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INTRODUCTION

Opening Remarks from Dr. Len Ishmael -  Advisory Committee Chair

Dr. Ishm ael w e lcom ed  the other A d v iso ry  Com m ittee m em bers to the m eeting, apo logised  on  

b e h a lf o f  those Com m ittee m em bers (M s . Christine T o pp in -A llah a r and Dr. M iche lle  M y c o o )  

w h o  w ere  unable to attend. She reported that both these Com m ittee m em bers had met w ith  her 

prior to the m eeting o f  30 June 2000, at w h ich  time they rev iew ed  the website.

Dr. Ishm ael stated that the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee should continue to w o rk  on C aribbean  Planners 

N etw o rk  (C P N ) ,  ensuring that it b lossom s and remains dynam ic.

D r. Ishm ael noted that in the m edium  to long-term , it w o u ld  be appropriate to address the issue o f  

the physical location o f  the network. A t  the last p lanners’ m eeting, the U niversity  o f  the W e s t  

Indies w as  proposed  as an option. D r. Ishm ael em phasised that because o f  the nature (an  

electronic entity) and newness o f  the network, it could  be housed at som eone's o ffice. She 

stressed the im portance o f  continuity, and raised the issues o f  cost / funding and obtaining other 

resources necessary to sustain the network.

A t  the m eeting w ith  M s. T o pp in -A llah a r and Dr. M ycoo , D r. Ishm ael had been  invited to m ake a  

presentation on C P N  and the preparatory w o rk  o f  the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee, to a  professional 

association o f  planners from  Trin idad  and T obago . She reported that planners from  Trin idad  and 

T o bago  w ere generally  in support o f  C P N .

H o w ever, a  fe w  concerns w ere expressed, particularly about ow nersh ip  o f  the network. D uring  

the course o f  her presentation, one o f  the T & T  planners raised the issue o f  w hat w o u ld  be the fate 

o f  C P N  should E C L A C  abandon the project. In response, D r. Ishm ael gave  assurances o f  

E C L A C ’ s professionalism  and com m itm ent to region, stating that regardless o f  her presence, the 

w o rk  already begun  w o u ld  continue.

A nother issue raised b y  the T & T  planners concerned engendering enthusiasm am ong regional 

planners to ensure the sustainability and continuity o f  C P N . Reference w as  m ade to the 

dynam ism  o f  regional planners during the presence o f  U N C H S  in the region, and w hen  that 

particular agency w as  no longer resident in the Caribbean , a  trem endous vo id  remained.

Dr. Ishm ael had also indicated to the T & T  planners that in the interim, the Secretariat fo r the 

A d v iso ry  Com m ittee o f  the C aribbean  Planners N e tw o rk  w o u ld  be at E C L A C ,  provid ing  

secretarial services fo r  the Com m ittee until these w ere  determ ined elsewhere. The role o f  the 

Com m ittee w o u ld  be to provide guidance to the C aribbean  Planners N etw ork . She also pointed to 

the fact that the N e tw o rk  w o u ld  need to beg in  obtaining additional funds fo r  its activities over  

time, and that these sources should be diversified.

D r. Ishm ael also rem inded those present that both M s. M y c o o  and M s. T o pp in -A llah a r spoke o f  

the need fo r planners to contribute actively to the network, shaping w hat it looks like, by  

submitting m aterial (e .g . articles, papers, documents, etc.). In terms o f  co-ordinating this activity, 

Dr. Ishm ael again  reiterated the role o f  the Secretariat in this regard.
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General Discussion following Dr. Ishmael’s Remarks

M r. Jones and M r. N u rse  raised the issue o f  persuading regional p lanning bodies to becom e  

in vo lved  in C P N , and getting them  to contribute material to the website. H o w ever, the point w as  

em phasised that C P N  is essentially a netw ork o f  individual planners, and as such, the 

endorsem ent and/or participation o f  p lanning societies m ay not be necessary.

D r. Ishm ael stated that in order to encourage regional participation in the site and receive  

endorsem ent from  professional societies, the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee m ust com e up w ith  an 

appropriate m arketing strategy, to ensure that regional planners buy -in  to the idea o f  the N etw ork .

