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PROLOGO

Con motivo de la Conferencia Internacional de Poblacion celebrada en México, entre el
6 y el 13 de agosto de 1984, el Centro Latinpcamericano de Demografia de las Naciones
Unidas {CELADE) ha considerado muy importante dar a conocer el presente libro,
que contiene las declaraciones de los Delegados de los paises de América Latina y del
Caribe que hicieron uso de la palabra en la sesidn plenaria de esa importante reunién
internacional.

Nuestro desec fue poner en el mas corto plazo posible, el contenido de esas declaracio-
nes a disposicion de todos los interesados en los temas de poblacién. Eso significd un
esfuerzo que nos parecid que valia la pena pues cada vez mas, 1o gue ocurre en la esfera
del multifacético problema de la poblacidn, interesa a capas mds vastas de la sociedad.
Ya dejo de ser un tema exclusive de los demografos para ganar la calle y por lo tanto,
interesar a politicos, intelectuales, técnicos de distintas disciplinas socuales y al publico
en general.,

Este desborde del tema de poblacion desde pequefios grupos técnicos a los mas amplios
foros politicos, tanto nacionales como internacionales, obedecié a que el comporta-
miento y dinamismo de la poblacién significé una creciente demanda de los més varia-
dos servicios sociales, de una creciente necesidad de puestos en el mercado de trabajo,
de gran cantidad de viviendas para amplios sectores de la poblacién. Esta demanda
creciente en muchos casos no fue satisfecha y en otros casos deficientemente prevista
contribuyendo a agravar los problemas inherentes al estado de subdesarrollo de los
paises de la region.

Estas circunstancias impuestas por la realidad hicieron que las relaciones entre el
cambic demografico v el desarrollo dejaron de ser motive de especulacién vy las ten-
dencias de la poblacion fueran consideradas como un proceso tangible que requeria
la accién de los gobiernos con politicas especificas adecuadas a las caracteristicaspro-
pias de cada pafs.

Por eso le asignamos un gran valor al contenido de este libro. En €l estdn expresados |os
juicios que a cada uno de los expositores le merece la situacioén particular de su pais
incluyendo, segin los casos un diagnostico de la realidad y un conjunto de medidas
tomadas para paliar o resolver los problemas que rondan alrededor de los diferentes
aspectos que plantea el dificil problema de la poblacion y su equilibrio con !a dotacion
de recursos del pais y la consideracion del némero de habitantes como agente dinamico
o retardador del desarrolio.

El CELADE al editar este libro, lo hace considerando que es otro pasc en la tarea en
que estd empefiado como organismo de las Naciones Unidas al servicic de la cooperacién
regional en materia de poblaciéon y como responsable del Programa Reglonal Latino-
americano de Poblacion.

Nuestra mayor satisfaccion sera que este libro sea de utilidad para evaluar la situacion
actual y establecer un punto de comparacion sobre el terreno recorrido desde la Con-
ferencia Mundial de Bucarest de 1974 hasta México 1984. Si esto se logra, nos senti-
remos ampliamente recompensados en nuestro esfuerzo.

Qscar Julian Bardeci
Director

Noviembre, 1984,
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ANTIGUA AND BARBUDA

STATEMENT BY THE HONOURABLE EUSTACE COCHRANE
MINISTER. MINISTRY OF HEALTH.

Mr. President, the Antigua and Barbuda delegation joins the former speakers in
extending  warmest congratulations 10 you on your election to the eminent office
of president of the conference. We are satisfied that you are amply qualified for the
post and that through your able leadership the conference will be a complete success.
We would also [ike to extend congratulations to those other persons who have been
elected to work along with you thus doubly ensuring success.

We take this opportunity to say through you, sir, a hearty ‘‘thank you’ to the
government and people of Mexico for hosting this Second International Conference
on Population, for the excellent arrangements made for ourcomfort and pleasure,
and for the hospitality we have enjoyed and to which we look forward throughout
the rest of our stay in your beautiful and historic country.

Warmest congratulations are also extended to Mr. Salas and the UNFPA staff for
the excellent job they have done in organizing this conference.

