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A. ORGANIZATION OF WORK

Place and date

1. The Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas was held at the
headquarters of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
(ECLAC) in Santiago, Chile, from 24 to 26 March 1999.

Attendance’

2. The meeting was attended by representatives of the following countries:
Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua,
Panama, Peru, Spain and Uruguay.

3. Representatives of the following organizations also attended by special invitation:
World Bank, Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), International Monetary Fund
(IMF), and Inter-American Statistical Institute (IASI).

Election of officers
4. The following officers were elected by consensus:

Chair: Peru

First Vice-Chair: Mexico

Second Vice-Chair: Canada
Rapporteur: ECLAC Secretariat

Opening session

5. The Executive Secretary of ECLAC, Mr. José Antonio Ocampo, expressed the
Commission’s willingness to act as technical secretariat for the Meeting of Directors of
Statistics of the Americas. He recalled that the Meeting would discuss a proposal for a
new institutional structure to bring it in line with United Nations practice in other regions.

6. With respect to the relationship that should exist between national authorities and
national statistical offices, he stated that the latter should act independently in presenting
the results of their studies and research, especially macroeconomic and social indicators

' See annex 1 for list of participants.
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and price statistics. The value of such indicators should not be the subject of discussion
before being made available to the public, and the dates of publication should be included
in a schedule distributed well in advance. However, that should not preclude the
authorities’ receiving the statistics a short time in advance so that they can prepare an
appropriate response.

7. Lastly, he reviewed the full range of items on the Agenda, highlighting the
importance of the discussions that Directors would hold during the Meeting, and wished
them success in establishing the biennial programme of activities for international and
regional cooperation.

Agenda and documentation

8. The participants had before them the documents listed in annex 2 and adopted the
following agenda:

L. Activities of the Statistical Commission of the United Nations

a) Ongoing functions

b) Technical cooperation

¢) Principles of official statistics

d) Working groups; follow-up to major United Nations
conferences; participation of Latin American countries

2. Cooperation programme in the field of statistics

a) Subprogramme 1: National Accounts

b) Subprogramme 2: Environmental statistics and indicators

¢) Subprogramme 3: Social and poverty statistics and indicators

d) Subprogramme 4: Dissemination of statistical information

e) Possibility of creating a subprogramme on horizontal
cooperation and a subprogramme on statistics concerning the
service sector

f) The year 2000 population census round.

3. Topics of general interest
a) Institutional reforms in recent years
b) New demand and funding
¢) The Y2K problem: its implications for statistics

4. Training

a) Buropean Training Centre for Economic Statisticians of
Developing Countries (CESD), Madrid
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b) National Institute of Statistics, Geography and Information (INEGI),
Mexico
c¢) Statistics Canada programme

Consideration of a proposal made by Canada, Mexico, Peru and
the ECLAC secretariat for the establishment of a Statistics
Conference of the Americas

B. MAIN CONCLUSIONS

Activities of the Statistical Commission of the United Nations (agenda item 1)

The following agreements were adopted:

9. The ECLAC secretariat was asked to pursue and expand its work of dissemination
of the activities of the Statistical Commission of the United Nations.

10.  The Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas would communicate to the
Statistical Commission the views expressed and agreements reached at the meeting with
respect to its activities.

11.  In response to the Statistical Commission’s request that it should be informed of
the views of the directors of statistics on the report technical cooperation adopted by the
expert group, participants expressed the following views:

a)

b)

d)

Donor countries should give special consideration to the needs of Latin
American countries. In that regard, it was desirable that, in the preparatory and
technical cooperation stages, institutional means should be found for
channelling that demand. The ECLAC secretariat was one of the agents best
able to provide cooperation in that area.

The technical cooperation provided was often of a general nature and therefore
of limited relevance, particularly when compared with the services provided
by experts hired by the countries to deal with specific issues corresponding to
their needs.

In some cases, technical cooperation was geared more towards general
academic or methodological issues than towards the needs of the countries.

Efforts should be made to avoid duplication of technical cooperation from
different sources. ’
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e) Countries receiving technical cooperation should ensure the continuity of
activities once the assistance was completed. Cooperation work should not be
initiated unless continuity was guaranteed.

f) The cooperation required by Latin America and the Caribbean was qualitative
rather than quantitative. The aim should be to determine critical areas in which
the transfer of methodologies and operational methods was more important
than the availability of external groups to do the bulk of the work.

12.. The Meeting adopted a proposal presented by Peru for a Website to be set up
with a link to ECLAC, so that other countries can have access to offers of horizontal
cooperation made by statistical offices in the region. The following additional features
should be incorporated in the design of the Website:

a) The nature of the offers should be clearly stated, in order to avoid confusion
between a country’s capacity and the availability of resources for placing that
capacity at the disposal of other countries.

b) The financial resources available for implementing offers of technical
cooperation should be clearly stated.

c) Assistance should be requested from another country for the creation within
the Website of a section where countries that have received technical
cooperation can present their assessment, both of successful cases and of those
that posed difficulties.

d) An effort should be made to include in the Website offers from countries not
mentioned in the document prepared by Peru.

€) Areas in which several offers have been made should be examined, and
consideration should be given to the possibility of coordinating them, in order
to improve efficiency in the use of resources.

f) Care should be taken to ensure that such offers of bilateral cooperation are not
detrimental to multilateral cooperation.

13. At the request of the Statistical Commission, the Meeting of Directors considered
the possible actions that might be undertaken in the region with respect to the
implementation of the Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics.

The actions being implemented internationally include:

a) A guide being drafted by Statistics Netherlands as a complement to the
Fundamental Principles.



5

b) A feasibility study being prepared by the United Nations Statistical Office on
the establishment of a Web page that would provide access to documents on
the application of the 10 fundamental principles prepared by more experienced
statistical offices.

¢) The revision of the Manual prepared 20 years ago by the United Nations on
the organization of statistical offices in collaboration with a consultant with
wide experience in the field.

In response to these activities, countries of the region might:
a) Consider that it would be relevant to have a manual or handbook;

b) Express a desire for a document of regional scope or a preference for one that
would be applicable worldwide.

It was agreed that the ECLAC secretariat would hold consultations with countries
in the course of the following month and would advise participants of the regional view.

14, The Meeting adopted a system for assigning responsibilities among the countries
and ECLAC in order to guarantee their participation in the groups of cities operating
within the framework of the United Nations Statistical Commission. It was agreed that
the countries that participated in the groups would do so actively and, at least once a year,
would report to the other countries on those activities and agreements that were most
relevant to the region.

15. It was agreed that the ECLAC secretariat would hold consultations with countries
within one month and would prepare a list of the groups of cities and countries that would
represent the region in these groups.

Cooperation programme in the field of Statistics (agenda items 2 a), b), c) and d))

16.  The Meeting of Directors considered and adopted the Programme of International
Statistical Work for Latin America and the Caribbean - 1999-2000, comprising four
subprogrammes. The first is concerned with the adaptation and production of basic
statistics in the framework of a regional strategy for the implementation of the System of
National Accounts 1993; the second, with environmental statistics. and indicators; the
third, with social and poverty statistics and indicators, and the fourth, with the
dissemination of statistical information. The Programme, including the changes
introduced by the Directors at the Commission’s suggestion, is contained in Annex 3.

Cooperation programme in the field of statistics (agenda item 2 f))
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17. With respect to the matter of population and housing censuses, it was agreed that
the Chair of the Steering Committee of the Meeting of Directors would send a letter to the
President of the Inter-American Development Bank stressing the importance of opening a
line of credit to support the 2000 round of censuses. It was also agreed that the Chair
would follow up on the action taken, in collaboration with Costa Rica and Panama and
that CELADE - Population Division of ECLAC would provide the necessary technical
assistance.

Cooperation programme in the field of statistics (agenda item 2 e))

18. Regarding the possibility of creating a programme of activities in the area of
statistics concerning the service sector, it was agreed that the ECLAC secretariat would,
on the basis of the guidelines set forth in the document Service Sector Statistics
(LC/R.1889 (Sem.88/3), hold consultations with countries to consider the possibility of
creating working groups in some of the service areas identified in the document.

Consideration of a proposal made by Canada, Mexico, Peru and the ECLAC
secretariat for the establishment of a Statistics Conference of the Americas (agenda
item 5)

19.  The Meeting endorsed the proposal for a new institutional framework providing
for the establishment of the Statistics Conference of the Americas, along with its Bureau,
as a subsidiary organ of ECLAC. This proposal is included herewith as annex 4. The
ECLAC secretariat undertook to submit the proposal at its biennial meeting scheduled for
the year 2000.

20. Tt was agreed, pending approval of the proposal, to appoint a Steering Committee
of the Meeting of Statistical Directors of the Americas, which would be governed by the
objectives and regulations contained in the aforementioned proposal. The elected officers
would thus serve in that capacity until the end of the first meeting of the Conference.

21.  The following officers were appointed to serve on the Steering Committee:
Chair: Peru
Members: Argentina, Bolivia, Dominican Republic, Guatemala and Mexico.
The country that would represent Europe on the Steering Committee
would be decided following a consultation headed by Spain.