D r. Ishm ael also in form ed Com m ittee m em bers that at the m eeting w ith  the T & T  planners, the 

question w as  raised as to w hether regional governm ents should becom e invo lved  in the C P N  

project. In her response, she stated that the N e tw o rk  w as  created specifically  fo r planning  

professionals in the region  as a tool to bring them closer together, regardless o f  their status 

(pu b lic  officers o r private practitioners), and regardless o f  their affiliation  w ith  a professional 

planners society at the national level.

She also em phasised that planners should be ab le to go  the w ebsite and get in form ation on the 

activities o f  their peers and counterparts in other countries in the region.

M r. N u rse  pointed to the fact that a special public  relations initiative to the Society  o f  Planners 

from  B arbados and Jamaica m ust be executed to sell the idea o f  C P N  as a forum  fo r C aribbean  

planners, and encourage their participation in the project. H e  argued that the planners them selves 

could  / should be vehicles b y  w h ich  the N e tw o rk  is prom oted, and that the m ost dynam ic planners 

in regional societies could  be co-opted to be part o f  the P R  drive. H e  suggested the com pilation  

o f  a  com prehensive list o f  p lanning professionals in the region.
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PRESENTATION OF WEBSITE... WWW.CPN.NET

M s. Jessie -M ay Ventour, Research Assistant, presented the w ebsite to the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee, 

w ith  the assistance o f  M r. D a le  A lexander, Com puter Inform ation System s Assistant.

M s. V en tou r began  b y  explain ing that this presentation o f  the w ebsite contained very  basic  

in form ation and that m ore input w as  required b y  the planners them selves in order to enhance it 

further, in that regard.

D r. Ishm ael indicated to those present that the Com m ittee needed to decide upon  a  possib le  logo  

fo r the N etw ork , and a  design  fo r  the hom epage. She noted that during her m eeting w ith  

Com m ittee m em bers D r. M y c o o  and M s. T opp in -A llahar, one suggestion w as  using a  m ap o f  the 

region to form  the backdrop fo r the first page, w ith a  graph ic resem bling a  net o r a  sp ider-w eb  to 

represent the idea o f  a  network.

M r. A le xan d e r suggested that the Com m ittee m ight need to consider hiring a  graph ic artist to help  

design  a  logo  fo r C P N  to be used on the website.

W ith  regard  to the target user-group  o f  the website, D r. Ishm ael stated that in addition to planning  

professionals in the region, academ ics, architects, p lanning students and environm ental 

organisations affiliated  w ith  planners, m ight be interested in utilising the resources at the website. 

She added further that targeting other planners on the international scene m ight be useful.

M s. V en tou r proceeded to lead the Com m ittee m em bers through various elements o f  the website, 

both on-screen and v ia  a  ‘h ard -copy ’ printed version  o f  the w ebsite pages.

W E B S I T E  P A G E S I N F O R M A T I O N  E L E M E N T S C O M M I T T E E  C O M M E N T S

O pen ing Page L in k  to the H om e Page. N o t  serious enough

H om e page L inks to the other m ain areas o f  

the website: Resources, 

Discussions, M eetings, Contents, 

Search, and Feedback.

B ackground  in form ation on h o w  

C P N  cam e to be created, w ith  a  

hyperlink to a  listing o f  the 

participants o f  the first m eeting in 

D ecem ber 1999.

A  M iss ion  Statement (w h ich  

needs to be changed / refined by  

the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee) fo r  

C P N .

“A b o u t U s ” explains that C P N  is 

an electronic bo dy  m anaged  b y  an 

A d v iso ry  Com m ittee, w hose  

m em bership is detailed. The site 

is hosted b y  E C L A C  supervising  

the C aribbean  Planners N etw ork .

T o o  serious / unexciting w ith  

too m uch text. M ore  graphics  

should be used to increase its 

appeal.

Reduce the am ount o f  text user 

has to go  through b y  breaking  

up the different elements 

(A b o u t  U s , M iss ion  Statement, 
Introduction, etc.) into separate 

pages, using hyperlinks to m ove  

betw een  the elements.