Mr. President, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen. When the world
Conference on Population was held in Bucharest in 1974, the twin island state of
Antigua and Barbuda was not represented as we were at that time a semi-colonial
state. It is therefore with considerable humility and pride that | address you today as
one of the representatives of a relatively newly independent country, having gained
our independence in november, 1981. We therefore qualify as one of the smallest
{if not the smallest} and newest sovereign state here today.

| am sure that | am not wrong in assuming that there is a goodly number of my fellow
delegates who know very little about my country in spite of the great advancement
in comunication and the tremendous improvement in access to information. Permit me
then to take up a few brief moments of your time to give you some information about
Antigua and Barbuda.

We are situated at about the mid-way point in the chain of islands in the Caribbean Sea.
The chain stretches from the Northern tip of the South American Continent to the
Southern tip of the North American Continent.

Antigua and Barbuda are flat coralislands with low annual rainfall and an average
temperature of 84° F. The principal areas of employment are agriculture and tourism,
though there has been recent thrust in light industry. The islands are easily accessible
both by land and sea, and our people are typically caribbean in our warmth and
friendliness.



Mr. President, the last population census in Antigua and Barbuda was held as long ago
as 1970. We recognize that the exercise is not only essential, but is also long overdue.
We are making efforts to remedy this situation in the shortest possible time.

In the meantime, however, we are not without statistics and other reliable information
which have assisted us in arriving at a reasonably accurate picture of the Antigua and
Barbuda situation with respect to population, health services and family planning
services. This same information has influenced the government to pay particular
attention to the size, growth and quality of the population as it relates to, and can
affect, the development of our country.

Antigua and Barbuda has a total area of 170 square miles and the 1970 census showed
that its populations stood at 64.794 with a crude birth rate of 26.0 per thousand,
a crude death rate of 7.5 per thousand, and a natural increase of 1.8 per cent.

in the early 1970's, family planning was introduced on a very limited and selective
scale. It later gained momentum as a result of the concerns expressed at the Bucharest
Conference. International Planned Parenthood Federation {IPPF), was among the very
early organizations to show interest in providing family planning services to any
acceptor,

By 1877 the birth rate had falien from 26.0 per thousand in 1970 to 20.4 per thousand,
and it is estimated at 17.0 per thousand in 1980. The total fertility rate in 1980 has
been estimated at 2.4 live births per woman.

Mortality was also reduced significantly between 1970 and 1980, and it is estimated
that the crude death rate moved from 7.5 to 6.0 per thousand; life expectancy in
1880 was 65 year at birth as against 62 years in 1970.

Antigua and Barbuda’s population is estimated to reach 94,000 by the year 2000
and 112,500 thirty years later if the present trend is maintained.

What this information means to our development is the crucial guestion. It suggest
that although there is no reason for panic, there is also little reason for complacency
since resources must also be developed at least on par with increased population,
even if the existing standard of living is to be maintained. This therefore strongly
suggest that serious efforts must be made now to control the population growth
rate whilst recognizing the basic human right to determine the size of the family.

It means that we must seek to maximize all available resources in our effort to
provide and continuaily improve the quality of life for all our people and that the
special programmes aimed at improving the status of women in the society will
continue. There can be no doubt that there is tremendous potential, strength and
ability residing in our women and these we will continue to utilize. They are free to
work side by side with the men in the development process and are accorded all
the rights and privileges which men enjoy. To this end, the government of Antigua
and Barbuda has introduced a women’s desk to create awareness of the importance
of our women.

1t means that we must continue to create jobs for an ever expanding labour force.
And this must be a particular concern for any developing country as the traditional
outlest for excess manpower slowly and relentlessly close their doors,

This also means that Antigua and Barbuda will experience a significant increase in the
number of senior citizens. These too must be considered when we think of and plan
for, a better life for our people.
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Mr. President, any development programme must take cognisance of the-population,
and the areas of special concern must be addressed, Needless to say there have been
serious constraints to our development, and doubtless these will persist since
Antigua and Barbuda is small and suffers from the many trials and tribulations
which go hand in glove with our size in a world where to be small often means to be
overlooked. During the past ten years or so there was serious reduction in external
assistance to my country, resulting in a slower rate of development. It is hoped that
the recent reversals in recessional trends boasted by the developed and industrialized
countries will be evidenced by their contributions to speed up the development of
under developed countries such as mine,

In spite of these constraints, however, Antigqua and-Barbuda has adopted the primary
health care strategy through which it is expected that our people will be enjoying a
more satisfactory standard of living by the year 2000. Already through our maternal
and child health programme, there have been improved services for mothers
and children; antenatal and- postnatal clinics are provided and are well attended;
nutrition surveillance by means of growth curve charts linked with a world food
programme subsidy is on going; diacrhoeal disease control programme provides
education and the oral rehydration therapy.