Institutional reforms in recent years (agenda item 3 a))

22.  The relevant actions being taken at the institutional level are outlined below:



23. At the meeting on institutional issues, the directors identified a series of issues

that posed challenges for their agencies and proposed operational mechanisms for
addressing them.

24, The majority of participants considered the challenges set out below to be
particularly important:

a)

b)

d)

There was a clear perception of the growing importance of information in
modern society, which was commonly referred to as the “information society”.
A significant qualitative change has occurred which calls for an in-depth
review to be made of the functions and activities of statistical offices. Some
participants underscored the importance of quality of information, while
others emphasized the need to respond in a timely manner and to ensure wider
coverage, since statistical agencies faced competition from other institutions,
both public and private.

Societal changes were reflected in new information needs. Current and
potential users had increased substantially, especially as a result of new
communications technology, and the same had occurred with information
coverage. Whereas the need in the past was mainly for economic information,
currently the emphasis tended to be on social and environmental indicators.
Underlying those changes were society’s preoccupation with quality of life
and the environment and the fact that governmental bodies were no longer the
sole or primary users since, increasingly, other social sectors were becoming
involved on the basis of their political rights or specific activities. The new
working groups established within the Statistical Commission also responded
to new demands, since they were working to create a response capacity in
frontier areas. Under those circumstances, it was necessary to articulate such
demands in view of the limited response capacity of the government agencies.

Statistical agencies had reacted to such new requirements in different ways.
On the one hand, they had responded to the requirements of the government
apparatus of which they were a part. On the other, they had displayed a
significant change of attitude, in that they had adopted an active policy of
studying the views of current and potential users. That change of attitude also
implied a change in culture for statistical agencies, since it implied that the
central criterion for orienting activities and setting priorities was the
identification of the most important social needs.

The participants expressed dissatisfaction with the way statistical work was
viewed by the public and by Governments. They suggested various ways of
improving public perception of the importance of statistics in evaluating,
designing and monitoring policies. One suggestion was to create statistical
committees made up of both public and private agents representing the full
spectrum of users. Users would thus be able to take an active role in the
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decisions of statistical agencies and would achieve a greater understanding of
statistical work and its importance. A second suggestion was to create a
statistical "lobby" in international organizations to urge them to exert their
influence on government opinion and to consider including a statistical
component in existing international cooperation programmes and projects in a
wide range of non-statistical activities. A third suggestion was that in
establishing their priority programmes and plans, governments should spell
out the statistical needs inherent in the efficient formulation and execution of
such programmes and plans. A fourth was to promote the use of statistical
information, either through the activities of the statistical agencies themselves
or through the programmes set up in collaboration with key users.

e) It was noted that major changes were taking place in the management and
financing of statistical agencies. The efficiency criteria being applied to public
spending had affected these agencies as well. When statistical offices had
taken an active stance in this respect, they had found new sources of financing
by saving resource and had been able to establish a fruitful dialogue with
finance ministries. Most agencies had discovered that information marketing
could be a growing source of self-financing, while at the same time improving
civil servants’ attitude towards users of information. Nevertheless, in a
number of countries, statistical agencies were still forced to operate on clearly
inadequate budgets, often with very little access to international cooperation.

f) The structure of the national statistical system was seen as a problem area.
Progress had been made in some countries in coordinating the activities and
financing of public and private agencies for specific tasks. Some felt that it
was still essential for the statistical agencies themselves to conduct the
primary statistical operations in the economic, social and environmental
spheres. Others saw greater potential in inter-agency cooperation. The
autonomy of statistical agencies in terms of both their professional functions
and their financing still raised concerns; in some countries, institutional
reforms had been adopted tending to reinforce that autonomy.

25.  The participants suggested ways to address these challenges. One suggestion was
to create working groups of directors who shared common concerns in which they could
exchange experiences and solutions. Access to the Internet would greatly facilitate joint
work, which had been hindered because of the costs involved in organizing meetings. A
second solution would be to ask the ECLAC secretariat to cooperate with the Steering
Committee of the Meeting of Directors in transmitting the views of the directors to the
political authorities in the countries. A third suggestion was that the Steering Committee
should present the directors’ request to the United Nations Statistical Commission and to
the various international financial institutions with a view to channelling them to the
international forums attended by the governments of the region and to ensuring that
statistical components are included in international cooperation programmes and projects.
A fourth suggestion was to ask the ECLAC secretariat to provide its advisory and
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cooperation services to the countries on a selective basis; in that connection, the

programme of activities to be adopted by the Meeting of Directors of Statistics would
serve as a valuable tool.

Training (agenda item 4)

26. It was decided that a list would be prepared of the courses provided by statistical
agencies of the countries participating in the Meeting of Directors that were or might be
the subject of regional or international cooperation activities. ECLAC, in consultation
with the National Institute of Statistics, Geography and Information (INEGI) of Mexico
and the European Training Centre for Economic Statisticians of Developing Countries
(Madrid) would design a questionnaire to be sent out to the countries. Strict criteria
would be applied in order to limit the number of training activities to be included in the
inventory and thus obtain a workable list. The types of courses that were most helpful to
potential users would be identified.

27. Once the inventory had been completed, INEGI would head a working group that
would consider the prospects for cooperation in that area. In addition to seeking some
degree of consensus and avoiding possible duplication, the group would consider the
feasibility of providing information on methodology and course levels.
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COUNTRIES/ PAISES

ARGENTINA

BELIZE/BELICE

Mr. Héctor Eduardo Montero

Director General '

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INDEC)
Av. Pte. Julio A. Roca 609

1067 Buenos Aires

Tel.: (54-11) 43499609/43499614

Fax: (54-11) 43314456/43430564

E-Mail: hmont@indec.mecon.ar

Mr. Alejandro Giusti

Director Nacional de Estadisticas Sociales y de Poblacién
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INDEC)

Av. Pte. Julio A. Roca 609, piso 3, oficina 304

1067 Buenos Aires

Tel.: (54-11) 43499220

Fax: (54-11) 43499730

E-Mail: agius@indec mecon.ar

Ms. Nilda Garcfa Melchionna
Coordinadora

PRINEM

Avda. Roque Sdenz Pefia 609
Buenos Aires

Tel.: (54-11) 43499546

Fax: (54-11) 43499686
E-Mail:

Mr. Sylvan A. Roberts
Chief Statistician

Central Statistical Office
Ministry of Finance

New Government Bldg.
P.O. Box 42

Belmopan, Cayo District
Tel.: (501-8) 22207/22352
Fax: (501-8) 22306/22886
E-Mail: csogob@btl.net



BOLIVIA

BRAZIL /BRASIL

CANADA
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Lic. Carlos Garafulic

Director Ejecutivo

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE)
Plaza Mario Guzmén Aspiazu No. 1
Casilla 6129

La Paz

Tel.: (591-2) 333222

Fax: (591-2) 354230

E-Mail:

Sra. Martha Mayer

Directora de Directoria de Pesquisas

Fundagao Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estadistica (IBGE)
Av. Chile 500, andar 10

Rio de Janeiro, R.J.

Tel.: (55-21) 5144747

Fax: (55-21) 5144785

E-Mail:

Mr. José Bevilaqua

Economista

Fundagao Instituto Brasileiro de Geografia e Estadistica (IBGE)
Av. Chile 500, andar 12

Rio de Janeiro, R.J.

Tel.: (55-21) 5140566

Fax:

E-Mail: bevi@cos.ufrj.br

Mr. Béla Prigly

Director

International and Professional Relations Division
Statistics Canada

25 F, R.H. Coats Building,

Ottawa, Ontario KIA OT6

Tel.: (613) 9518917

Fax: (613) 9511231

E-Mail: priglyb@statcan.ca



COSTA RICA

CUBA

CHILE
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Sra. Maria Marta Biez
Coordinadora General

Area de Estadistica y Censos

Calle Central, Avenida 4, Edif. Rex, piso 4
Apartado 10163-1000

San José

Tel.: (506) 2219656

Fax: (506) 2230813

E-Mail: dgec@meic.gov.cr

Mr. Rodolfo Roque

Director General

Oficina Nacional de Estadistica (ONE)

Paseo No. 60 E 3a y 5a. Plaza de la Revolucién,
La Habana

Tel.: (53-7) 300005/333083

Fax: (53-7) 333083

E-Mail: roque @onered.one.gov.cu

Mr. Méximo Aguilera

Director Nacional

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE)
Av. Bulnes 418, piso 3

Casilla 498, Correo 3

Santiago

Tel.: (56-2) 3667401

Fax: (56-2) 6961929

E-Mail: inesdadm@reuna.cl

Mr. René Saa Vidal

Encargado Cooperacién Técnica Internacional
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE)
Vicufia Mackenna 115, piso 5

Santiago

Tel.: (56-2)2226545/6347642

Fax: (56-2) 2226545

E-Mail: inegeo@ctcreuna.cl
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CHILE (cont.) Mr. Pedro Menéndez
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE)
Av. Bulnes 418, piso 3
Casilla 498, Correo 3
Santiago
Tel.: (56-2) 3667401
Fax: (56-2) 6961929
E-Mail: inesdadm@reuna.cl