Reorgan ise the w a y  inform ation  

is set out on the page by  using  

colum ns and m enu bars on  

either side o f  the m ain text.
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W E B S I T E  P A G E S I N F O R M A T I O N  E L E M E N T S C O M M I T T E E  C O M M E N T S

T ab le  o f  Contents L ists and provides links to all the 

sections and pages in the website.

T he Com m ittee w ill  decide on  

the order o f  the different pages  

in the website.

Resources Provides links to the different 

sections in this area o f  the 

w ebsite, nam ely  L ib rary , L e ga l 

D igests, Contacts, and O ther 

Resources.

A ls o  has hyperlinks to other 

sections o f  the w ebsite, nam ely  

Discussions, M eetings, H om e, 
Feedback, Contents, and Search.

1. L ib ra ry Th is page is still under 

construction. H o w ever, it w ill  

provide links to the newsletter, 

general docum ents (fu l l  text) fo r  

perusal, and listings and / or 

abstracts o f  docum ents w ith  

high ly  sensitive material.

A l l  material to be posted at this 

section o f  the website w ill  

com prise contributions from  

planners (w hether A d v iso ry  

Com m ittee or general user).
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W E B S I T E  P A G E S I N F O R M A T I O N  E L E M E N T S C O M M I T T E E  C O M M E N T S

2. L ega l D igests U se rs  receive an introduction  

exp la in ing w h y  this section w as  

created, contact in form ation fo r  

the L ega l A d v iso r  w h o  provided  

the digests, and an invitation to 

subm it their o w n  cases fo r digest 

and addition to the database, o r to 

query the material in this section.

Page  contains links to digests o f  

all cases posted to the site, nam ely  

cases affected b y  p lanning law . 

Cases are organised alphabetically  

in tw o  pages: A - M  and N -Z .  O n  

each page, the letters o f  the 

alphabet are listed, w ith  

hyperlinks on each letter, w hich  

takes the user directly to a  specific  

case, o r the general area where the 

case m ay be found (depending on  

the num ber o f  entries).

A  search function should also  

be added to the m ain page, 

using either case titles e.g. 

Ebanks, A ttorney General, etc.; 

or keyw ords e.g. breach, St. 

Lucia , enforcem ent, etc.

[This would require a search 
and database application, with 
each case /  record as a separate 
entry. However, searches will 
be slower. The basic search 
function would be much better 
until the need arises for a 
database to be created.]
C lassify  cases according to 

themes and sub-themes.

[The pages would be more 
difficult to manage with a 
database arranged according to 
words or type, or reflecting sub
themes. However, this could be 
implemented at a later date, as 
more cases are added to the 
site.]
Include additional legal 

inform ation, such as acquisition  

cases; jud ic ia l rev iew s o f  

physical developm ent plans 

with comments, a long w ith  the 

actual docum entation; regional 

land law  / legislation (either fu ll 

text o r a  listing o f  titles)
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W E B S I T E  P A G E S I N F O R M A T I O N  E L E M E N T S C O M M I T T E E  C O M M E N T S

3. Contacts This page invites the user to 

utilise the resources on the site, 

and invites them to becom e a  

‘m em ber’ o f  C P N  b y  filling  out a  

m em bership form .

The listing o f  contacts at this 

section o f  the site is d iv ided  into 

fou r categories: Agenc ies , 
Societies, Governm ent, and  

Professionals, w ith  hyperlinks  

taking the user to separate pages  

under these headings. Fo r  

exam ple:

1. The Professionals page  

provides contact inform ation  

fo r the participants at the first 

planners m eeting in D ecem ber  

1999.

2. The A gen c ies  page is still 

under construction, but w ill  
provide contact inform ation  

fo r all agencies operating in 

the region, w h ich  deal w ith  

planning issues.

3. The Societies page is still 

under construction, but w ill  

provide contact inform ation  

fo r all societies and  

associations o f  professionals  

operating in the p lanning  

discipline (apart from  

planners).