Family planning is strongly supported by IPPF through its sub-regional office
-the Caribbean family planning affiliation (CFPA):; with headquarters in Antigua.
CFPA has gained wide popularity among the countries it serves in the eastern
caribbean as a result of its dynamic and timely education and training programmes,

In 1979 UNFPA funded a three-year family life education programme in Antigua-
and Barbuda which focussed attention on teenegers and young adults, and addressed
the problems of teenage pregnancy. The project was highly successful and is today
fully integrated into our community health programme. We are indebted to UNFPA
and PAHO/WHO for their invaluable assistance in this area.

Iin the later half of 1983, with the assistance of USAID, a population task force was
formed in Antigua and Barbuda to look at population trends; population as it relates
to development, and to formulate a population policy. Work in this area continues.

Mr. President and honourable delegates, | have attempted to give you an overview of
the Antigua and Barbuda population position; some idea of what we have been able
to do {admittedly with considerable assistance}, how we hope to proceed, and the
objective we would like 1o achieve withing a specific period.

You will readily appreciate that it is no easy task to acoomplish (if at ail possible)
without external assistance, bearing in mind our limited resources. 1t was therefore
most encouraging to hear representatives of traditionally friendly countries and
agencies stress their determination not only to continue to assist us, underdeveloped
and developing countries, to successfully tackle the problems inherent in reconciling
population with development, but also to substantially increase their contributions,

Antigua and Barbuda acknowledges the benefits it has enjoyed through specialized
agencies such as PAHO/WHO, UNFPA, UNDP, USAID and IPPF among others, and
we urge donor countries to continue to support them. However, our own sub-regional
organization, the CARICOM Secretariat, has been doing a commendable job particularly
in health and heaith related areas,and we would again strongly urge donor countries
to give the Secrétariat their support as well.
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Mr. President, in closing, let me assure you that our size both in terms of {and mass.
and population in no way inhibits our resolve and commitment to the plan of action
for controlling our population, and for providing improved health care and enhance
the social well being of all our people.

We are confident that this conference will lead to the much needed increase in
international assistance in the population field, thus enebling countries such as ours
to realize our aspirations for development.

We also join other countries here today in urging the enhancement and strengthening
of the role of UNFPA as the leading international organization in the population arena,



ARGENTINA

INTERVENCION DEL SENOR SECRETARIO DE PLANIFICACION DE LA
PRESIDENCIA DE LA NACION
DR. JUAN V. SOURROUILLE.

Sefior Presidente, en esta primera intervencion de la Delegacion Argentina, deseamos
expresar nuestras felicitaciones por su eleccion como Presidente de esta Conferencia
y hacerlas extensivas a los demas integrantes del Comité General.

Como hace diez afios en Bucarest, los representantes de las naciones del mundo vuelven
a reunirse para tratar de concertar una accidn internacional que, junto a la adopcién
de nuevas estrategias, debe servir para la promocién del desarrollo y el mejoramiento
de la calidad de vida de los pueblos. Estamos nuevamente juntos, rodeados del calido
afecto y la generosa hospitalidad mexicana, para considerar los denominados problemas
de poblacién gue, como muy bien acorddramos entonces, no pueden ser reducidos a
una mera descripcion de las tendencias demogréficas mundiales y menos adn,
agregamos, a una visién alucinante de esas tendencias.

En las distintas reuniones preparatorias de esta Conferencia Mundial se mantuvieron
en alto los principios y obijetivos del Plan de Bucarest. La tarea que hoy iniciamos
también debe estar guiada por estos principios y objetivos porque siguen siendo vélidos,
y esto, en nuestra opinion, significa retomarlos y ubicarlos en las nuevas condiciones
del contexto internacional.