Mr. Vladimir Arellano

Subdirector Administrativo

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE)
Av. Bulnes 418, piso 3

Santiago

Tel.: (56-2) 3690048

Fax: (56-2) 6961929

E-Mail: ineadmin@reuna.cl

ECUADOR Dr. Germén Rojas Idrovo
Director General
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INEC)
Juan Larrea 534 y Riofrio
Quito
Tel.: (593-2) 231602
Fax: (593-2) 509836
E-Mail: inecl @ecnet.ec

EL SALVADOR  Lic. Francisco Antonio Alemén
Director General
Direccién General de Estadistica y Censos
Av. Juan Bertis 79, Ciudad Delgado
San Salvador
Tel.: (503) 2862504
Fax: (503) 2862505
E-Mail:

GUATEMALA Mr. Mario Jacobs
Gerente General
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
Edificio América, 8a. Calle 9-55, Zona 1
Ciudad de Guatemala
Tel.: (502-2) 2382587
Fax: (502-2) 2324790
E-Mail: ine @gua.gbm.net
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HAITI/HAITI Sra. Danilia Altidor
Directora General Adjunta
Instituto Haitiano de Estadistica e Informatica
Boulevard Harry Truman
Port-au-Prince
Tel.: (509-1) 2222669/2235330
Fax: (509-1) 2215812
E-Mail: Thsi @rehred-Haiti.net

HONDURAS Sra. Hilda Espinal
Directora General
Direccién General de Estadistica y Censos
6a. Avenida y 8a. Calle
Comayaguela MDC
Tegucigalpa
Tel.: (504) 2223279
Fax: (504) 2227886

E-Mail:
MEXICO/ Dr. Carlos Jarque
MEXICO Presidente

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, Geografia e Informética
Edificio Sede, Av. Prol. Héroe de Nacozari No. 2301 Sur
CP 20290 Ciudad Industrial

Aguascalientes

Tel.: (491) 81105

Fax: (491) 81487

E-Mail: cmjarque @presi.inegi.gob.mx

Lic. Miguel Cervera

Director General

Direccién General de Estadistica
Edificio Sede, Puerta 3, ler nivel,
Prol. Héroe de Nacozari No. 2301 Sur
Aguascalientes

Tel.: (52-49) 182480

Fax: (52-49) 181487

E-Mail: mcervera@dge.inegi.gob.mx
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MI:ZXICO/ Dr. Mario Palma
MEXICO Coordinador Administrativo
(cont.) Instituto Nacional de Estadistica, Geografia e Informatica (INEGI)

Edificio Sede, Av. Prol. Héroe de Nacozari No. 2301 Sur
CP 20290 Ciudad Industrial

Aguascalientes

Tel.: (52-49) 181342

Fax: (52-49) 183083/181487

E-Mail: mpalma@diapca.inegi.gob.mx

NICARAGUA Mr. Luis Benavides
Director General
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INEC)
Frente Hospital Lenin Fonseca
Apartado 4031
Managua 5
Tel.: (505-2) 666564
Fax: (505-2) 662031
E-Mail: endesa98.@ibw.com.ni

Sra. Luisa Lépez

Asistente

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica y Censos (INEC)
Frente Hospital Lenin Fonseca

Apartado 4031

Managua 5

Tel.: (505-2) 681795

Fax: (505-2) 662031

E-Mail: endesa98.@ibw.com.ni

PANAMA/ Mr. Dimas Quiel
PANAMA Director
Direccién de Estadistica y Censos
Av. Balboa y Federico Boyd
Apartado 5213, Zona 5
Panam4
Tel.: (507) 2643734
Fax: (507) 2697294
E-Mail:



PERU/PERU

SPAIN/ ESPANA
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Mr. Félix Murillo

Jefe

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica e Informatica (INEI)
General Garzén No. 658, Jesis Maria

Apartado 936

Lima

Tel.: (51-1) 4338284

Fax: (51-1) 4333159

E-Mail: postmast@inei.gob.pe

Mr. Alberto Padilla

Asesor

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica e Informética (INEI)
General Garzén No. 654, Jesis Marfa

Apartado 936

Lima

Tel.: (51-1) 4334223

Fax: (51-1) 4333159

E-Mail:

Mr. Renén J. Quispe Llanos

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica e Informatica (INEI)
General Garzén No. 654

Apartado 936

Lima

Tel.: (51-1) 4333126

Fax: (51-1) 4333126

E-Mail:

Ms. Pilar Martin-Guzmaén
Presidente

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
Paseo La Castellana 183

28016 Madrid

Tel.: (34-9) 5839271/5839100
Fax: (34-9) 5792713

E-Mail: pguzman@ine.es



SPAIN/ ESPANA
(cont.)

URUGUAY
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Mr. José Luis Cervera

Director de Relaciones Internacionales
Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (INE)
Paseo La Castellana 183

28046 Madrid

Tel.: (34-91) 5839241/5839241

Fax: (34-91) 5837918/5792713

E-Mail: jicervera@ine.es

Mr. Orual Andina

Director

Instituto Nacional de Estadistica
Rio Negro 1520

Montevideo

Tel.: (598-2) 9032878

Fax: (598-2) 9032881

E-Mail: oandina@ine.gub.uy

AGENCIES ORGANISMOS

IDB/ BID

WORLD BANK/
BANCO
MUNDIAL

Mr. Gilberto Moncada
Coordinador Programa MECOVI
1300 New York Avenue
Washington, D.C.

USA

Tel.: (202) 6232716

Fax: (202) 6233299

E-Mail: gilbertom@iadb.org

Mr. Michael Ward

Principal Economist

1818 H Street N.W.

Washington D.C. 20433

USA

Tel.: (202) 4736318

Fax: (202) 5223669

E-Mail: mward@worldbank.org
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CELADE Mr. Juan Chackiel
Jefe, Area Demografia
Centro Latinoamericano de Demografia
Casilla 91
Santiago, Chile
Tel.: (56-2) 2102001
Fax: (56-2) 2080196
E-Mail: jchackie@eclac.cl

IMF/ FMI Mr. Peter Joyce
Vice-Director
Departamento de Estadistica
700 19™ Street,
Washington D.C., 20431
USA
Tel.: (202) 6237984
Fax: (202) 6236460

E-Mail: pjoyce@imf.org
jirving@imf.org

IASI Mr. Evelio Fabbroni
Secretario Técnico
Balcarce 184, piso 2, Of. 211
1327 Buenos Aires
ARGENTINA
Tel.: (54-11) 43495777/2
Fax: (54-11) 43495776
E-Mail: efabb@indec.mecon.ar

PARADIGMA Mr. Phillip R. Roe Smithson
Gerente
Av. Manquehue Sur 520 Of. 204
Las Condes, Santiago
Tel.: (56-2) 2070252
Fax: (56-2) 2060984
E-Mail: proe@paradigma.cl
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

The programme of activities described below represents an effort to incorporate into a
single document the activities of statistical cooperation being carried out by international and
regional bodies and by countries within and outside the region.

Particular attention will be given in this document to a number of major programmes
which will be under way during the biennium 1999-2000. These include the programmes of the
European Training Centre for Economic Statisticians of Developing Countries (CESD) of
Madrid, the statistical cooperation project between the European Union and the Mercosur
countries (EU-Mercosur), the general and specific dissemination programmes of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), and the programme to improve surveys on living conditions in Latin
America and the Caribbean (MECOVI) of the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the
World Bank and ECLAC. This document does not discuss the training activities carried out by
CESD-Madrid and the National Institute of Statistics, Geography and Information of Mexico
(INEGI), which will be dealt with in a separate document.

The EU-Mercosur project launched in late 1998 includes five types of activities:

Working groups
Training modules
Methodology studies
National subprojects
Conferences

<2 HHE"

There are 10 working groups, six of which will deal with the respective chapters of the
programme of work. These groups will begin work in the second quarter of 1999 and will meet
twice a year. The remaining activities are at the design stage, and their work schedules will be
provided to the Directors in due course.

It should be emphasized that, from the beginning, the Directors of Statistics of Mercosur
have expressed interest in opening up the activities of the project to other countries.

ECLAC is taking part in the project as an observer. According to the demands of the
Project manager, ECLAC will collaborate by bestowing available operative and methodological
material, the experience and reports of other groups working in the region and at the international
level, and material from countries that have underway activities useful for the project objectives.

The MECOVI project was presented to the Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the
Americas held in Santiago, Chile, in October 1996. In the present document, under the heading
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of subprogramme 3 on social and poverty statistics and indicators, a brief outline will be given of
the project’s objectives, activities to date, and those planned for the biennium 1999-2000.

A description of IMF programmes relating to the dissemination of information is
provided in a separate document (DDR/9).

The programme of activities consists of four subprogrammes: national accounts,
environmental statistics and indicators; social and poverty statistics and indicators; and
dissemination of statistical information. This document presents each of the four
subprogrammes, beginning with a brief introduction and detailing the subprogramme elements
involved in each one. Efforts have been made to identify the various activities and allocate
responsibility for each to a particular organization or a national statistical office. In every case,
owing to financial and other constraints affecting the region, certain activities planned for the
year 2000 are not yet sufficiently well defined.
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SUBPROGRAMME 1: Adaptation and production of basic statistics in the framework of a
regional strategy for the implementation of the System of National
Accounts 1993 (SNA 1993).

