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REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP MEETING ON 
DATA COLLECTION SYSTEMS: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

T h e  E c o n o m ic  C o m m is s io n  fo r  L a t in  A m e r ic a  a n d  th e  
C a r ib b e a n / C a r ib b e a n  D e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  C o o p e ra t io n  C o m m itte e  
(E C L A C / C D C C ) c o n v e n e d  a  o n e -d a y  m e e t in g  o n  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  sys tem s : 
d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e , 2 0  F e b ru a ry  2 0 0 1 , in  P o r t  o f  S p a in , T r in id a d  a n d  T o b a g o .

A t te n d in g  th e  m e e t in g  w e re  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  fro m  th e  M in is t r y  o f  H u m a n  
D e v e lo p m e n t, Y o u th  a n d  C u ltu re  o f  T r in id a d  a n d  T o b a g o ; C o m m u n ity  P o lic in g ; 
N a t io n a l In s t itu te  o f  H ig h e r  E d u c a t io n , R es ea rc h , S c ie n c e  a n d  T e c h n o lo g y  
(N IH E R S T ); C e n tra l S ta t is t ic a l O ffic e  (C S O ); S u p re m e  C o u r t  o f  T r in id a d  an d  
T o b a g o  a n d  th e  P a n  A m e r ic a n  H e a lth  O rg a n iz a t io n  / W o r ld  H e a lth  O rg a n iza t io n  
(P A H O / W H O ). T h e  lis t  o f  p a r t ic ip a n ts  is  a t ta c h e d  as  A n n e x  I.

A g e n d a  ite m  1 :
W e lc o m e  a n d  b a c k g ro u n d  to  th e  p ro je c t

M s. S a n d ra  J o h n , O ffic e r - in -C h a rg e , w e lc o m e d  p a r t ic ip a n ts  on  b e h a lf  o f  
th e  D ir e c to r  o f  th e  E C L A C / C D C C  s e c re ta r ia t  a n d  w is h e d  th e m  w e ll in  th e ir  
d e lib e ra t io n s .

T h e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  E C L A C / C D C C  s e c re ta r ia t  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  
p ro p o s e d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  p ro to c o l fo r  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  fo rm ed  
on e  c o m p o n e n t  o f  a  la r g e r  p ro je c t  e n t it le d  “ D e v e lo p m e n t  o f  S o c ia l S ta t is t ic a l 
D a ta b a s e s  a n d  a  M e th o d o lo g ic a l A p p ro a c h  fo r  a  S o c ia l V u ln e ra b il ity  In d e x  fo r  
S m a ll Is la n d  D e v e lo p in g  S ta te s ” . T h is  p ro je c t  a im e d  a t th e  c re a t io n  a n d  
m a in te n a n c e  o f  a  fu lly  s e a rc h a b le  s o c ia l d a ta b a s e  a t th e  E C L A C  S u b re g io n a l 
H e a d q u a r te r s  fo r  th e  C a r ib b e a n  a n d  th e  b u ild in g  o f  c a p a c ity  a t  th e  n a t io n a l 
a n d  s u b re g io n a l le v e ls  fo r  th e  m o n ito r in g  a n d  e v a lu a t io n  o f  s o c ia l v u ln e ra b ility ,  
th ro u g h  l in k a g e s  w ith  n a t io n a l a n d  r e g io n a l d a ta b a s e s  o n  s o c ia l s ta t is t ic s .

S h e  n o te d  th a t  w h ile  th e re  e x is te d  a  sm a ll, b u t  g ro w in g , b o d y  o f  
s o c io lo g ic a l r e s e a r c h  o n  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  th e re  w e re  c o n t in u in g  d iff ic u lt ie s  in  
a s c e r ta in in g  th e  in c id e n c e  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  in  th e  C a r ib b e a n  d u e  to  a  
c o m b in a t io n  o f  u n d e r r e p o r t in g  a n d  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  in a d e q u a c ie s .