4. The Governm ent page is still 

under construction, but w ill  

provide contact inform ation  

fo r all public  sector planning  

departments / m inistries in 

every  country o f  the region.

The A d v iso ry  Com m ittee w ill  

decide on the type o f  

in form ation to include in this 

section o f  the website.

1. L inks to other 

resources

This page contains links to a  fe w  

planning resources on the Internet 

(found  using a  H O T B O T  search 

w ith  keyw ords ‘ land use and  

developm ent p lan n ing ’ ).

A ls o  includes links to the U N C H S  

site, R T P I, H abitat A gen d a , etc.

M ore  links should be added. 

Links m ust be easily accessed.

8



Minutes o f  the M eeting o f  the CPN Advisory Committee - 30 June 2000

W E B S I T E  P A G E S I N F O R M A T I O N  E L E M E N T S C O M M I T T E E  C O M M E N T S

D iscussion  Forum s Contains hyperlinks to the pages  

created fo r both public  and private 

discussion groups.

T he m ain page w elcom es users 

and invites them to either register 

as a n ew  m em ber, o r sign should  

they have already registered.

The O pen  Forum  w as created fo r  

general users, and contains 

hyperlinks to specific discussion  

areas e.g. Current Planning  

Environm ent.

The Private Forum  w as  created 

fo r m em bers o f  the A d v iso ry  

Com m ittee and regional M inisters  

o f  Planning. U se rs  are invited to 

sign their ‘usernam e’ , ‘p assw o rd ’ 

and ‘em ail address’ fo r  

verification, in order to enter these 

discussion areas.

M ore  w o rk  needs to be carried  

out to ensure security issues are 

not com prom ised.

M em bers  o f  the A d v iso ry  

Com m ittee should use these to 

share their fee lings about the 

website, i.e. its configuration, 

look, ‘fe e l’ , user-friendliness, 
etc.

M eetings This page is still under 

construction. H o w ever, it w ill  

provide links to pages created fo r  

the fo llow in g :

1. T im etab le ... o f  past and  

upcom ing m eetings (rea l and  

on line) o f  ‘m em bers’ o f  C P N ;

2. P u b lic a t io n s . all documents 

concerning m eetings o f  C P N ,  

including m eeting reports and  

minutes.

Feedback A  form  that invites the user to 

subm it their com m ents on the 

website, its content and resources.

The user m ust include contact 

in form ation to facilitate further 

fo llo w -u p  on com m ents or  

queries.

Search A  general search function that 

a llow s the user to search the entire 

site fo r  all pages relating to a  

specific k eyw ord  query.
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Discussion following presentation of website

Guidelines for the submission of material to the website 
The m ain gu idelines fo r the subm ission o f  docum ents to the w ebsite are as fo llow s:

1. Docum ents sent electronically m ust have both an abstract and specified key w ords. Fo r  

consultants’ reports, an abstract and contact in form ation fo r  the consultant m ust be included. 

Authors m ust denote the status o f  their documents, w hether confidential, restricted o r general. 

Confidential docum ents w ill  have their titles listed only, a long w ith  contact in form ation fo r  

the author.

2. A m o n g  docum ent resources to be posted at the site is a  list o f  publications / documents 

relating to developm ent p lanning gu idelines, legislation, etc., w h ich  can be accessed in other 

jurisdictions o r from  other sites.

H o w ever, the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee and the L ibrarian  are to decide on the fo llo w in g  additional 

guidelines:

1. The length and size o f  docum ents to facilitate easy up loading to the site.

2. L ibrarian  to specify  categories o f  docum ents to go  online, as w e ll as draft specific guidelines  

fo r the posting o f  docum ents at the site. These gu idelines are to be vetted b y  the A d v iso ry  

Committee.

3. L e ga l A d v iso r  to identify copyright issues w h ich  m ay im pact upon posting o f  docum ents at 

the websites.

Main Changes and Recommendations
Com m ittee m em bers requested that the font typeface used in the w ebsite to T im es N e w  Rom an, 

to g ive  it a  m ore serious-look ing appearance. In  addition, it w as  felt that the entire look  o f  the 

site needed to be reconfigured, and that the w a y  in form ation is set out on the page should be  

reorganise b y  using a  fram es form at and /or colum ns and m enu bars on either side o f  the m ain  

text.