La excelente documentacién preparada por el Secretariadc nos brinda suficientes
elementos como para verificar que, desde Bucarest, se han producido importantes y
novedosos cambios en materia demografica, a distintos niveles de agregacién. Pero
si extendemos nuestra mirada al contexto mas amplio de lo que ha ocurrido desde
entonces en materia politica, econémica y social, vemos, por sobre todo, que estamos
transitando por una situacion internacional en la que una parte significativa del
desarrollo logrado por los pueblos se va diluyendo en medio de una de las crisis
econdmicas mundiales mas graves del siglo. Crisis que tiene su manifestacion mds
visible en el endeudamiento externo que agobia a nuestros paises y gue constituye,
sin duda, uno de los obstaculos mds serios para su desarrollo. Por ello, Sefior Presidente,
la Delegacién Argentina considera que ‘‘la base para una efectiva solucién de los
problemas de poblacidn es, por sobre todo, la transformacion social y econdmica”,
Esta frase, correspondiente al primer parrafo del Plan aprobado en-Bucarest,adquiere
hoy un significado mucho mas profundo, mucho més definitivo.

Si tan critica situaciéon no fuera suficiente el estancamiento de las negociaciones en
materia de control y limitacién de armas y las crecientes luchas y tensiones que se
observan en las distintas regiones del mundo agregan su sombra de espanto. Al
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comenzar estas deliberaciones y antes de tratar aspectos demograficos especificos,
debemos dejar bien en claro cudl es el marco de los problemas de poblacién, Tal como
lo formula la letra del propio Plan de Acgcion Mundial, el desarrollo econémico y
social es a base para la efectiva solucion de los problemas de poblacién. Sin embargo,
el verdadero desarrollo no puede tener lugar en ausencia de independencia y liberacidn
nacional. Sefior Presidente, nuestra Delegacion considera que sélo a través de una
vigorosa cooperacidn internacional que contribuya a la normalizacidon econémica
mundial v a la preservacién de la paz se lograran las condiciones para que las naciones
puedan alcanzar una efectiva politica de desarrollo y de poblacién.

Como en 1974, esta Delegacién de un Gobierno argentino, surgido de la voluntad
popular, sostiene el principio de |a soberan{a de cada nacidn para adoptar la politica
de poblacién que mds convenga a sus propias necesidades. Pero asi como la Argentina
defiende la soberania, la no intervencion, la igualdad de los Estados soberanos y la
solidaridad entre las naciones, hacia el interior de los paises privilegia la piena vigencia
de los derechos humanos. Para la Argentina éstos son los dos parametros fundamenta-
les de las politicas de poblacién: sin relaciones de dominacion entre los Estados y con
el mas pleno respeto de los Estados por la libertad de los individuos.

Una politica de poblacién que no respeta la libertad de los individuos pierde la esencia
de su sentido. La reciente y tragica experiencia de nuestro pais es'un ejemplo de lo
que sefialamos. Un gobierno militar que no respetd los derechos humanos basicos y
que sobre la base de una pseudoteoria de la sequridad nacional, adoptd una politica
demogréfica que pretendia aumentar la inmigracion internacional hacia el pais, produjo
el resultade conocido de expulsién de inmigrantes de paises vecinos y la mayor emigra-
cién de argentinos de toda nuestra historia y cuyo retorno constituye hoy, un serio
problema.

Sefior Presidente, entre los cambios demogrificos que se han observado a nivel mundial
sobresale un hecho que es, efectivamente, notable en la historia demografica universal.
Luego de haber alcanzado |a tasa global de crecimiento mas alta que se canoce, la
humanidad parece haber iniciado el franco retorno a tasas menores. Para algunos se
trata de uno de los acontecimientos mas auspiciosos del Ultimo decenio. Para otros no
lo es tanto, porque aun el incremento absoluto sigue aumentando. Con el mayor respe-
to por las distintas interpretaciones que estas nuevas tendencias concitan, nuestra
Delegacién sostiene que desde el punto de vista de las politicas que cada Estado debe
disefiar para resolver sus peculiares problemas de poblacién, estos promedios universa-
les tienen muy poca relevancia. La unidad de analisis “Tierra”, o fa formada por el
conjunto de los paises en desarrollo, no es justamente la mas apropiada para tratar de
avanzar en nuestro conocimiento cientifico de |as relaciones entre poblacidn y desarrollo.