B y  a n d  la rg e , th e  p o lic y  r e s p o n s e s  to  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  h a d  fo c u s e d  on  
th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  v io le n c e  th ro u g h  le g is la t iv e  r e fo rm  a n d  th e  p ro v is io n  o f  
s e rv ic e s , s u c h  a s  s h e lte rs  a n d  h o t lin e s , fo r  v ic t im s  o f  v io le n c e . In c re a s in g ly  in  
th e  C a r ib b e a n  s u b re g io n , p o lic y  m a k e rs  w e re  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  d e v e lo p in g  a  
m o re  h o lis t ic  a n d  in te g ra te d  r e s p o n s e  w h ic h  w o u ld  c o n t in u e  to  a d d re s s  th e  
n e e d s  o f  th e  v ic t im s  fo r  p ro te c t io n ; th e  p u n is h m e n t  a n d  tr e a tm e n t  o f  o ffe n d e rs
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as  w e ll a s  th e  e ra d ic a t io n  o f  g e n d e r -b a s e d  v io le n c e  th ro u g h  a  r e fo rm  o f  
s o c ia lis a t io n  p ra c t ic e s  in  S ta te  in s t itu t io n s ,  s u c h  as  s c h o o ls . S h e  g a v e  th e  
e x a m p le  o f  th e  a b o lit io n  o f  c o rp o ra l p u n is h m e n t  in  s c h o o ls  in  T r in id a d  an d  
T o b a g o , w h ic h  w a s  a  d ir e c t  o u tc o m e  o f  a d v o c a c y  a ro u n d  v io le n c e  a g a in s t  
w o m en .

T h e  p ro je c t  o n  d a ta  c o lle c t io n s  s y s te m s  fo r  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  w a s  b e in g  
im p le m e n te d  a g a in s t  a  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  r e g io n a l a n d  in te rn a t io n a l c a lls  fo r  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  h o lis t ic  a n d  m u lt id is c ip lin a r y  a p p ro a c h  to  th e  c h a lle n g in g  
ta sk  o f  p r o m o t in g  fa m ilie s  a n d  c o m m u n it ie s  th a t  w e re  fre e  fr o m  v io le n c e . T h e  
B e ij in g  P la n  o f  A c t io n  r e f le c te d  th a t  th e  a b s e n c e  o f  g e n d e r -d is a g g r e g a te d  d a ta  
an d  s ta t is t ic s  o n  th e  in c id e n c e  o f  v io le n c e  m a d e  th e  e la b o ra t io n  o f  p ro g ra m m e s  
an d  th e  m o n ito r in g  o f  c h a n g e s  d if f ic u lt  a n d  im p e d e d  e ffo r ts  to  d e s ig n  sp ec ific  
in te rv e n t io n  s tra te g ie s .

T h e E C L A C / C D C C  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  s ta ted  th a t  th e  la c k  o f  c o n s is te n t
in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  a ffe c te d  th e  c a p a c ity  o f  p o l ic y  m a k e rs  to:

(a) o b ta in  a  p ro fi le  o f  v ic t im s  a n d  p e rp e tra to rs ;

(b) u n d e r s ta n d  th e  fr e q u e n c y  a n d  in c id e n c e  o f  v io le n c e ;

(c) id e n t ify  th e  g r o u p s  a t  r isk ;

(d) d e v e lo p  in te r v e n t io n  p ro g ra m m e s ; a n d

(e) m o n ito r  th e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f  v io le n c e  p r e v e n t io n  a n d  in te rv e n t io n
a c t iv it ie s .

S h e  p o in te d  o u t th a t  h ig h e r  q u a lity  a n d  m o re  t im e ly  in c id e n c e  an d  
p re v a le n c e  e s t im a te s  h a d  th e  p o te n t ia l to  b e  o f  u s e  to  a  w id e  a u d ie n ce , 
in c lu d in g  p o lic y  m a k e rs , r e s e a r c h e rs ,  p u b lic  h e a lth  p ra c t it io n e rs ,  v ic t im  
a d v o c a te s , s e rv ic e  p ro v id e r s  a n d  m e d ia  p ro fe s s io n a ls .