Include links and create pages to take the user to in form ation o r discussions on the different types 

o f  planning, fo r exam ple, environm ental p lanning, land use p lanning, urban planning, etc.

A d v iso ry  Com m ittee m em bers suggested that the fo llo w in g  in form ation be included in the L ega l 

D igests section o f  the w eb s ite ...

•  A cqu isition  cases

• R eg iona l P lanning Legislation  e.g. the O E C S  M o d e l

• R eg iona l Environm ental Legislation  e.g. the B arbados M od e l. This m ight be sourced  

from  the L a w  L ib ra ry  at the C ave  H ill Cam pus o f  the U niversity  o f  the W e s t  Indies 

(U W I ) .

Com m ittee m em bers also suggested that in form ation be posted at the w ebsite, h ighlighting  

further educational opportunities in the p lanning profession. This w o u ld  include in form ation on  

courses o f  study at U W I ,  targeting young p lanning professionals, as w e ll as opportunities fo r  

internships and p lanning fe llow sh ips.
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Action Items for follow-up

1. Com m ittee m em bers L ione l N u rse  and Christine T opp in -A llah a r (? ), are to contact 

relevant authorities at the L a w  L ib ra ry  o f  the C ave  H ill Cam pus o f  U W I ,  to obtain  

perm ission to use som e o f  their resources at the p lanners’ website.

2. Com m ittee m em bers are to rev iew  all material prepared fo r  the website thus far, 

m aking their inputs, com m ents and changes, to be submitted to the Secretariat.

3. Com m ittee m em bers are to subm it any additional docum ents, graphics, and photos to 

the Secretariat, fo r  addition to the w ebsite fo r its further enhancement.

4. The Secretariat is to com plete reconfiguration o f  the site b y  end-July 2000, fo r testing 

b y  the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee. The website is to be launched b y  end-Septem ber 2000, 

and m ade availab le to all planners in the region.
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CPN ONLINE NEWSLETTER

E d ito r-in -C h ie f o f  the newsletter, M r. Ivo r Jackson, presented a report to the Com m ittee, on  

progress m ade w ith  this project.

M r. Jackson began  b y  apo logising fo r not having m ade m uch progress on the newsletter project, 

indicating that the difficulties o f  his w ork ing  schedule had prevented him  from  doing so.

H o w ever, he reported that he had developed  several ideas and concepts w h ich  could  be  

incorporated into the newsletter, and fo r w h ich  he wanted the opinion and agreem ent o f  the other 

Com m ittee m em bers. These are sum m arised as f o l l o w s .

Concept and Approach

M r. Jackson noted that at the ad hoc m eeting o f  planners in January 2000, participants identified  

tw o  approaches fo r  som e m edium  to g ive  expression to the concerns o f  p lanning w ith in  the 

region, nam ely:

1. A  jou rna l prim arily  to serve the p lanning and/or intellectual com m unity;
2. A  newsletter, serving a w id e r readership.

H e  recom m ended that the Com m ittee consider a newsletter that fu lfils  both requirements.

M r. Jackson felt strongly that a newsletter, in w h ich  every  issue is developed  around a critical 

theme, could  ho ld  the interest o f  planners, the w id e r professional com m unity, educators, 

politicians, governm ent administrators and other publics. Them es w o u ld  be selected on the basis  

o f  relevance to the p lanning profession  and in consideration o f  expressed criteria, e.g.:

•  Inherent to the theme are issues o f  regional im portance, sign ificance o r concern; that is, it 

should be able to d raw  and maintain the interest o f  a w id e  range o f  stakeholders and  

interest groups across the region;

• Issues should lend them selves readily  to analysis and debate in w h ich  various publics  

w o u ld  fee l free to participate;

•  Solutions to issues presented and discussed should have the potential to d raw  on the 

resources and involvem ent o f  decision m akers, p lanning practitioners, educators, legal 

analysts, students, the business com m unity and com m unity organizations;

• Them e articles should be analytical, and seek to address issues requiring policy  and 

administrative interventions, and to create desired change. T hey  should not be equivalent 

to published  papers, i.e. should not be academ ic.

