedures -

/including
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including deadlines, testing, initinl scope and subsequent eifects-for tiae
adopeibn of the systex of modular coordination by tiie national kousing ins
titutes on a Central American basis. It will also fosmulate reconmendations
regarding tue steps and nmeasurcs to e adupted to jroumote tﬁe'gradual zdap
tation of tie sulldiag materials producers and housing equipnent manufactu
res in Central America ¢ the requirenents of tue modular coordination sys

tem.

5. Urcanization of the work of the wmeeting

Tue group will work in lenary meetins, Tiae participants will have the
a.vise of experts irewt tiie united vatious, the Urgaasization of awmerican
otates sud the Interamerican Developrent Baank, as well as from countries
outside Ueutral juerica-dweden, the United fingcdo:, Canadd, and the Uniteu
States of America- wihere :tiore advance« experiences in the field of mcdular
coordination on cousing are availadle.

fn order te¢ wnalkke au analysis of tae relationslhip betwen the basic
module and the desiazn modules proposed on ome hand, and tie industrial pro
cesses for the production of construction materials and housing eguipment,

on the otlier, the group will visit six factories in Jan Salvador, wherc it

will hold working sessious,

4. esults of the meeting

It is iuportant to make emphasis on tiue siznificance of the ueeting of

the Working Group on Hodular Courdination on fiousing for tioe tentral Aneri
can kconouic.lntegration Progra.me., The advantages of utilizing tiuis sys
tem in housing are wellknown. In the countrics with greater experience in

tie watter, tiacse advantages nhave mainly consited in a cousiderable

/lowering
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loweving of tne cost of the construction proracmes, which iz relation to
available resourceé, in amounts always limiied, vicke possible nore sizable
advaices tuan tiose acuieved wnder different comdittions in tue solution
I tae social pronlenn of housing, lesides, the reiuction and standardiza-
tion of tiae types of naterials and eguiprient used, obtained through the ¢
dular cceordinaticn systew, result in higaer levels of productivity and
of

efificiency and 1t o reduction of tie cost/production of waterials and ejuip
ment,

It is evident that tae same benefits could ve derived from the
application of the zodular coordination systen i the Central American
countries. Furt.eruore, the existance of a re.ional cormon narket and of

an econoiiic integration prograrme deterwine the pussibilities of obtai-

rilng additional advantages. In fact, the executicn of the national tousing

coustructicn prograciies on tine ocasis of rodular waterials and equipuent,
with a wnifori. eriterion on tae rogienal level, will greatly facilitate
t.uae developrent of Central Averican »roductica and its commerce witnin toe
frasmework of tie coilicn nmarcet, xnd, also, toe utilizeation im all the cown
tries cf tue regiocn of tue nodular covrdination system will result in the
existence of aproepiate counditions for tie coordination ~f tihe natiomal nou
siitg pregra.es aad for an eventaal degree of especialization in soie as
pects suen as plaunning, design and utilization of the everlinited techni-
cal rescurccs, ot Central Auerican wases,

It is in this sense taat the present mecting of the working Group
on modular Coordination on Housing has an inportant meaniug for the econo-
mic inteygratien of the Central American Istumuus,. Tihe report and other

autconziings of tie meeting will be submitted to the consideration of the

sub Comaittee cn Housing, Building and Flanning of the Cental /merican
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Iiconouic Cooperation Committes to be held in 1962 and will permit the
orzans of the integration programiie and its menber states to take the ne-
cessary measures for joint action in this field,

The eupuasis sc given to modular coordination will coincide with
an stage of intensification in the housing rrograrsies in Central Arnierica
in whichh tiie Inter Ainterican Bank of Uevelopment has an active participa-
tion turough its tecunical assistance and fiusancing uperatiors, It is to
e boped taat tue results of this meeting vill also be of value in this
prucess of acceleration «f housing congtruction and will also coutribute
ts an increasiang participatien of tie ficancing instituticns, whether na-
ticnal, regional or internatioccal, whicli deal with thre housing problens

in Central America.