H o w e v e r , o b ta in in g  a c c u ra te  a n d  r e lia b le  e s t im a te s  o f  th e  n u m b e r  o f  
w o m e n  a f fe c te d  b y  v io le n c e  w a s  c o m p lic a te d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  fa c to rs , in c lu d in g  
th e  fa c t  th a t  th e re  w a s  n o  e s ta b lis h e d  a n d  o n g o in g  m e c h a n is m  fo r  s u rv e illa n ce  
o f  v io le n c e  a g a in s t  w o m e n  a n d , a s  a  re su lt , p o lic y  m a k e rs  w e r e  o fte n  fo r c e d  to 
re ly  o n  m u lt ip le  d a ta  s y s te m s  to  o b ta in  m in im a l in c id e n c e  a n d  p re v a le n c e  
in fo rm a t io n .

T h e  r e l ia n c e  o n  m u lt ip le  d a ta  s y s te m s  w a s  in a d e q u a te  fo r  th e  ta s k  o f  
e s ta b lis h in g  in c id e n c e  a n d  p r e v a le n c e  e s t im a te s  o f  v io le n c e  a g a in s t  w o m e n , 
b e c a u s e  th e s e  d a ta  s o u rc e s  w e re  c r e a te d  a n d  m a in ta in e d  fo r  p u rp o s e s  o th e r  
th a n  m o n ito r in g  th e  s co p e  o f  th e  p ro b le m . P o lic e  c o l le c te d  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t 
v io le n c e  a g a in s t  w o m e n  fo r  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  a p p re h e n d in g  a n d  b r in g in g  c h a rg e s
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a g a in s t  th e  p e rp e tra to r (s ) o f  th e  v io le n c e  a n d , th e re fo re , r e c o rd e d  fe w  d e ta ils  
a b o u t  th e  v ic t im . H o s p ita ls ,  o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , c o lle c te d  in fo rm a t io n  p r im a r ily  
fo r  p ro v id in g  o p t im a l p a t ie n t  ca re  a n d  re c o rd e d  litt le , i f  a n y , d e ta ils  a b o u t  th e  
p e rp e tra to r  o f  th e  v io le n c e .

In  a d d it io n , sh e  r e c o g n is e d  th a t  s o c ia l b a r r ie rs  to  th e  c o lle c t io n  o f  d a ta  
a ls o  ex is ted .

In  r e s p o n s e  to  r e q u e s ts  fo r  te c h n ic a l a s s is ta n c e , th e  E C L A C / C D C C  
s e c re ta r ia t  w a s  s e e k in g  to  a d d re s s  s o m e  o f  th e  c o n c e p tu a l a n d  lo g is t ic a l 
d if f ic u lt ie s  o f  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  in  th is  a rea . T h e  s p e c if ic  o b je c t iv e s  o f  th is  m e e t in g  
w e re  to:

(a) S h a re  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  fo r  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e ;

(b) Id e n t ify  g a p s  a n d  l im ita t io n s  o f  e x is t in g  s y s te m s  fo r  o n g o in g  d a ta  
c o lle c t io n  r e g a rd in g  v io le n c e  a g a in s t  w o m e n ; a n d

(c) S u g g e s t  g u id e lin e s  fo r  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  m o d e l d a ta  c o lle c t io n  
s ys tem .

Discussion

T h e  E C L A C / C D C C  s e c re ta r ia t  w a s  c o m m e n d e d  o n  th e  in it ia t iv e  ta k e n  to  
p re p a r e  a  m o d e l d a ta  c o lle c t io n  p ro to c o l fo r  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e . T h e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  
c o n s id e re d  th a t  r e lia b le  d a ta  o n  th is  p h e n o m e n o n  w a s  v ita l  fo r  th e  fo rm u la t io n  
o f  s o c ia l a n d  le g a l p o lic y .