INTRODUCTION

1. According to the first two versions of the regional statistical programme for Latin
America and the Caribbean, this subprogramme comprised activities to assist countries in
implementing the System of National Accounts 1993 (SNA 1993), a long-term task which is now
being carried forward into the biennium 1999-2000.

2. Activities in this sphere were divided among five subprogramme elements. They involved
such tasks as: translating technical documentation and providing access to that documentation for
those responsible for SNA 1993 and to producers of basic statistics; supporting the countries of
the region in the adoption of international concepts, definitions and classifications recommended
for the production and organization of basic statistics; training experts in the area of national
accounts and production of basic statistics; and improving and expanding basic and price
statistics.

3. The following programme of activities takes into account the experience of the past two
bienniums and is designed to continue and broaden this area of work.

SUBPROGRAMME ELEMENTS

Subprogramme element 1.1: Providing access to technical documentation for those responsible
for SNA 1993 and for producers of basic statistics in the countries of Latin America and the
Caribbean.

4. ECLAC will complete the translation into Spanish of the manual “Inflation accounting:
manual on national accounting under conditions of hi gh inflation”, now in preparation.

5. ECLAC with the financial support of the Statistics Division of the United Nations
(UNSD) will translate into Spanish the “Glossary of National Accounts Terminology SNA
1993, prepared by OECD. This glossary will be part of the new “Questionnaire of National
Accounts” that the United Nations will implement in 1999.

6. ECLAC proposes to distribute the following manuals to those responsible for elaborating
basic statistics and national accounts, with the collaboration of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) and UNSD:

a) Compilation and analysis of input-output tables (UNSD).

b) Household accounts (UNSD).

¢) Relationship between business accounting and national accounts (UNSD).
d) A systemic approach to the compilation of national accounts. (UNSD).
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e) Computerization of national accounts: a compendium of national experiences
(UNSD).

f) Concepts and methods for environmental indicators (UNSD).

g) Central Product Classification, version 1.0 (UNSD).

h) Classification of outlays by purpose: Classification of the Function of the
Government, Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose, Classification of
the Purposes of the private non-profit institutions serving households, Classification
of outlays of producers by purpose, UNSD

i) A Manual on Government Finance Statistics (IMF).

7. With the collaboration of the Statistics Division of the United Nations, ECLAC will
prepare the Spanish language version of SNA 1993 for publication on a CD-ROM.

8. In order to improve dissemination of and access to documents produced by technical
meetings and seminars, ECLAC will make available a Web page on its Internet server so that
users within and outside the region can consult the documents. Circulation of the Spanish
language version of SNA News and Notes will continue, with cooperation from INEGI (Mexico).

Subprogramme element 1.2: Follow-up and support of the SNA 1993 implementation process
and of efforts to improve the production of basic statistics.

9. ECLAC, which is acting as the focal point for Latin America and the Caribbean in the
SNA 1993 implementation process, will continue to evaluate progress in this area. It will
continue to conduct an annual survey among producers of national accounts, requesting
information on the progress made in implementing SNA 1993. An annual report will also
continue to be produced, identifying blocks of national accounts data which are complete or
awaiting completion, areas where the countries need to cooperate to facilitate implementation,
efforts made to improve basic statistics, and training requirements which have been identified.

10.  ECLAC will update the directory of national accounts experts of the countries of Latin
America and the Caribbean and make it available for consultation on a Web page on its Internet
server.

11. ECLAC will organize a meeting of experts during the second quarter of 2000 to analyse
major aspects of the SNA 1993 implementation process in the countries of the region.

12.  ECLAC will promote participation by the countries of the region in the working groups
responsible for updating classifications and manuals for general use. In the process of updating
the Manual on statistics on international trade in services (UNSD) will participate the National
Statistical Institute of Uruguay.

Subprogramme element 1.3: Sharing of experience and training of national accounts experts
and producers of basic statistics related to SNA 1993.
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13. ECLAC will continue to act as a “clearing house” for requests for advisory services,
locating experts who can provide the required cooperation. It will also undertake to locate, upon
request by a country, technical experts who are nationals of other countries which have greater
experience of specific matters in the areas of basic statistics, national accounts, prices, and
processing and dissemination of data.

14. Jointly with the Statistics Division of the United Nations and INEGI (Mexico), ECLAC
will also organize a seminar on national accounts during the fourth trimester of 1999.

15.  ECLAC and UNSD with the support of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the
Netherlands Antilles, organize a seminar on national accounts and classifications to be held from
31 May to 4 June 1999.

16.  With the co-sponsorship of ECLAC and UNSD, the National Institute of Statistics of
Bolivia will organize a regional seminar in the year 2000 on the incorporation of national
accounts classifications and definitions in the production of basic statistics.

17. With the co-sponsorship of ECLAC and UNSD, the National Statistical and Informatics
Institute of Peru will organize in the year 2000 a regional seminar con the 2000 round of
economic censuses: Definitions and coverage, classifications and nomenclature, and unit of
observation.

18.  During the 1999-2000 period, training organizations working in Latin America will
continue to give regional courses in connection with improvements in basic statistics for the
implementation of SNA 1993, and the elaboration of blocks and information systems relating to
SNA 1993, such as institutional accounts, balance of payments, and monetary and financial
statistics.

19. In 1999 and 2000, the Centre for Latin American Monetary Studies (CEMLA) will
organize courses and seminars in national accounts, balance of payments and monetary and
financial statistics at the request of central bank authorities and statistical offices in the countries
of the region, a significant part of these activities are carried out in close collaboration with the
IMF in the framework of their programme of technical assistance and training.
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ngfollowin rogrammes have so favrb been planned for 1999:

# __ PROGRAMMETITLE |  VENUE | DATE
Balance of payments (seminar) Madrid, Spai;n— 7-11 June 1999
Banco de Espaiia
Financial and monetary statistics (course) Mexico City, CEMLA 8-26 November, 1999
Strategy for elaboration of financial and Mexico City Date unknown,
monetary statistics (workshop) CEMLA Duration 3 days
Financial and monetary statistics (course) Caracas, Venezuela Second semester of
Central Bank of Venezuela 1999 (three weeks)
Financial and monetary statistics (course) Bogotd, Colombia Second semester of
Banco de 1a Republic 1999 (three weeks)
National accounts (course) Panam4 July 1999
Office of the Comptroller- (two weeks)
General of the Republic
Balance of Payments (course) Central Bank of El First half 1999
) Salvador
Balance of payments (workshop) Central Bank of El Second half 1999
Salvador

20.  During the 1999-2000 biennium, CESD-Madrid will offer courses pertaining to all the
subprogrammes of this programme of work. Activities will be carried out under each
subprogramme in 1999. In addition each subprogramme will include activities of the EU-
Mercosur project in the management of which CESD-Madrid is involved. Included under this is
a general international cooperation activity corresponding to Working Group 9, on guidelines for
the statistical information systems of EU-Mercosur, which will meet twice in 1999. The
following activities have been scheduled for 1999:

R

Subprogramme 1: Adaptation and production of basic statistics in the framework of a regional strategy for
the implementation of the System of National Accounts 1993 (SNA 1993) =~ Vo o

1.1 Exchange of experiences and training of experts in national accounts and producers of basic statistics related to
the SNA 1993

CESD-Madrid: XXI Introductory course to National Accounts (Madrid, October 1999)

CESD-Madrid: Seminar on Financial Accounts (Madrid, October 1999)

CESD-Madrid: XXI Course of Surveys to Enterprises (Madrid, May 1999)

CESD-Madrid: Seminar on External Trade Statistics (Cartagena, July 1999)

CESD-Madrid: Seminar on harmonized CPI (Lima, June 1999)

1.2 International technical cooperation
EU-Mercosur: Working group on “Customs and External Trade Statistics”
EU-Mercosur: Working group on “Investments Statistics”
EU-Mercosur: Working group on “Service Statistics”
EU-Mercosur: Working group on “Transport Statistics”
EU-Mercosur: Working group on “Macroeconomic indicators”
EU-Mercosur: Working group on “Competitivity and Productivity of Enterprises”
EU-Mercosur: Working group on “Classifications and nomenclatures”
CESD-Madrid: Course/workshop on the year 2000 (Latin American headquarters)
1.3 Science and technology statistics
CESD-Madrid: Seminar on Science and Technology Statistics (Montevideo, November 1999)
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21.  ECLAC will cooperate with national bodies that request its assistance and have the
necessary financial resources in the organization and implementation of local training courses
and workshops on national accounts and basic statistics.

Subprogramme element 1.4: Improvement and extension of the production of basic statistics
for the implementation of SNA 1993,

22.  Using the annual survey on progress made in implementing SNA 1993 mentioned in
paragraph 9 above, ECLAC will cooperate with the countries in defining international and
regional technical assistance programmes and establishing priorities for improving their basic
statistics. In addition, a module will be designed to evaluate the situation in terms of censuses,
surveys and administrative records used with basic statistics in the elaboration of national
accounts.

23.  With a view to disseminating practical methods for the use of basic price statistics,
ECLAC and the World Bank will announce the results of the International Comparison
Programme (ICP) for 1996.