M r. Jackson suggested that fo r the first issue, a  possible theme could  be Urbanization. U rban  

trends w o u ld  provide a rich source o f  issues, problem s, innovations, opportunities and constraints 

to start. A m o n g  the m any urbanisation-related issues fac ing the region are:

•  Institutional: technical and administrative capacity to plan, design, engineer the grow th  o f  

urban settlements;

•  The role o f  the D eve lopm ent Corporation in urban planning, e.g. the U rban  Com m ittee in 

B arbados, the U rban  D eve lopm ent Corporation in St. Lucia ;

•  Political administration fo r  urban areas;
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• Research and G IS  capabilities fo r dealing w ith  rapid urbanization, i.e. w hat additional

data is required to assist planners in dealing w ith  these problem s;

• P rovision  and use o f  public , com m on, open and green spaces in urban areas;

•  E ffects o f  cruise tourism ;

• E ffects and impacts o f  cruise tourism  and em erging resort towns;

• U rban  sanitation and environm ental issues;

•  T ra ffic  congestion and infrastructure developm ent.

M r. Jackson suggested the fo llo w in g  themes fo r future editions o f  the newsletter:

•  Settlements -  (L o o k in g  fo rw ard  to H abitat 5)

•  E m ergency and D isaster Preparedness Strategies

• Tourism  Planning (Attractions and Product D eve lopm ent)

•  P lanning fo r N ation a l Parks

• W a te r  production and distribution

• A ccess  to coastal resources

• Tourism  and land ow nersh ip  issues

Newsletter Contents

• Editorial ( introduction of theme and brief overview of issues)

•  Letters to Editor ( including letters in response to theme articles of previous issue)

•  Them e Artic les (a selection of articles addressing issues related to theme)

•  R egu la r Features

1. T ech no logy  (computer hard and soft ware; environmental products; construction 
technologies)

2. Planners in Practice (sharing lessons of experience and stories of interest)
3. Environm ental W a tch  (keeping track of environmental issues relevant to planning)

4. Education and Train ing ( tracking education and training opportunities for Caribbean 
planners, regional and non regional)

5. Calendar o f  events

Guidelines for Theme-based Articles

1. Concise and clearly  written

2. D iscussion  o f  perceived  problem s facing the region

3. A n a ly sis  and evaluation o f  the real issues

4. Constraints and opportunities tow ards solutions, e.g.

•  Socio-cu ltural

•  Econom ic

• Financial and budgetary

• D ata  and in form ation m anagem ent

• Other

5. Suggested actions and recom m endations fo r  reso lv ing issues

13
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6. Identification o f  the responsibilities o f  the actors required to take action to resolve  

issues, nam ely  Planners, D ec is ion  m akers and policy  m akers, and D eve lopers
7. M ax im u m  num ber o f  w ord s is 1,000 or 3-5 pages o f  text

Action Items for Follow-up

1. The newsletter, as w e ll as the C P N  w ebsite, is to be launched on W o r ld  H abitat D ay  

in O ctober 2000. The theme o f  the first edition o f  the newsletter is “ Settlements” , to 

reflect the upcom ing W o r ld  H abitat D a y  and the H abitat V  process.

2. Com m ittee m em bers L ione l N u rse  and A lla n  Jones are to identify the issues to be  

addressed in this theme. The fo llo w in g  ideas fo r  articles have been  submitted fo r the 

first edition o f  the newsletter:

•  the in form al sector and squatter settlements (D r. Ishm ael);

•  disaster m itigation in settlements, w ith  regard to site selection, infra-structure 

design  and other location issues (L io n e l N u rse );

•  governance and security o f  tenure in relation to an adm inistration’ s capability  to 

upgrade settlements (A lla n  Jones);

•  Trin idad &  T o b a g o ’s im plem entation o f  and preparation fo r the H abitat V  

process;

•  in form ation technology fo r analysis o f  settlements, i.e. E C L A C ’s R E D A T A M  

dem ographics software (E C L A C ) .