T h e  m e e t in g  w a s  in fo rm e d  th a t  a  s im ila r  p r o je c t  r e la t in g  to  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  p ro to c o l fo r  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  w a s  b e in g  
u n d e r ta k e n  in  B e liz e  a n d  th a t  th e  e x p e r ie n c e s  o f  th is  p ro je c t  w o u ld  b e  o f  v a lu e  
to  th e  p ro je c t  n o w  b e in g  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  th e  E C L A C / C D C C  s e c re ta r ia t .

T h e  m e e t in g  a ls o  n o te d  th a t  d e c is io n  m a k e rs  s o m e t im e s  d id  n o t  v ie w  th e  
c o lle c t io n  o f  s o c ia l d a ta  a s  a  p r io r ity  s in c e  th e  b e n e fits  o f  th is  e x e rc is e  w e re  n o t 
im m e d ia te ly  a p p a re n t.

A g e n d a  ite m  2:
E x p e r ie n c e s  in  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  p ro to c o ls

T h e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  M in is t r y  o f  H u m a n  D e v e lo p m e n t,  Y o u th  an d  
C u ltu r e  o f  T r in id a d  a n d  T o b a g o  c o m m e n d e d  th e  E C L A C / C D C C  s e c re ta r ia t  fo r  
th e  t im e lin e s s  o f  th e  m e e t in g . S h e  r e p o r te d  th a t  h e r  m in is t r y  n o w  h a d  in  its  
p o s s e s s io n , a  n u m b e r  o f  r e p o r ts  fr o m  a g e n c ie s  in v o lv e d  in  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f
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s e rv ic e  d e l iv e iy  to  v ic t im s  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  th a t  m ig h t  p ro v id e  u s e fu l 
in fo rm a tio n  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  p ro je c t  b e in g  u n d e r ta k e n  b y  the 
E C L A C / C D C C  s e c re ta r ia t . T h e s e  re p o r ts  in c lu d e d  in fo rm a t io n  re la te d  to 
p ro b le m s  o f  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  a n d  m o n ito r in g , m e th o d s  o f  r e p o r t in g  an d  
r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  o n  v a r ia b le s  a ro u n d  w h ic h  th e y  w o u ld  lik e  to  see  d a ta  
c o lle c te d . S h e  c o n s id e re d  th a t  c o lla b o ra t io n  w o u ld  b e  c r it ic a l in  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  o f  a n  in te g ra te d  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  s y s tem .

S h e  r e p o r te d  th a t  in  199 5 , a  h o t lin e  w a s  e s ta b lis h e d  fo r  v ic t im s  o f  
d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e , fo llo w e d  b y  th e  e s ta b lis h m e n t  o f  a  D o m e s t ic  V io le n c e  U n it  in  
J u n e  1997 . In  b o th  ca s es , fo rm s  w e re  c re a te d  w h ic h  a llo w e d  in fo rm a t io n  on  
th e  u s e rs  o f  th e s e  s e rv ic e s  to  b e  c o lle c te d .

M o re  re c e n t ly ,  th e  D iv is io n  u n d e r to o k  a  s itu a t io n a l a n a ly s is  o f  s y s tem s  o f  
d a ta  c o lle c t io n  o n  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e . T h e  r e p o r t  s p o k e  to  th e  n ee d  fo r  a 
s ta n d a rd is e d  d e f in it io n  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  th a t  w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  
a c c o m m o d a te  th e  d e f in it io n s  u s e d  b y  a ll s ta k e h o ld e rs . O th e r  c h a lle n g e s  to  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  s y s te m  w e re  th e  n e e d  fo r  a  c e r ta in  le v e l o f  
c o n f id e n t ia lity  a n d  th e  n e e d  to  a v o id  d u p lic a t io n  o f  re p o r ts .

A s  a  r e s u lt  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  a r is in g  fro m  th e  s itu a t io n a l a n a ly s is , a  
C a b in e t-a p p o in te d  c o m m itte e  c o n s is t in g  o f  s ta k e h o ld e r s ,  in c lu d in g  
re p r e s e n ta t iv e s  fr o m  th e  C e n tra l S ta t is t ic a l O ffic e , d e m o g ra p h e rs ,  th e  R ap e  
C r is is  C en tre , p o lic e , th e  h o s p ita l a n d  in fo rm a t io n  te c h n o lo g y  p e rs o n n e l fro m  
N IH E R S T  w a s  fo rm e d  to  a d d re s s  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  c e n tra l d a ta  s y s tem .