24, The International Trade, Finance and Transport Division and the Statistics and Economic
Projections Division of ECLAC will obtain support from the statistical office of a developed
country with appropriate experience and from countries of the region which have acquired such
experience, in order to organize a regional programme on improvements in statistics on
international trade in services, the basic purpose will be to promote and support the use of a
standard questionnaire for collecting the relevant data in all the countries of the region.

25.  Within the framework of this subprogramme ECLAC will, if so requested by those
responsible for the European Union/Mercosur Project referred to in the Introduction, provide
support with that programme to the following working groups:

WGI. Customs and foreign trade statistics
WG2. Investment statistics

WG3. Services statistics

WG4. Macroeconomic indicators

WGT7. Classifications and nomenclatures
WG10. Transport statistics
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Each of these working groups will meet twice in 1999, according to the following schedule:

_Workinggroup |~ Firstmeeting | Second meeting
il Venue Date. | Vemie | " Date
WGl Buenos Aires First semester 1999 | Asuncién Second semester 1999
WG2 Montevideo First semester 1999 | Asuncién Second semester 1999
WG3 Montevideo First semester 1999 | Asuncién Second semester 1999
WG4 Buenos Aires First semester 1999 | Asuncién Second semester 1999
WG7 Buenos Aires First semester 1999 | Rio de Janeiro Second semester 1999
WG10 Montevideo First semester 1999 | Rio de Janeiro Second semester 1999

The working groups are expected to have the same number of meetings in the year 2000. The
schedule and venues will be announced in due course.

Training modules corresponding to these working groups will also be organized. The dates and
venues will be announced later.

26. Mercosur member countries, in conjunction with Chile and Bolivia, have established a
group to harmonize procedures and practices used in calculating consumer price indices. ECLAC
acts as Secretariat for the group. In consultation with the group, it will consider the possibility of
including other countries of the region in these exercises and find ways to disseminate the
group’s conclusions to the other countries in the region.

Subprogramme element 1.5: International technical cooperation.

27.  ECLAC will continue to participate in the implementation of project PAN/93/002,
“Improving the national accounting system and the compilation of basic statistics” (Panama).

28.  ECLAC will continue to encourage horizontal technical cooperation activities among the
countries of the region.

29.  ECLAC will cooperate with national statistical agencies and other institutions responsible
for national accounts in organizing and implementing regional and international cooperation
programmes. When appropriate, it will coordinate these activities with other bodies including
IMF, UNSD and IDB. This will require the use of internal resources as well as the mobilization
of independent experts from other organizations.

30.  UNSD will continue collaborating with the Central American Monetary Council giving
support to Central Banks of Central American countries in the establishment of links between
national accounts and financial programming. It will also continue to collaborate with the
Caribbean Community (Caricom), the Organization of Eastern Caribbean States (OECS), and the
Central Bank of the Eastern Caribbean in lending support to Caribbean countries in connection
with the development of basic national accounts for small island economies, including tourism
satellite accounts within the table on supply and use of goods and services.
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31.  The statistics department of IMF is preparing a medium-term technical assistance
programme for the region and plans to provide the equivalent of five or six person-years in
assistance each year. This technical cooperation will consist of approximately thirty missions per
year, each mission will focus on one specific subject, i.e., statistics relating to balance of
payments, public finance, money and bank and real statistics (national accounts, consumer prices,
producer prices and external trade). Two multithematic missions may also be sent. The
department will also provide training courses on all these subjects at IMF Headquarters in
Washington and will offer regional courses on selected topics.

32.  The National Institute of Statistics and Informatics of Peru (INEI) will set up a Web page
with a ling to ECLAC in which it will make available to the countries of the region offers of
horizontal technical cooperation from the statistical offices in the region. It was suggested that
the configuration of this page, the following additional requirements should be borne in mind:

a) The nature of the offers should be clearly stated in order to avoid confusion between a
country’s capacity and the availability of resources for placing that capacity at the disposal of
other countries.

b) The financial resources available for implementing offers of technical cooperation should be
clearly states.

c¢) Assistance should be requested from another country for the creation within the Website of a
section where countries that have received technical cooperation can present their assessment
both of successful cases and of those that had posed difficulties.

d) An effort should be made to include din the Website offers from countries not mentioned in
the document prepared by Peru.

e) Areas in which several offers have been made should be examined, with a view to
coordinating them, in order to improve efficiency in the use of resources.

f) Care should be take to ensure that such offers of bilateral cooperation are not detrimental to
multilateral cooperation.
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SUBPROGRAMME 2: Environmental statistics and indicators.
INTRODUCTION

33. At the 1996 Meeting of Directors of Statistics, the role to be played in this area by
national statistical agencies was discussed. It was observed that it was a new area, in which
agencies usually had little experience. The Directors noted, however, that there was growing
demand for environmental statistics and indicators, and that responsibility for collecting basic
data was dispersed among many public- and private-sector bodies. In any case, national statistical
offices should play a central role in coordinating activities, disseminating information and
ensuring the quality of data.

34.  In close cooperation with INEGI (Mexico) and the UNSD, ECLAC has been carrying out
activities designed to enable the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean to benefit from
experience gained in other regions and share the advances achieved within the region. The
difficulties encountered have clearly exceeded those experienced in other spheres within the
region. This is all the more reason for increasing these efforts rather than abandoning the cause.
Clearly, cooperation activities in this area limited, and it is quite difficult to find institutions that
have operational experience.

35.  In 1996, INEGI and ECLAC conducted a survey in the countries of the region in order to
produce an analytical study on the compilation and generation of environmental statistics in the
region.

36. Two workshops were held in 1998. The first, on environmental accounting, took place
from 20 to 24 April 1998, with the cooperation of UNSD. The second, on soil indicators, was
organized jointly with INEGI (Mexico) and was held from 11 to 13 November 1998.

37. It would be appropriate to start activities for the biennium in this subprogramme with a
new assessment of progress achieved in 1997-1998. The conclusions reached at the thirtieth
session of the United Nations Statistical Commission, held from 1 to 5 March 1999, should be
given special attention.
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SUBPROGRAMME ELEMENTS

Subprogramme element 2.1: Analysis of the status of environmental statistics and indicators in
countries of the region.

38. Using the results of the survey conducted in 1996, INEGI (Mexico) and ECLAC will
work together in the second half of 1999 on the preparation of a new questionnaire, with a view
to updating and deepening the analysis of the status of environmental statistics in the countries of
the region.

39.  This new study, to be conducted in 1999, will serve as the basis for proposing
environmental cooperation activities to be undertaken by countries in 2000.

Subprogramme element 2.2: Transfer of international experiences, training and technical
cooperation.

40.  CESD-Madrid will organize a seminar on environmental statistics to be held in Santa
Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia) in October 1999.

41.  During the first half of 2000, a workshop on primary environmental data will be
organized jointly with INEGI (Mexico), to deal with some environmental issues (water, air) not
addressed at the November 1998 meeting.

42.  In conjunction with UNSD, a meeting on integrated environmental and economic
accounting will be held in the second half of 2000, to examine in greater depth certain issues
discussed at the April 1998 workshop. '
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SUBPROGRAMME 3: Social and poverty statistics and indicators
INTRODUCTION

43.  The activities comprising this subprogramme are a follow-up to those envisaged in the
programmes of work adopted at the Meetings of Directors of Statistics in 1994 and 1996.

44.  In recent years, much emphasis has been placed on social statistics, for which there is
now greater political support in most countries. As will be seen below, international financial
agencies, such as the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB) and the World Bank, have
provided and continue to provide support for activities in this area.

45.  Also at the international level, governments and international organizations attach special
importance to the development of methodologies in the area of social statistics and indicators.
The fact that groups of experts, such as the Canberra, Rio, Delhi or Siena groups, operate under
the auspices of the United Nations Statistical Commission is undeniable evidence of the interest
attached to social statistics and the indicators derived from them.

46.  In these activities, special attention is paid to the use of social statistics; ECLAC is
particularly committed to work in this area.

The subprogramme is divided into six parts, as follows:

SUBPROGRAMME ELEMENTS

Subprogramme element 3.1: Improvement of household surveys

L. The programme to improve surveys on living conditions in Latin America and the
Caribbean (MECOVI)

Background

47.  The current state of the economy in the region is such that there is a constant need for
data that can be used to assess the impact of economic and social policies on peoples’ living
standard, especially with respect to those groups perceived as most vulnerable. In this regard, it is
increasingly important to dispose of timely, reliable information in order to follow up on the
variables that affect levels of employment, income distribution and poverty.

48.  During the current decade, countries in the region significantly stepped up activities
aimed at strengthening the technical, methodological and operational aspects of the planning and
execution of household surveys. They have also carry out research designed to generate
indicators of the extent of and trends in poverty and income concentration.
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49.  Although significant advances have been made, the consensus is that it is still necessary
to continue to refine measurement tools and operational activities for improving the quality and
timeliness of the information generated. The MECOVI, an initiative promoted and financed by
IDB, the World Bank and ECLAC, was brought on stream in 1997. The purpose of this project is
to give technical support to countries in the design, planning and operation of household surveys
with a view to generating appropriate indicators for monitoring the living conditions of
households.