3. The fo llo w in g  ideas fo r articles have been  submitted fo r  future editions o f  the 

newsletter:

•  a  rev iew  o f  E C L A C ’s regional training w orkshop  in m acro-econom ic  

assessments o f  disasters in C aribbean  countries, w ith  a focus on the im pact on  

social aspects and livelihoods (E C L A C ) ;

•  insurance coverage o f  general housing and settlements in the C aribbean  

(E C L A C ) .

4. Com m ittee m em ber, Ivo r Jackson, is to draft a letter to regional planners, introducing  

the C P N  newsletter (and  him self, as its Editor-in -ch ief). This letter is to be  

dispatched b y  the Secretariat.

5. This introductory letter w ill  invite planners to subm it material fo r inclusion in the 

newsletter, based  on the respective themes identified fo r  exploration. It w ill  also  

invite regional planners to subm it in form ation on their respective country activities 

concerning H abitat V ,  w hether as articles o r in fo -bits fo r a  calendar o f  events.

6. Com m ittee m em ber, A lla n  Jones, and m em bers o f  his sta ff (at the B arbados M in istry  

o f  H ousing  &  Settlement) are to prepare material fo r  subm ission to the newsletter, 

concerning B a rbad o s ’ activities fo r  H abitat V .
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“THE WAY FORWARD” FOR THE CPN WEBSITE

1. The Secretariat is to prepare a  Press Release in form ing o f  the launch o f  the C P N  

w ebsite and newsletter in O ctober 2000, w h ich  w ill  be dispatched b y  A d v iso ry  

Com m ittee m em bers in their respective jurisdictions.

2. Com m ittee m em ber, L ione l N urse , (fo rm erly  an H onorary  M em b er and n o w  the 

Com m ittee’s Pub lic  Relations O ffice r ), is to draft a  letter to regional planners, 

introducing them to the electronic planners netw ork -  C P N . This letter is to be  

dispatched b y  the Secretariat. Its content w ill  be as fo llow s:

• The im portance o f  and rationale fo r  creating the forum  fo r regional planners, 

nam ely  the m arginalisation o f  the p lanning process and profession  in some 

Caribbean  jurisdictions. It m ust also em phasise the fact that this e-netw ork is 

designed fo r individual p lanning professionals in the region, and not necessarily  

planning societies, and that it does not seek to replace regional p lanning societies 

and associations.

• A n  overv iew  as to h o w  the network w as  conceptualised (i.e. the initial m eeting in 

D ecem ber 1999 at E C L A C / C D C C  headquarters; the form ation o f  an A d v iso ry  

Com m ittee in January 2000; E C L A C ’s continued support and assistance fo r the 

entity until such time as w hen  regional planners take up the m antle). It w o u ld  

also be em phasised that although E C L A C  Director, D r. L en  Ishm ael is currently  

the C hair o f  the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee and the key contact person fo r C P N , she is 

holding this portfolio  because she is a  planner b y  profession, and not because she 

is the D irector o f  the host agency.

• The upcom ing launch o f  the w ebsite and its newsletter on W o r ld  H abitat D a y  in 

O ctober 2000, as w e ll as an overa ll invitation to planners to enhance the 

dynam ism  o f  the w ebsite, b y  rev iew ing  its content and configuration  betw een  

A u gu st and m id -Septem ber 2000. This w o u ld  ensure that their com m ents and  

recom m endations are factored in, before  the launch on W o r ld  H abitat D a y  in 

O ctober 2000.

• A  special invitation to w rite articles fo r  the newsletter, as w e ll as subm it any  

papers and/or research (fo r  the Online Docum ents section) w h ich  they w o u ld  like 

to share w ith  other professionals in the region.

• A  rem inder to planners concerning the preparation o f  national position papers on  

the im plem entation o f  the H abitat V  process in their respective jurisdictions.

3. A  fo llo w -u p  m eeting fo r the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee w ill  be held  betw een  O ctober and  

N o v e m b e r 2000 (date to be fixed ). F o llo w in g  the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee’s m eeting, a  

general m eeting o f  regional planners (possib ly  all the participants from  the first 

m eeting in D ecem ber 1999) is also scheduled to take place during this time period. 