A s  a  p a r t  o f  its  w o rk , th e  c o m m itte e  p ilo te d  a  s ta n d a rd is e d  q u es t io n n a ire  
fo r  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  a m o n g  a g e n c ie s . O v e r  4 0 0  o f  th e s e  q u e s t io n n a ir e s  w e re  s en t 
ou t, o f  w h ic h  a p p ro x im a te ly  5 0  p e r  c e n t  w e re  re tu rn e d . T h e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  m e t 
w ith  l im ite d  s u c c e s s  b e c a u s e  th e  p a r t ic ip a t in g  a g e n c ie s  c o n s id e re d  th a t  th e ir  
o w n  fo rm s  w e re  b e t te r  s u ite d  to  th e ir  n e e d s , th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  w a s  to o  le n g th y  
a n d  s o m e  q u e s t io n s  w e re  s e e n  a s  ir re le va n t .

I t  w a s  e x p e c te d  th a t  fe e d b a c k  fro m  th is  e x e rc is e  w o u ld  in fo rm  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  m o re  e f fe c t iv e  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  s y s te m  in  th e  a r e a  o f  d o m e s t ic  
v io len ce .

T h e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  S u p re m e  C o u r t  o f  T r in id a d  a n d  T o b a g o  sp o k e  o f  
h e r  e x p e r ie n c e  in  a t te m p t in g  to  s tru c tu re  th e  d a ta  o f  th e  J u d ic ia r y ,  b o th  in  th e  
S u p re m e  C o u r t  a n d  th e  M a g is tra c y . S h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  c a p a c ity  fo r  d a ta  
c o lle c t io n  a n d  c o m p ila t io n  w a s  s tro n g e r  in  th e  S u p re m e  C o u r t  w h e re  re c o rd s  
w e re  a lr e a d y  c o m p u te r is e d . S h e  in fo rm e d  th e  m e e t in g  th a t  in  th e  c a s e  o f  th e  
M a g is tra c y , le g is la t io n  w a s  n e e d e d  to  m a k e  th e  c h a n g e s  to  fa c il ita te  th e  
c o lle c t io n  o f  d a ta  o n  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e .



5

S h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  a  n u m b e r  o f  fa c to rs  a c te d  a s  o b s ta c le s  to  o b ta in in g  
a p p ro p r ia te  d a ta  fro m  th e  c o u r t  s y s tem . T h e s e  in c lu d e d  th e  fa c t  th a t  e ffo r ts  to 
c u ll s o c ia l d a ta  w e re  h a m p e re d  b y  th e  te d io u s n e s s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  m a n u a l 
t ra n s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  c o u r t  re co rd s . T h e re  w e re  a lso  p ro b le m s  o f  d u p lic a t io n  o f  
rep o r ts , a s  w e ll  a s  u n d e r  s ta ffin g , a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  s tru c tu re  o f  th e  P u b lic  
S erv ice .

T h e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  th e  E C L A C / C D C C  s e c re ta r ia t ,  in fo rm e d  th e  
m e e t in g  o f  p a s t  e ffo r ts  o f  th e  S o c ia l A f fa ir s  U n it  to  c o lle c t  d a ta  on  d o m es tic  
v io le n c e  in  th e  is la n d  o f  T o b a g o , a n d  in  som e  o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  o f  th e  
O rg a n is a t io n  o f  E a s te rn  C a r ib b e a n  S ta te s  (O E C S ). I t  w a s  o fte n  fo u n d  th a t  som e 
o f  th e  p ro b le m s  o f  c o l le c t in g  d a ta  h a d  to  d o  w ith  fe e l in g s  o f  s h a m e  an d  
e m b a r ra s s m e n t  fe lt  b y  v ic t im s . M s. C u a le s  e x p la in e d  th a t  a p a r t  fro m  w o m e n , 
p e rs o n s  w ith  d is a b ilit ie s  w e re  a ls o  v ic t im s  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e , e s p e c ia lly  
s e x u a l a b u se . S h e  s ta ted  th a t  th e  p ro b le m  w a s  n o t  o n ly  th e  c o lla t io n  o f  d a ta  
a c ro s s  a g e n c ie s  b u t  a ls o  th e  c a p tu r in g  o f  th e  u n re p o r te d  a c ts  o f  d o m es tic  
v io le n c e  w h ic h  w e re  ta k in g  p la c e  w ith in  c o m m u n it ie s .