Seiior Presidente: nuestra Delegacion augura el éxito de la tarea que hoy estamos
emprendiendo y expresa su convencimiento de que lograremos superar definitivamente
el enfoque simplista que identifica los problemas de poblacién con una determinada
tasa de crecimiento demaogrifice o de fecundidad. Todos los aqui presentes sabemos
hasta el cansancio gque una misma tasa tiene significados muy diferentes segiin sea la
sociedad vy las condiciones de desarrollo en que se encuentre. También sabemos que la
dindmica demogréafica es un proceso muy complejo en el que interactGan muchos y
diferentes fenomenos.
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Seamos fieles a los principios de nuestro plan de accién y miremos con signo positivo
los cambios en el nivel de la fecundidad en tanto muestren gue mas familias estdn
ejerciendo su derecho humano bésico de decidir libremente el nimero de hijos que
desean tener. Pero miremos negativamente esos cambios si son el fruto de cualquier tipo
de coercidn implicita oexplicita. Expresemos nuestra profunda preocupacion y acerque-
mos nuestra solidaridad en aquellos casos en que el nivel de la mortalidad no cede y
festejemos los logros de gquienes estdn consiguiendo su reduccién. Hagamos lo imposi-
ble para que cada ser humano pueda residir en el lugar que elige y trabajar alli para dar
al resto de {os hombres y mujeres lo mejor de si mismo. Apostemos al ser humano.






BARBADOS

A STATEMENT BY SENATOR, THE HONOURABLE O'BRIEN TROTMAN,
MINISTER OF HEALTH, AT THE INTERNATIONAL POPULATION CONFERENCE

IN MEXICO CITY.

Mr. President, Distinguished Delegates. The Government and people of Barbados express
sincere appreciation to the Government and people of Mexico for hosting this very
important conference which comes at a time that is very crucial for all people, the
world over. It is important because it deals with issues that have socio-economic as well
as health implications for every region, nation and country. |t comes at a crucial time
since every government is experiencing economic difficulty in some form or the other,
whether it is unemployment, high interest rates or negative economic growth,

Mr. President, ailow me to join the others who have already spoken in congratulating
you on your appointment to preside over this Conference. | also congratulate the
other officers who have been appointed to assist you.

Mr. President, during the next minutes, | will point out briefly the demographic
changes that have occured in my country Barbados during the last ten years since
the World Population Conference held in Bucharest in 1974, and the socio-economic
and health implications such changes are likely to bring about, and what my Govern-
ment has done and proposes to do.

Barbados, has an area of 166 sq. miles (430 km2) and is the most easterly of the
Caribbean islandg, with a population density of 1,511 persons per square mile (583
persons per kmz, it has a narrow resource base depending primarily on sugar,
tourism and light manufacturing for its economic prosperity. The literacy rate of the
adult population is approximately 98 per cent and as a result, the peoples expectations
are high.

Barbados has entered a stage of demographic transition which is characterized by
continuing declines in both the death rate and birth rate. Where as in 1974 the death
rate was 8.6 per 1000 population, by 1983 it had fallen to 8.2 and the birth rate has
fallen from 19.8 in 1974 to 17.8 in 1982. At the same time the population growth rate
has continued to decline, moving from 0.5 per cent in 1974 to 0.4 in 1983. The
average expectation of life at birth has increased from 69 year for females, in 1970,
to 72.46 years, in 1980, and from 65 years for mates in 1970 to 67.15 years in 1980.
The total fertility rate of Barbadien women has fallen significantly to 1.9 in 1980
when compared with 3.0 in 1970. Based on these demographic trends, the population
age structure of Barbados has been changed, indicating a decrease in the under 15 age
group population and a significant increase in the older age group, 65 years and over.
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Mr. President, the demographic trends which | have mentioned, show that my Govern-
ment would have to chart a new social and economic development strategy to handle
these changing patterns.

Aware of the consequences of these demographic trends and the impact that they
will probably make on the social and economic development of the country my
Government has during the last eight (8) vyears re-organized the health services to
improve equity, effectiveness and efficiency. Polyclinics have been built throughout
the most densely populated areas of the country to deliver both curative and preven-
tive health care services and at the same time to effect a greater coverage of the
population.