50.  Currently, the countries participating in the programme are Argentina, El Salvador,
Nicaragua, Paraguay and Peru. Other countries are expected to join in the course of the year.

a) Regional workshops for discussion and analysis

51. Activities planned under the MECOVI programme are expected to include regional
workshops to consider, discuss and analyse important issues relating to the execution of surveys
and the development of indicators for assessing living standards, poverty, employment and
income distribution. ECLAC is responsible for the coordinating and implementing these
activities, and in 1999, it will hold two regional workshops on the following issues: Measuring
expenditure in household surveys, and methodologies for measuring poverty.

52.  Asin the workshops held in 1998, ECLAC will prepare the respective work agendas and
will coordinate the preparation of technical documents for presentation at the meetings; this
documentation will help to identify important points for discussion and will contribute to debate
and consensus-building. In the year 2000, two regional workshops will also be held; the issues to
be addressed will be defined in the course of 1999 on the basis of countries’ interests and the
progress made with the programme.

53. INEGI (Mexico) and the National Institute of Statistics and Censuses (INDEC-Argentina)
will also participate as co-sponsors of the activities in question. These organizations also serve
as hosts for the regional workshops that ECLAC coordinates under MECOVI

54.  As its technical contribution on the issues under consideration and as a means of
disseminating information on national experiences of relevance to the region, ECLAC will
prepare reports on the most important aspects of discussions held, technical studies to be
presented as background papers at meetings, and reports on national experiences relating to
methodologies and working procedures used in conducting and analyzing household surveys.

55.  In order to achieve an appropriate level of dissemination of the material generated in the
workshops and to facilitate access to the documentation, ECLAC has set up an Internet Website
(www.eclac.cl) where reports on regional activities may be viewed and downloaded by a wide
readership both within and outside the region..
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b) Data bank of the MECOVI programme

56.  Proper management of the MECOVI programme calls for the analysis and monitoring of
the region’s experience in generating information through household surveys. A data bank is
therefore being set up based on the experience gained by ECLAC and the studies it has prepared
in recent years. In this regard, IDB and ECLAC have signed a cooperation agreement with a
view to standardizing, harmonizing and documenting the databases developed from the
household surveys carried out by different Latin American and Caribbean countries between
1996 and 1998. An analysis will be made of their capabilities and limitations regarding the study
of the living conditions of their populations.

57.  In 1999, ECLAC will prepare a total of 14 databases corresponding to household surveys
conducted in 1997 in different countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. For ease of access,,
the data will be recorded on a CD-ROM, which will contain the microdata relating to each
survey, the reading format, the size of records, the field description, the dictionary of variables,
the admissible ranges, the format of the questionnaire used for data collection, the variables
developed by ECLAC and control figures for checking the consistency with statistics published
by individual countries.

58. A similar number of databases, corresponding to 1998 surveys, will be prepared in the
course of the year 2000.

¢) Regional training

59.  In 1999, two regional training courses will be held in the context of the MECOVI
programme. These activities are aimed at improving the technical expertise of national officials
responsible for the design and execution of surveys and of those working on studies of living
standards. In 2000, two other courses will be held on the same topics, in order to extend up-to-
date training on issues of regional interest to a larger number of national officials. These training
activities will be hosted by INDEC (Argentina) and INEGI (Mexico):

d) National Projects

60.  In the 1999-2000 biennium, technical assistance will be provided to beneficiary countries,
as part of the substantive contribution of ECLAC to the MECOVI programme, on issues relating
to survey design and execution, statistical analysis, construction of social indicators and the
preparation of poverty studies.

61.  In addition, ECLAC will transmit to all the countries of the region, in a timely and
comprehensive manner, the technical documentation generated, along with reports on any new
matters of relevance to the MECOVI programme, and accounts of national experiences. The
aim is to promote cooperation among countries and improve the analytical and operational
capabilities of national statistical offices in Latin America and the Caribbean.
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II. Direct technical assistance

62.  ECLAC will continue to provide technical assistance to countries of the region on issues
relating to the statistical design of household surveys and on methodological and operational
aspects of field work in connection with this type of project. It will also maintain its technical
support for the processing and analysis of employment, poverty and income distribution
indicators.

Subprogramme element 3.2: Use of information generated by the household surveys.
a) Update of ECLAC data bank

63.  During the 1999-2000 biennium, ECLAC will constantly update its household survey
data bank, which will be a vital tool for developing studies and constructing economic and social
indicators in the countries of Latin America and the Caribbean. The support of the national
statistical offices is essential to ensure timely access to the documentation and databases of the
surveys conducted in the second half of the decade.

b) Social Panorama of Latin America

64.  Towards the end of 1999 and in the year 2000, ECLAC will disseminate the editions of
the Social Panorama of Latin America for those years. These publications will include up-to-
date information on trends in employment, poverty and income distribution. In collaboration with
UNICEF, they will continue to incorporate information that is useful in assessing the situation of
children with respect to various issues of regional interest. Data generated from household
surveys will be a vital input in the preparation of these reports.

¢) Joint studies with countries

65.  ECLAC will continue to plan joint activities with the Latin America and Caribbean
countries involving research into poverty, employment and income distribution. Cooperation
agreements have been concluded with Brazil, Chile and Mexico, and the opportunity is open for
other interested countries to join forces with ECLAC in such endeavours.

d) New phase of the project with the Government of the Netherlands

66.  The new phase of this project is geared to the preparation of studies on poverty and
income distribution trends in the Latin America and Caribbean countries. Substantive activities
to be carried out include national research projects in Brazil, Honduras and Mexico. In addition,
regional training activities will be conducted to promote dissemination of working
methodologies and presentation of the findings of completed research projects.
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e) Preparation of methodological material on the construction of social indicators

67.  There is interest in and a need for materials that can be used by officials of countries
involved in the construction and analysis of social indicators, especially those that reveal trends
in employment, poverty and income distribution. During 1999 and 2000, ECLAC plans to
prepare handbooks describing the methodological and operational aspects of the construction and
interpretation of social indicators. In addition, regional forums may be held at which such
material can be distributed and explanations can be given on their use in conducting national and
regional studies on social issues.

Subprogramme element 3.3: Implementation of population and housing censuses.

68.  As an on-going activity leading up to the 2000 round of population and housing censuses,
the Latin American and Caribbean Demographic Centre (CELADE-Population Division of
ECLAC) will remain in regular contact with the countries and will provide technical assistance
on methodological and organizational issues relating to the conduct of the censuses and to the
design, construction and use of databases containing information on individuals and households.
(See document LC/R.1888(Sem.88/2) Add.1).

69.  CELADE-Population Division of ECLAC will provide technical advice on the conceptual
design of the censuses, including the type of census to be conducted, selection of topics to be
researched, preparation of questionnaires and tabulation plans. Since countries are already
engaged in conducting the censuses, this is a priority activity for the biennium. CELADE —
Population Division of ECLAC will also publish in book form the papers presented at the
Seminar on conceptual design of the 2000 round of censuses in Latin America.

70.  CELADE - Population Division of ECLAC will make available to the countries a faster
version of its retrieval of data for small areas by microcomputers software (REDATAM) —
winR+ in 32 bits — during the second half of 1999. It will also undertake advisory missions and
provide internships at ECLAC and training workshops on the operation of this programme.

The first version for Windows was sent free of charge to each national statistical office in
February 1998. During the first half of 1999, CELADE will finalize preparation of the other
databases (such as vital statistics or household surveys), from existing files in IMPS, ISSA,
SPSS, DBF, ASCII or other formats.

71.  CELADE - Population Division of ECLAC, will advice countries on the evaluation and
analysis of census data. In the 1999-2000 biennium, joint activities are envisaged only with
countries that are reviewing their data as a result of delays with the programme or because they
need to incorporate new inputs. These activities will include technical assistance missions and
internships for technical staff from those countries at CELADE — Population Division of
ECLAC.
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72.  Each year, as part of its technical training programme on demographic analysis for
professionals from countries of the region, CELADE - Population Division of ECLAC will
organize an intensive regional course on demographic analysis for development, as well as
specific workshops on tools and technologies for the creation of databases in REDATAM format
and the use of winR+ and ZonPlan for the analysis of census and other data.

73.  CELADE - Population Division of ECLAC will prepare a roster of professionals as part
of its efforts to support and coordinate horizontal technical cooperation and enable countries to
make better use of national technical capacity.

74.  As regards the population and housing censuses, the Chair of the Steering Committee of
the Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas will send a letter to the President of IDB
drawing attention to the importance of opening up a line of credit to support the 2000 round of
censuses. The Chair, in collaboration with Costa Rica and Panama, should follow up on these
initiatives, and ECLAC and CELADE should provide the necessary technical assistance.

75.  CELADE - Population Division of ECLAC will distribute the results of the survey on
census experience, held in 1998, to the statistical offices in the region, identifying the countries
concerned in order to promote greater horizontal cooperation.

76.  CELADE - Population Division of ECLAC will issue a demographic bulleting focusing
on the Investigation of International Migration in Latin America (IMILA) programme, based on
the population censuses and on a specific study on the issue.

Subprogramme element 3.4: Project on statistical cooperation between the European Union and
the MERCOSUR countries.