T h e  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  o f  P A H O / W H O , in fo rm e d  th e  m e e t in g  th a t  e ffo r ts  to  
s tu d y  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  h a d  le d  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  p ro je c t  b y  
P A H O / W H O  fo r  L a t in  A m e r ic a  a n d  th e  A n d e a n  re g io n . S h e  d is c u s s e d  a sp ec ts  
o f  th is  r e s e a r c h  e x p la in in g  th a t  th e  p ro b le m  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  w a s  o ften  
m a d e  in v is ib le  d u e  to  s o c ie ty ’s r e s p o n s e  to  it, a n d  th a t  th e  d e fin it io n  o f  
d o m es tic  v io le n c e  v a r ie d  fro m  c o u n tr y  to  c o u n try . I t  w a s  n o te d  th a t  p h y s ic a l 
a n d  p s y c h o lo g ic a l v io le n c e  w a s  c o m m o n  to  a ll d e f in it io n s ,  w h ile  s e x u a l an d  
p a tr im o n ia l o r  f in a n c ia l v io le n c e  w a s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  in c o rp o ra te d .

S h e  s p o k e  o f  th e  e ffe c ts  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  o n  th e  s o c ie ty , a m o n g  th em , 
an  in c re a s e  in  te e n a g e  p re g n a n c ie s , fem a le  m o r ta lity  a n d  th e  h ig h  r is k  o f  
c o n tra c t in g  A ID S . S h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  in  s p ite  o f  th e  in te rn a t io n a l c o n v e n t io n s  
a g a in s t  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  s ig n e d  b y  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s , th e re  w a s  s till m u c h  to  be 
d o n e  b y  w a y  o f  a n  in te g ra te d  r e s p o n s e  to  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e .

S h e  in fo rm e d  th e  m e e t in g  o f  a  s u rv e il la n c e  s y s te m  b e in g  im p le m e n te d  in  
B e lize . Im p o r ta n t  to  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  th is  s y s te m  w a s  th e  id e n t if ic a t io n  o f  
th e  c r it ic a l ro u te s  o f  in te ra c t io n  w h e n  v ic t im s  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  s o u g h t h e lp . 
In  d e v e lo p in g  th e  d a ta  s u rv e il la n c e  s y s tem , c o n s u lta t io n  w ith  th e  a g en c ie s  
id e n t if ie d  in  th e  c r it ic a l r o u te  a s s e s s m e n t  w a s  h e ld  to  e n s u r e  th e  in c lu s io n  o f  
d a ta  v a r ia b le s  r e le v a n t  to  th e  n e e d s  o f  e a c h  in s t itu t io n . T h e  d e fin it io n  o f  c o re  
m in im u m  in fo rm a t io n  n e e d e d  b y  e a c h  c o lla b o ra t in g  a g e n c y  w a s , th e re fo re , 
im p o rta n t.