Mr. President, my . Government has committed itself to the implementation of
a National Health Service to remove the present disparities that now exist in the
health care system, with respect to the quality of care as perceived by its citizens.
Under the National Health Service, all Barbadians will receive “free’’ medical care at
the just point of contact in the health care system. “Free”, here Mr. Presicient means
that the patient will not pay fees to the doctor directly but will have contributed
1 per cent of his or her salary to a health levy to pay for the National Health Service.

The first phase of the National Health Service, the Drug Service, was implemented
in 1980 and its main objective is to reduce the cost of prescriptive drugs to the
consumer without compromising the guality of the drugs,

In addition, a’ Special Benefit Programme of the Drug Service was implemented in
1981 to benefit a special group of the population. This group comprises the under
6's, the aged group, 65 years and over, and patients suffering from chronic conditions
such as cancer, diabetes and hypertension. This group, will receive free or subsidized
drugs.

The second phase of the National Health Service, the General Practitioner Service is to
be implemented later this year and the first beneficiaries of this second phase ‘wili
be the aged population, 65 years and over.

My Government recognizes the fact that the promotion of economic development and
social well-being requires co-ordinated action in all the social and economic sectors
and that the achievement of a healthy population cannot be solely accomplished by
the health sector alone but by the co-ordinated efforts of all sectors, both private and
public, voluntary organizations and social groups.

Based on this co-ordination, the social and economic development in housing,
education and water supplies has also contributed in no small measure, to a reduction
in rortality and morbidity. The quality of the housing stock in Barbados measured in
terms of the number of dwelling units with water-supply and water-borne systems has
improved considerably during the last decade. Every dwelling unit in Barbados is within
easy access to piped water but by the end of 1982, aproximately 90.8 per cent of
these units had water piped to the units when compared with approximately 67.5 per
cent in 1975.

Mr. President, Barbados immediately after the abolition of slavery entered into a history
of plantation life where workers on the sugar estates were allowed to live on the.lands
of the plantations with the understanding that they provided labour for the estates.
Even with the subsequent disintegration of plantation life, tenants remain living on
plantation lands at the discretion of the plantation owners.

Evidently, Mr. President, the tenants were reluctant to improve their houses while
uncertainties existed with regard to the tenancy.
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The present Government of Barbados recognizes the fact that the health of our
citizens is directly linked with the quality of our housing, We have therefore amended
the Constitution of Barbados to give the plantation workers and their descendants who
are not necessarily plantation workers a right to purchase the lands which they have
been occupying for generations and at a token price fixed by the Government.

As a result on this social change, many tenants set about to upgrade their houses.

Mr. President, | must express gratitude and sincere appreciation to the USAID for
assisting the Government and people of Barbados in this Programme of House
Improvement for the tenants.

With respect to education, my Government, Mr. President, is cognizant of the fact that
an educated and informed public will promote good healthy habits and is likely to
accept change more readily. Education, has therefore continued to be recognized as a
priority sector since my Government sees it as a vehicle for self-realization, sodial
progress and economic development. The Government has therefore raised the age of
compulsory education from 14 years to 16 years.

On the question of population control, Mr. President, my Government has accepted
the view that a population policy is an integral component of the social and economic
development of any country. Therefore recently, my Government has given the “green
light”” for the establishment of a National Population Task Force which will be
responsible for documenting and implementing a population policy for Barbados. | am
happy to say that my Ministry, the Ministry of Health, has been mandated to effect
the task of the population policy of Barbados.

Mr. President, inspite of the fact that no explicit Population Policy has been documented
yet for my country,various successive Governments, over the last thirty (30} vyears,
have recognized the importance of a family policy and have therefore encouraged and
supported the family planning measures that were implemented in Barbados in 195b
by a voluntary organization, the Barbados Family Planning Association,

The Barbados Family Planning Association, Mr. President, not only has the financial
support of the Government, but it is also supported ably by the International Planned
Parenthood Federation without whose support the implementation of family planning
services in my country, could not have been fully realized. My Government expresses
deep appreciation to the International Planned Parenthood Federation for their
continued support in family planning activities in my country.