77.  The project on statistical cooperation between the European Union and the Mercosur
countries, referred to in the Introduction, will come into effect in 1999. The central aim of this
activity is to harmonize MERCOSUR statistics; a time-frame of three years has been set for this
task. For operational purposes, the activities are divided into 10 sub-topics; reference is made
here only to the one relating to the development of social indicators.

78.  During the first half of 1999, ECLAC will participate as an observer in the first meeting
of the working group on social indicators. The purpose of the meeting is to define guidelines for
1999 and to identify areas for action and substantive activities that need to be carried out in order
to fulfill the objectives of the project.

Subprogramme element 3.5: Regional and national training activities.
a) International workshop on poverty measurement
79.  The ninth and tenth annual international workshops on poverty measurement will be held

by ECLAC and INEGI (Mexico) in Aguascalientes in 1999 and 2000. The workshops are
designed for Latin American and Caribbean civil servants involved in conducting studies on the
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extent of and trends in poverty, and the objective is to continue training national experts in the
area of social statistics. ECLAC supports this activity by providing teaching staff and material
for use in academic and practical sessions.

b) National training workshops in statistical methods
80.  ECLAC will provided training staff and teaching materials to support national training
efforts in statistical methodology and analysis designed to enhance the analytical capacity of staff
of national statistical offices involved in projects and studies based using data generated from
household studies and population and housing censuses.
¢) CESD-Madrid training activities
81.  Implementation of population and housing censuses

CESD-Madrid: Workshop on experiences in population and housing censuses (3

weeks’ duration, at the Latin American headquarters) in
conjunction with CELADE - Population Division of ECLAC, in

early 2000.
CESD-Madrid: Course/workshop in 2000 (Latin American headquarters)
CESD-Madrid: Seminar on the refinement and assignment of statistical data

82.  Regional and national training activities

CESD-Madrid: Twenty-first course on sampling with applications to household
surveys (Madrid, April 1999)

CESD-Madrid: Seminar on social indicators (Cartagena, April 1999)
CESD-Madrid: Seminar on poverty statistics (Santa Cruz de la Sierra, Bolivia,
September 1999)

Subprogramme element 3.6: Participation in working and study groups on issues of regional
interest.

83.  In accordance with a decision taken by the United Nations Statistical Commission,
ECLAC will continue to participate actively in various international working groups which study
issues of interest to the region. As member of the Steering Committee on aspects of income
measurement, it will attend the meetings of the Expert Group on Household Income Statistics
(Canberra Group); in its capacity as technical secretariat of the Rio Group (Permanent
Mechanism for Consultation and Policy Co-ordination), it will attend meetings of that body on
methodologies for poverty measurement; it will also participate in meetings of the Expert Group
son Informal Sector Statistics (Delhi Group), similarly, it will attend meetings of the Siena
Group, which deals with various issues relating to social statistics and indicators.
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84.  As working meetings are held or as reference material becomes available, ECLAC will

undertake to ensure wide dissemination of the relevant documentation to national statistical
offices throughout the region.
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SUBPROGRAMME 4: Dissemination of statistical information
INTRODUCTION

85.  Since the 1987 Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas, ECLAC has assisted
the region’s statistical offices in bringing about the technological changes associated with the
introduction of new electronic statistical data processing techniques.

86. At the last two Meetings of Directors, in 1994 and 1996, a wide range of activities in this
area were approved, and almost all of them have since been implemented.

87.  The most significant technological innovation now under way is the adoption of Internet-
related technologies by countries. Accordingly, the programme of activities for this biennium is
designed to take full advantage of the opportunities available to the region’s statistical offices in
terms of electronic processing and dissemination of information and statistical data.

88.  In view of the swift pace at which techniques and procedures in this field are evolving, no
specific activities have been planned within this subprogramme for the year 2000, although the
expectation is that activities of the type scheduled for 1999 will be carried forward. The
countries will be informed as to the nature of these projects in due course.

SUBPROGRAMME ELEMENTS

Subprogramme element 4.1: Data search, exchange, dissemination and retrieval in an HTML
environment via static and dynamic interactive media.

89.  In conjunction with national statistical offices, ECLAC will coordinate and implement the
tasks required to permit the exchange of short-term economic indicators and national accounts
data in an HTML environment.

90. ECLAC, in collaboration with the national statistical offices of MERCOSUR and
associated countries (Msur+2), will define a project for the implementation of statistics-oriented
search engines and specialized servers. This project will provide for the creation and
maintenance of a metadata system to facilitate the search and retrieval of the data contained in
the system. The processing of the data for dissemination will be based on automated procedures
for the creation of static Web pages in HTML and of dynamic pages for responding to user-
defined interactive queries.

91.  With support from the National Institute of Statistics (INE) of Chile, ECLAC will prepare
a technical document containing proposals for the treatment of statistical confidentiality, security
of information, and restricted access to data not intended for public use.

92. During the third quarter of 1999, ECLAC, with the assistance of CESD-Madrid and the
collaboration of the National Statistical Institute (INE) of Spain, will conduct a
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93.  In the first half of 1999, a meeting of the EU-MERCOSUR working group on
dissemination and interaction with users will be held in Buenos Aires.

94. In the second quarter of 1999, the national statistical offices of MERCOSUR countries,
Bolivia and Chile, in conjunction with ECLAC, will hold their annual meeting on Web
MERCOSUR, Bolivia and Chile in Rio de Janeiro.

Subprogramme element 4.2: Electronic commerce in the field of data and statistical
information.

95.  In collaboration with the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), ECLAC will
implement, on its own computer platform, a pilot model for the commercial distribution of data
and statistical publications. In a second stage, it will promote the use of this model by national
statistical offices in the region. Assistance in implementing these procedures on servers of

national statistical offices will be provided on request.

96.  With the technical collaboration of ITU, ECLAC will organize a seminar/workshop on
organization, methods and systems for electronic commerce in statistical data. The seminar will
be held at ECLAC headquarters during the second quarter of 1999.



59

ANNEX 1
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PROGRAMME OF INTERNATIONAL STATISTICAL WORK FOR LATIN AMERICA AND

THE CARIBBEAN 1999-2000

Subprogramme 3: Social and poverty statistics and indicators

31
Improvement of
household
surveys

A.MECOVI
project

- Regional
workshops for
discussion and
analysis

- Two regional workshops for
discussion and analysis will be
held in 1999, The first, on
measurement of expenditure in
household surveys, will be
organized jointly with INEGI
(Mexico), and the second, on
methods for estimating poverty,
will be held in collaboration with
INDEC (Argentina).

- Two regional workshops will be
scheduled for the year 2000, on
subjects to be determined in the
course of 1999.

- ECLAC, IDB and
World Bank

- ECLAC, in
coordination with
INDEC
(Argentina) and
INEGI (Mexico).
- For both 1999
and 2000, the
venues for these
events will be
Aguascalientes and
Buenos Aires.

- Following these regional
workshops, summaries of the
papers presented will be
published in both printed and
electronic media, to add to the
region’s bibliographic resources
on the subject of technical
aspects of household surveys and
the measurement of poverty.

MECOVI
programme data
bank

In 1999, in accordance with the
cooperation agreement with IDB
in the framework of the
MECOVI programme, data files
will be prepared containing
information from 14 household
surveys conducted in 1997 by
countries in Latin America and
the Caribbean.

- In 2000, the delivery of those
data files will be completed.

-ECLAC

- Two CD-ROMS will be
prepared, each containing data
from 14 surveys; the databases
will have been standardized.

- Technical documentation for
users of the databases,
containing: file description,
record size, dictionary of
variables, control figures, and
codes used.

-Technical documentation of the
surveys: questionnaires and list of
codes.
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- Regional
training

- National
projects

B. Direct
technical
assistance

- Support for
design and
execution of
household
surveys

- Support for
the analysis of
surveys and
construction of
social indicators

3.2 Use of
household
survey data

- Two regional training courses
will be held in 1999, on subjects
related to household surveys and
measurement of living
conditions.

- Two similar courses will be
held in 2000.

- Technical assistance missions to
countries participating in
MECOVL

- Promoting the sharing of
technical documents and results
of the MECOVI programme in
the region.

- Technical assistance for
statistical design of surveys and
analysis of data.

- Technical assistance in the
construction of social indicators.

- IDB, World Bank
and ECLAC.
Appropriate
coordination will
take place with
Argentina and
Mexico, which
have been selected
as the host
countries for these
events.

- ECLAC, in
coordination with
IDB, the World
Bank and the
MECOVI
countries.

-ECLAC, in
coordination with
the countries

- During the biennium, a total of
120 national technicians will be
trained in subjects related to the
conduct of surveys and standard-
of-living studies.

-Technical assistance will be
provided to countries for design,
execution and analysis of
household surveys, for statistical
analysis of data, and for
construction of indicators and
studies related to measurement of
poverty and income distribution.

- Adequate regional
dissemination of national
research and practices applied by
bodies participating in MECOVI
on subjects related to survey
design and execution and to
measurement of poverty and
income distribution.

- Assistance will be provided to
the countries of the region in the
design and execution of national
projects for the realization of
household surveys, data analysis,
and construction of poverty,
employment and income
distribution indicators.