S h e  e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  s u rv e il la n c e  s y s te m  w a s  n o t  in te n d e d  to  rep la ce  
in d iv id u a l in s t ru m e n ts  o f  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  d e v e lo p e d  b y  in s t itu t io n s .
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A g e n d a  ite m  3:
D is c u s s io n  o n  p r in c ip le s  a n d  e le m e n ts  o f  a  r e p o r t in g  s y s te m

T h e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  d is c u s s e d  th e  d iff ic u lty  in  o b ta in in g  re lia b le  in d ic a t io n s  
o f  in c id e n c e  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  fro m  re p o r ts  m a d e  to  h ea lth , p o lic e  an d  
ju d ic ia l  in s t itu t io n s  b e c a u s e  o f  d u p lic a t io n  o f  r e p o r ts  a n d  u n d e r re p o r t in g . T h e  
m e e t in g  a g re e d  th a t  o v e r  tim e , s u c h  a  c o m p ila t io n  o f  r e p o r ts  c o u ld  g iv e  an  
in d ic a t io n  o f  in c id e n c e . C r im e  v ic t im is a t io n  s u rv e y s  w e r e  a d v o c a te d  a s  m o re  
a p p ro p r ia te  to  g e t  a t  th e  p re v a le n c e  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e .

T h e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  d is c u s s e d  w h e th e r  a  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  s y s te m  w h ic h  
c o m p ile d  r e p o r ts  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  s h o u ld  b e  c o n c e rn e d  w ith  p r o o f  o f  
d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  s in c e  th is  m ig h t  d e te rm in e  th e  a g e n c ie s  fr o m  w h ic h  d a ta  w a s  
to  b e  c o lle c te d . It  w a s  p o in te d  o u t  th a t  p o lic e  r e c o rd s  o n  a ll ty p e s  o f  c r im e  
g e n e ra lly  a d d re s s e d  r e p o r ts  m a d e  a n d , in  th is  r e g a rd , th e re  w a s  n o  d iffe r e n c e  
in  th e  r e c o rd s  o f  r e p o r ts  m a d e  to  s h e lte rs  o r  h o t lin e s . S till,  th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  fe lt  
th a t  o ff ic ia l g o v e rn m e n t  r e c o rd s  s h o u ld  b e  tr e a te d  s e p a ra te ly  fro m  s ta t is t ic s  
d e r iv e d  fro m  n o n -g o v e rn m e n ta l o rg a n iz a t io n s .

Is s u e s  o f  s ta n d a rd is a t io n , h a rm o n is a t io n  a n d  r e l ia b i l i t y  w e re  th o u g h t  to 
b e  c h a lle n g e s  in  th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  a  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  s y s tem . T h e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  
th e  s u rv e il la n c e  s y s te m  w e re  r e ite ra te d  a n d  th e  n e e d  fo r  a  r e g is t r y  th a t  w o u ld  
b e  r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  h o u s in g  a n d  a n a ly s in g  th e  d a ta  fr o m  a ll o f  th e  p a r t ic ip a t in g  
u n its / p o in ts  o f  c o n ta c t  w e re  r e c o m m e n d e d .

In  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n , th e  m e e t in g  id e n t if ie d  th e  m a in  is s u e s  to 
b e  a d d re s s e d  as:

(a) Id e n t ify in g  th e  s o u rc e s  o f  th e  d a ta ;

(b) F in d in g  a  m e th o d o lo g y  to  c a p tu re  th e  d a ta ;

(c ) D e v e lo p in g  a  m e th o d  o f  u n iq u e ly  id e n t i fy in g  th e  v ic t im s  o f
d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  to  a v o id  d u p lic a t io n ; a n d

(d) O b ta in in g  in fo rm a t io n  o n  th e  p e rp e tra to r s  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n ce .

T h e  m e e t in g  c o n c lu d e d  th a t  th e  m a in  o b je c t iv e s  o f  a  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  
s y s tem  o n  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  w o u ld  b e  th e  fo llo w in g :

(a) T o  g a u g e  th e  m a g n itu d e  o f  th e  p ro b le m  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e ;

(b) T o  id e n t ify  th o s e  g ro u p s  a t  h ig h e s t  r is k  w h o  m ig h t  b e n e fit  fro m  
fo c u s e d  in te r v e n t io n  o r  in c r e a s e d  s e rv ic e s ;
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(c) T o  t r a c k  a n d  a s s e s s  c h a n g e s  in  th e  in c id e n c e  o f  d o m e s t ic  v io le n ce ;
an d

(d) T o  fo rm u la te , m o n ito r  a n d  im p ro v e  in te r v e n t io n  s tra te g ie s  an d  
s e rv ic es .