In addition to the family planning services rendered by the Barbados Family Planning
Association, my Government has over the last five years adopted a more direct
approach to the delivery of family planning services. The Government, with interna-
tional assistance from United Nations Fund for Population Activities and United States.
Agency for International Development has shifted towards a Family Life Development
Programme which includes family planning and family life education.

Mr. President, my Government's direct involvement now in family planning activities,
has contributed to the Barbados Family Planning Association becoming more involved
in family planning activities directed towards the males in my society.

The availability, acceptance and utilization of family planning services in Barbados,
have contributed to the improvement of the health status of the mother and child
and overall to the improvement of the death status and development of the
country. Maternal, infant, and children deaths have continued to decrease.
Whereas the number of maternal deaths in 1972 was 7, | am happy to report
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that no maternal deaths were recorded in 1982. Also, the death rate of children
declined to 0.6 per 1000 children in 1-4 age group population in 1982, as compared
to 1.3 in 1974. Likewise, the infant mortality rate has decreased from 34.0 per 1000
live births in 1974 to compared to 17.6 in 1982.

Mr. President, the wide variety of contraceptive methods in Barbados has enahled
Barbadian women in the child bearing age group to control their own fertility and to
prevent unwanted pregnancies.

Besides the improvement of the health status of the women, my Government has since
1976 implemented various policy decisions to further improve socic-economic position
of women. A Bureau of Women Affairs has been established to monitor the social and
econcmic affairs of women, Moreover, several legislative measures have been imple-
mented by my Government to improve the total welfare of all women.

Mr. President, under our Comprehensive National tnsurance Scheme, women in Barbados
now enjoy twelve {12) weeks Maternity Leave with pay at a rate of 60 per cent of their
national insurable earnings. Furthermore, my Government pursues a policy of non-
discrimination against the female sex and provides equal pay for equal work.

Mr. President, Recomendation 43 which is presently before this Conference states
that International Migration policies should respect the basic human rights and
fundamental freedoms of individuals as set out in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cuitural Rights, the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and other pertinent international
instruments. In keeping with these various declarations on human rights, my Government
has amended our inmigration laws to ensure the rights of foreign husbans of Barbadian
women to live and work in Barbados without hindrance. We also recognize the fact
that there were some 7000 citizens from other regional Caribbean countries that
were living illegaly in Barbados. An Amnesty was declared in 1978 and those migrants
now formed part of the community and are enjoying all the rights and privileges of
citizenship.

The demographic changes which | have outlined to you, Mr. President, will require
continued action in the formulation and implementation of goals, objectives and
programmes to meet these changes in a positive way, particularly the long-term care
and needs of the growing elderly population: my government therefore, Mr. President,
will require continued technical assistance to help it achieve the goals and objectives
formulated to meet those changes.

In this context my delegation supports and endorses the plea made here at this
Conference for increases in the funds for population assistance through international
SOUrces.

We wish to see the United Nations Fund for Population Activities fully strenghthened
to effectively carry out its mandate as the leading internationai agency in this field.

| thank you Mr. President.
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BOLIVIA

DISCURSO PRONUNCIADO POR S. E. EL LICENCIADO RENE FERNANDEZ-
ARAQOZ, VICE-MINISTRO DE COORDINACION DEL MINISTERIO DE
PLANEAMIENTO DE LA REPUBLICA DE BOLIVIA, EN LA
CONFERENCIA INTERNACIONAL DE POBLACION,

CELEBRADA EN LA CIUDAD DE MEXICO.

Seitor Presidente, la feliz ocasidn de estar en su pais, me permite transmitir a nombre
de mi Gobierno, de mi pueblo y de los miembros de la delegacién que presido, nuestras
mas sinceras felicitaciones a su persona por la eleccidon que los delegados han hecho
para que usted, presida las deliberaciones de esta importante Conferencia.

