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The Commission of the European Communities -(EEC) is not a 

research organization. But i t i s g iv ing growing attention to 

the financing of research for development, especial ly in the 

tropics. 

Although this Workshop i s focusing on the intertropical zone 

of the Caribbean, I believe we a l l accept that the subject is 

of global inter-tropical interest , in terms of coordination 

and integration of e f for t , and effect ive exchange of research 

results. 

In taking issue with statements* such as: "the EEC, with i ts 

heavily subsidized and protected agr icu l ture, i s one of the 

v i l l a i n s of the peace ... harnessing, in an unaccustomed role, 

its s c ient i f i c research in the interests of major pol i t ica l 

i s sues" , I would draw attention to two recent - and possibly 

s ign i f icant - (and I say "pos s ib l y " because th i s depends, inter-

a l i a , on the outcome of your del iberat ions) developments; and I 

would make two specif ic proposals for your consideration as 

recommendations of this Workshop: 

*(Dr. Patrick Alleyne (Permanent Secretary, Agr iculture, Trinidad 
and Tobaqo)'s paper presented to th i s Work<;hnn"̂  
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1. In December 1982 the Council decided on a Community 

Research Policy for development, with mention of funds 

ranging from an i n i t i a l ECU 40 mi l l ion to a 4-year 

programme of at least 150 mil l ion ECU aiming to: 

(a) set up coherent national sc ient i f i c pol ic ies within 

the Member State inst i tut ions responsible for these -

in the pr ior i ty f i e ld s of food, health and nutr it ion 

in the tropics; 

(b) establ ish close and integrated twinning between 

relevant research inst i tut ions in the EC, - and those 

in the developing world; 

(c) make available to the international community the 

results of the developed countries research; 

(d) enhance the means for such research in the 

industr ia l ized countries; 

(e) support the "Third World 's " efforts in creating 

their own sc ien t i f i c potential and in tra in ing 

research staff - especial ly in the present economic 

climate where the sat i s fact ion of essential short-

term needs tend to monipolize national resources 

at the expense of i n i t i a t i ves y ie ld ing l e s s -

immediate resu l t s . 
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2. This development was further refined, in inid-1983, by a 

proposal from Commission to Council aiming at an aid-

programme for development of the in-bui l t or indigenous 

capacity for sc ient i f ic and technical research in ACP 

States (1984-1987), - for financing by the EC budget. 

Whereas the f i r s t proposal i s largely based on a concern for 

coordination of sc ient i f ic policies within the European 

Community and for "twinning" of i t s f a c i l i t i e s with those in 

the tropics to ensure a globally coordinated and integrated 

approach to development through research, the second aims at 

strengthening research institutes in the "Third World". 

The two, I suggest, should go hand-in-hand in the interests of 

avoidance of wasteful duplication, and in ensuring 

complementarity of effort and proper exchange of research 

results. I 

I should add that, under the second proposal, a f i r s t input of 

ECU 60 mill ion (of which 40 to agriculture and 20 to health) 

is envisaged. And i f successful, a 2nd phase would extend to 

research on population, environment, energy and mineral 

resources. A Consultative Committee, comprising 50% from 

developing countries, would i n i t i a l l y determine sc ient i f ic * 

content and pr ior i t ies of the programme. 
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Although both proposals must s t i l l go through the bureaucratic 

procedures of formal consideration and approval, a f i r s t 

indicative and prior incentive would be the ava i lab i l i ty of 

some detailed information on the t i t l e , terms of reference, 

competence, structure and programmes of the, various fac i l i t i e s 

existing in the Caribbean - together with their budgets 

(autonomous and co-financed by outside agencies/aid programmes. 

I would appeal to the Secretariat to supply us with this kind 

of information i f i t ex ists . I f not, I suggest a recommendation 

to this effect be adopted by this Workshop. 

I repeat that I bring these developments to the attention of 

this fleeting with some reservation ... because they are s t i l l in 

the form of proposals. Let me stress, however, that they will 

mature in proportion to the will expressed at meetings such as 

this ... not for building up more individual f ac i l i t i e s in 

research, but for determined and sincere efforts at 

complementarity, avoidance of overlap and wasteful duplication, 

coordination and the fu l les t possible exchange of relevant 

research results. 

Can a second recommendation of this Workshop be for a determined 

effort to arrive at such a coordinated blue-print for research, 

indigating p r i o r i t i e s , location, inputs and deadlines for work 

and results? In other words, an accepted, regionally 

meaningful framework for agricultural research policies and 

management for the Caribbean. 
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In the meantime and in conclusion, many of you are aware of the 

EC-funding that is being given through our Caribbean Regional 

Programme to such regional institutions as CARDI, WINBAM and 

UWI for research in agriculture - and I would add that, from 

our non-associated countries programme budget, we are ass ist ing 

at least six regional institutions - among them ClAT, CIP, 

ICRISAT here present. 

G.G. Watterson 
CEC Delegate - Port-of-Spain 