T h e  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  s y s tem  w a s  s een  to  b e  im p o r ta n t  to  p o lic e , s e rv ic e  
p ro v id e rs , p o lic y  m a k e rs , c o u r t  a d m in is tra t io n , th e  h e a lth  s e c to r  a n d  n o n 
g o v e rn m e n ta l o r g a n iz a t io n s  w h ic h  w o rk  o n  th is  is su e .

T h e  m e e t in g  a g re e d  th a t  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  d a ta  c o lle c t io n  p ro to c o l fo r  
d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  s h o u ld  b e  in fo rm e d  b y  a  s itu a t io n a l a n a ly s is  o n  th e  s ta te  o f  
in fo rm a t io n  s y s te m s  o n  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e . T h is  s itu a t io n a l a n a ly s is  w o u ld  
id e n t ify  th e  e x is t in g  g a p s  in  th e  in fo rm a t io n  s y s te m  a n d  m a k e  
r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  fo r  th e  k in d s  o f  in fo rm a t io n  th a t  w o u ld  b e  n e e d e d  to  a c h ie v e  
th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  p ro je c t . T h e  m e e t in g  a ls o  r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  a  c o n s u lta n t  
b e  id e n t if ie d  to  d r a ft  a  m o d e l d a ta  c o lle c t io n  p ro to c o l.  In  d e v e lo p in g  th is  d ra ft, 
th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  c o n s id e re d  th a t  it  w o u ld  b e  c r it ic a l to  s e e k  th e  in p u t  o f  a ll th e  
s ta k e h o ld e rs .

F in a lly , th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  a g re e d  th a t  E C L A C / C D C C ’s w o rk  o n  th e  d a ta  
c o lle c t io n  p ro to c o ls  fo r  d o m e s t ic  v io le n c e  w o u ld  b e  e x t r e m e ly  u s e fu l to  
fo rm u la t in g  in te g ra te d  r e s p o n s e s  w h ic h  m e t  th e  m a n d a te  o f  th e  e ra d ic a t io n  o f  
g e n d e r -b a s e d  v io le n c e .
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E -m ail: m arciacasher@ hotm ail.com

Mr. Sean O 'B rien , S tatistic ian  1, N a tion a l S tatistics B u ild ing, 80 Independence 
Square, Port o f  Spain, T rin idad  and Tobago, Telephone: 868-625-3302, Facsim ile :

M s. D enise G aspard-R ichards, C ou rt S tatistic ian , H all o f  Justice, K nox Street, Port o f 
Spain, T rin idad  and Tobago, Te leph on e: 868-625-4831, Facsim ile: 868-627-8642, E- 
m ail: ttlaw @ w ow .net

Dr. G in a  W atson , H ealth  P rom otion  Adviser, Pan  Am erican  H ealth  O rgan ization/W orld  
H ealth  O rgan ization , 49 Jern ingham  Avenue, Port o f Spain , T rin idad  and  Tobago, 
Telephone: 868-624-7524, Facsim ile : 868-624-5643 , E -m ail: w a tsong i@ trt.pah o.org

M s. M on ica  W illiam s, M anager, D om estic  V io lence Unit, M in istry o f  Cu lture and 
G ender A ffa irs , 8 Q ueen 's Park  East, Port o f Spain, T rin idad  and Tobago, Telephone: 
868-623-7032 , Facsim ile: 868-625-3278 , E -m ail: gen der@ tstt.n e t.tt
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Ms. Sandra John, O fficer-in -C harge, ECLAC  Subregional H eadquarters for the 
C aribbean , CH IC  Bu ild ing, 3rd F loor, 63 Park  Street, Port o f  Spain, T rin idad  and 
Tobago, Telephone: (868) 623-5595; Facsim ile: (868) 623-8485; E-m ail:
reg istry@ eclacpos.org
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