Mexico es para los bolivianos la sintesis latinoamericana. Aqui en esta milenaria
ciudad nos sentimos igual que en nuestra patria; y la hospitalidad del pueblo se
demuestra a cada momento. Estoy seguro que el resto de los delegados v participantes
también lo sienten asf. ‘

Para algunos de nosotros en especial, ademas de la alegria de reenconirar amigos muy
queridos, viene a la memoria como México nos abrid los brazos cuando el terror, la
inconsciencia y el crimen se apoderaron de nuestro paisy el exilio ingrato se transformé
en una experiencia hermosa, porgue el pueblo mexicano siempre nos traté como a sus
hermanos. Esto no se puede olvidar jamds y tenemos la obligacién de decirlo agqui ante
la atencidon de todo el mundo. Gracias México.

Hace diez afios, en la Conferencia de Bucarest, los gobiernos de todo el mundo apro-
baron el Plan de Accion Mundial sobre Poblacién, Hoy estamos reunidos para evaluar
esta fecunda experiencia cuya importancia se determind en aguella ocasion. El Fondo
de las Naciones Unidas para las Actividades sobre Poblacidn cumpliendo lo determinado
por la Resolucidn 1981/87 (adoptada el 26 de noviembre de 1981}, por el Consejo
Econémico y Social, ha convocado a esta Conferencia que nos retne en Ciudad de
México.

Agradecemos a la Organizacion de Jas Naciones Unidas; al UNFPA v a las instituciones
que han hecho posible la presencia de la delegacién de mi pais.

En la Region Latincamericana encontramos una serie de problemas o barreras de
distinta complejidad, que estan condicionando las formas, ios niveles y enfoques de
planteamientc de la tematica de poblacion-desarrollo.

Algunos de los problemas mas evidentes son: nuesiras estructuras socio-econdmicas y
polriticas; el cambio parcial o total que necesitan; el estado de las ciencias sociales que
ccbijan el tema poblacional; la dispersion de esfuerzos entre cientificos, académicos,
técnicos y politicos que tienen relacién con esta area; la falta de legitimidad del tema.
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La primera y principal barrera que salta a la vista en casi todos los paises de la region
y de manera especial en mi pais Bolivia, es la existencia de grandes diferencias sociales
En terminos muy simples, se trata de gue en la actualidad unos pocos tienen demasiados
ingresos, bienes, poder y muchos no tienen siquiera cubiertas sus necesidades basicas de
existencia. En el futuro estas diferencias no tienen perspectiva de solucionarse; mas adn
ellas tenderan a agravarse, si no se acometen profundas transformaciones sociales.

Se trata de un problema de cardcter estructural condicionado por un estilo de desarrollo
concentrado y excluyente que amplia, acelera y profundiza tanto la heterogeneidad
estructural existente, como un proceso cada vez mas agudo de diferenciacion social.

Este estilo peculiar de desarrollo ha sido impuesto en el pais desde afuera y responde
a condicionantes de dominacion. Ese no es el tema de esta Conferencia, pero vale la
pena anotar gque poblacidn y desarrollo son partes de un mismo problema. Por lo
menos asi lo hemos definido conjuntamente hace diez afios en Bucarest.

Por otra parte mi pais, hoy en dia, confronta ademas una Crisis del Estado, que afecta
diariamente a su propia capacidad administradora. El estilo de desarrollo ha concluido
en una crisis que abarca la casi totalidad de la vida nacional. Las instituciones, los
poderes, la opinién pdblica, los valores éticos y morales. Casi todo ha entrado en
conflicto al agudizarse en forma increible la crisis econdmica, social y politica.

Y luego estd el endeudamiento externo. Endeudamiento referido a la necesidad de
financiar el desarrollo. Bolivia hoy vive una de las etapas mas criticas de su historia vy,
pese a la tremenda situacién que es desventajosa en sumo grado; no podemos, no
debemaos caer en la facil tentacion de dejar de mirar hacia adelante, pero con realismo.
En esta situacidon de estrangulamiento externo, caida de la produccién de mas de un
25 por ciento en los pasados tres afos, y profunda crisis estructural, Bolivia debe
mirar su problema de pobiacién con inteligencia y con esperanza, ya que es una de las
pocas ¢cosas que adn tenemos como solucién

En relacién a este complejo problema, se plantean distintas alternativas de solucion
que van desde las reformas, los cambios parciates, hasta las transformaciones totales.
Es en este marco donde creemos gue se ubican los planes de desarrollo, las politicas de
diferente orden y las politicas poblacionales en forma especific