- Update of the
ECLAC data
bank

- Preparing the
Social
Panorama of
Latin America

- Joint studies
with countries

- New phase of
the joint project
with the
Netherlands on
analysis of
poverty and
income
distribution in
Latin America

- Preparation of
methodological
materials on the
construction of
social
indicators.

3.3 Implementa-
tion of
population and
housing
censuses

- Updating the regional data bank
with data from household surveys
conducted in the second half of
the 1990s.

- Preparing the 1999 and 2000
editions of the Social Panorama
of Latin America.

- Carrying out national studies in
the social area.

- Conducting national studies and
regional training activities in
relation to the topics involved in
the project.

- Preparing technical materials to
provide support to the countries.

ECLAC, in
coordination with
all the countries of
Latin America and
the Caribbean

- ECLAC, with the
collaboration of
UNICEF

-ECLAC, in
coordination with
Brazil, Chile and
Mexico

- ECLAC, in
coordination with
Brazil, Honduras
and Mexico

-ECLAC

- Harmonization, standardization
and documentation of databases
from surveys conducted in 1998,
1999 and 2000.

- The 1999 and 2000 editions of
the Social Panorama of Latin
America will be prepared using
household survey data.

- Updating employment, poverty
and income distribution
indicators for the countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean.

- National estimates will be
prepared jointly with the
countries regarding the
magnitude and trend of poverty
and income distribution.

- National studies will be
conducted on the evolution of
poverty and income distribution.
- Regional workshops will be
organized to analyse results and
present methods of analysis.

- Working documents containing
methodological details regarding
the construction and analysis of
social indicators.

- Regional forums will be held
for discussion and interpretation
of social indicators.
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- Support for
the 2000 round
of population
and housing
censuses

- Construction
and use of data
bases

3.4 Statistical
cooperation
project between
the European
Union and the
Mercosur
countries

3.5 Regional and
national
training
activities

- International
workshop on

poverty
measurement

- Technical assistance

- Technical assistance

- Participation as observer in the
programme of work for 1999, on
the subject of social indicators.

- Participation in skills
development and updating

activities for technical personnel.

- CELADE, with
the countries of the
region

- Management Unit
of the cooperation
Project EU-
MERCOSUR.

-ECLAC, in
coordination with
INEGI (Mexico)

- Technical support for resolving
methodological problems and
dealing with practical situations
in relation to the conduct of the
2000 census round.

- In 1999 ECLAC will participate
as observer in the opening
meeting providing -on demand of
the parties- technical support for
the definition of the activities of
the social indicators group.

- The ninth international
workshop on poverty
measurement will be held in July
1999, at INEGI (Mexico) in the
city of Aguascalientes.

- The tenth international
workshop on poverty
measurement will be held in
2000, in coordination with
INEGI.

- Skills development and
updating for national technical
staff responsible for poverty
measurement in the countries of
Latin America and the Caribbean.
- Teaching materials will be
prepared for participants in the
workshop.

Support will be provided for the
countries through the
participation of instructors in the
execution of statistics training
activities of a national and
subregional nature.
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- National
training
workshops in
statistical
methods

3.6 Participation
in work and
study groups on
issues of
regional
interest.

- Canberra
Group:
household
income
measurement

- Rio Group:
poverty
measurement
Delhi Group:
measurements
of the informal
sector

- Siena Group:
Social statistics
and indicators

- Participation in teaching and
training activities for the benefit
of national technical staff.

- Participation in working
meetings.

- Regional dissemination of

technical documents on methods
of data collection and analysis.

-Technical secretariat.

- ECLAC and
countries of the
region which
organize national
or subregional
training activities
in statistics

- ECLAC and
those responsible
for the working

groups

- The analytical abilities of
national technical personnel will
be strengthened in the area of
statistics, data analysis and
elaboration of social indicators.

- Participation in the working
meetings of study groups.
Monitoring of activities
throughout the world on issues
related to household surveys and
the poverty measurement, income
and the informal sector.

- Dissemination in the countries
of Latin America and the
Caribbean of documents
analysing the latest methods and
techniques for measurement and
study of those economic and
social phenomena which are
researched by means of
household surveys.
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ANNEX 4

PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATISTICAL
CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAS
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LC/R. 1893 (Sem.88/7)
18 March 1999
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ECLAC

Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean
Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas

Santiago, Chile, 24 - 26 March 1999

PROPOSAL FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE STATISTICAL
CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAS!

! This document contains a proposal prepared by the Governments of Canada, Mexico and Peru
and the ECLAC secretariat. It has been reproduced without formal editing.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION

. The Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter-American Council for Integral
Development (CEPCIDI) of the Organization of American States (OAS), in its resolution No.
34, of 8 October 1998, decided to bring to an end the existence of the Inter-American
Statistical Conference of the OAS. It recommended that OAS member states should integrate
their efforts to coordinate statistical matters under a single entity within the framework of the
United Nations Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean (ECLAC).

. The ECLAC work program provides for a Joint OAS-ECLAC Meeting on Statistical Matters.
The establishment of a Statistical Conference of the Americas to replace the previous Joint
Meeting would therefore pose no problem and such a conference could operate as one of the
subsidiary organs of ECLAC.

. CEPCIDI resolution No. 34 further recommended that the statistical offices of Canada,
Mexico and Peru should consider the procedure for establishing the proposed Conference
referred to in paragraph 2 above.

. In compliance with this request, representatives of the national statistical offices of Canada,
Mexico and Peru, and of the ECLAC Secretariat prepared the enclosed proposal for
submission to the Meeting of Directors of Statistics of the Americas to be held at ECLAC
Headquarters in Santiago, Chile on 24-25 March 1999,
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PROPOSAL

STATISTICAL CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAS
Definition

ECLAC will create a subsidiary organ to be called the Statistical Conference of the Americas.
It will be an international body and will contribute to the advancement of statistical policies
and practices in the countries of the region.

Objectives

a) To promote the development and improvement of national statistics and their
international comparability having regard to the recommendations of the Statistical
Commission of the United Nations, the specialized agencies and other appropriate bodies
as necessary.

b) To encourage international, regional and bilateral cooperation among national statistical
offices and international and regional organizations.

¢) To approve, subject to the availability of resources, a biennial programme of activities
for regional and international cooperation which responds to the needs of countries of
the region.

Membership

Membership of the conference is extended to the member States of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Latin-America and the Caribbean.  These States will be
represented by the heads of their national statistical offices or by their appointed
representatives.

Sessions of the Conference

Regular sessions of the Conference shall take place every two years, normally at ECLAC
headquarters in Santiago, Chile. The Conference may accept the invitation of a member
government to hold the regular session in its country, on condition that funding is provided to
cover the additional expenses of the ECLAC Secretariat. The Bureau may convene a special
session between regular sessions, at any venue it may choose, provided that the required
funds are available.
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5. Officers

The Conference shall elect a Bureau in accordance with the regulations established for this
purpose. The Chairperson of the Bureau also chairs the sessions of the Conference.

6. Secretariat

The Division of Statistics and Economic Projections of ECLAC will act as secretariat of the
Conference. The Executive Office of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the

Caribbean will place at the disposal of the Conference documents and facilities as approved
under the Commission’s work program.

7. Participation of international and regional organizations in the work of the Conference

International and regional organizations will be invited to attend the sessions of the
Conference as observers, when their special fields of interest are involved.
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B. BUREAU OF THE CONFERENCE
1. Definition

The Statistical Conference of the Americas will establish a Bureau to assist the Conference as
outlined in section 4 below.

2. Composition

The Bureau will consist of a Chairperson and six other members. Its members will be elected
from ECLAC member States. Special care will be taken to ensure that all subregional
groups of countries are represented on the Bureau. Countries will be represented by the
heads of their national statistical offices or by their appointed representatives.

3. Election of the Bureau and duration of mandates

The Chair of the Steering Committee of the Meeting of Directors of Statistics, in
consultation with other members of that Committee, will prepare a proposal for the election
of the new Bureau.

The new Bureau will assume office after the conclusion of the regular session of the
Conference at which it is elected, and will remain in office until the end of the next regular

session.

Members of the Bureau, including its Chairperson, will be elected for a two-year term by the
regular session of the Conference.

Members of the Bureau may be re-elected for three additional terms. The Chairperson may
not be re-elected in that capacity for a second consecutive term, but may be re-elected as a
member of the Bureau. Any previous Bureau member may be re-elected to the Bureau after
two years have elapsed.

4. Functions
The Bureau has the following functions:

a) To carry out the tasks assigned to it by the Conference.

b) To prepare a draft work program every two years for discussion and approval by the
regular session of the Conference.

¢) To monitor implementation of decisions made and the work program approved by the
Conference.
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5. Sessions

The Bureau will meet at least twice in the period between regular sessions of the
Conferences. At the meeting immediately preceding such a regular session, the Bureau will
approve a proposal for the program of work of the Conference for the following biennium,
and submit it at the regular session.

The Bureau may invite to its meetings countries or individual experts who can contribute to
its work.

6. Secretariat

The Division of Statistics and Economic Projections of ECLAC will act as secretariat of the
Bureau.

The Bureau will decide on the documentation required for its meetings. As a general rule,
no substantive discussion shall take place in the absence of appropriate documentation. The
Secretariat is responsible for enforcing this rule.