This m eeting is expected to focus on settlement issues in the region, w ith  a  v ie w  to 

getting a  consensus paper fo r  the Istanbul+5 M eeting. D r. Ishm ael w ill  attempt to 

source financial support fo r  this m eeting from  E C L A C  Santiago, as w e ll as from  the 

C aribbean  D eve lopm ent B ank  (C D B )  and the U n ited  N ation s Conference on H ousing  

&  Settlements (U N C H S ).
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ANNEX 1:

Ac t i o n  It e m s  f o r  Fo l l o w -up 

Pr e s e n t a t i o n  o f  We b s i t e

1. Com m ittee m em bers L ione l N u rse  and Christine T opp in -A llahar, are to contact relevant 

authorities at the L a w  L ib ra ry  o f  the C ave  H ill Cam pus o f  U W I ,  to obtain perm ission to use 

som e o f  their resources at the p lanners’ website.

2. Com m ittee m em bers are to rev iew  all material prepared fo r  the w ebsite thus far, m aking their 

inputs, com m ents and changes, to be submitted to the Secretariat.

3. Com m ittee m em bers are to subm it any additional documents, graphics, and photos to the 

Secretariat, fo r addition to the w ebsite fo r  its further enhancement.

4. The Secretariat is to com plete reconfiguration o f  the site by  end-July 2000, fo r testing b y  the 

A d v iso ry  Com m ittee. The w ebsite is to be launched b y  end-Septem ber 2000, and m ade  

availab le to all planners in the region.

CPN On l in e  Ne w s l e t t e r

1. The newsletter, as w e ll as the C P N  w ebsite, is to be launched on W o r ld  H abitat D a y  in 

O ctober 2000. The theme o f  the first edition o f  the newsletter is “ Settlements” , to reflect the 

upcom ing W o r ld  H abitat D a y  and the H abitat V  process.

2. Com m ittee m em bers L ione l N u rse  and A lla n  Jones are to identify the issues to be addressed  

in this theme. The fo llo w in g  ideas fo r articles have been submitted fo r the first edition o f  the 

newsletter:

•  The in form al sector and squatter settlements (D r. Ishm ael);

•  D isaster m itigation in settlements, w ith  regard to site selection, infra-structure design  and  

other location issues (L io n e l N u rse );

•  G overnance and security o f  tenure in relation to an adm inistration’ s capability  to upgrade  

settlements (A lla n  Jones);

•  Trin idad &  T o b a g o ’ s im plem entation o f  and preparation fo r  the H abitat V  process;

•  Inform ation technology fo r analysis o f  settlements, i.e. E C L A C ’s R E D A T A M  

dem ographics software (E C L A C ) .

3. The fo llo w in g  ideas fo r articles have been submitted fo r  future editions o f  the newsletter:

•  a rev iew  o f  E C L A C ’ s regional training w orkshop  in m acro-econom ic assessments o f  

disasters in C aribbean  countries, w ith a focus on the im pact on social aspects and 

livelihoods (E C L A C ) ;

•  insurance coverage o f  general housing and settlements in the C aribbean  (E C L A C ) .

4. Com m ittee m em ber, Ivo r Jackson, is to draft a letter to regional planners, introducing the 

C P N  newsletter (and  h im self, as its E d itor-in -ch ief). This letter is to be dispatched b y  the 

Secretariat.
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5. This introductory letter w ill  invite planners to subm it m aterial fo r inclusion in the newsletter, 

based  on the respective themes identified fo r  exploration. It w ill  also invite regional planners 

to subm it in form ation on their respective country activities concerning H abitat V ,  w hether as 

articles o r in fo -bits fo r a  calendar o f  events.

6. Com m ittee m em ber, A lla n  Jones, and m em bers o f  his s ta ff (at the B arbados M in istry  o f  

H ousing  &  Settlement) are to prepare material fo r  subm ission to the newsletter, concerning  

B arbad o s ’ activities fo r  H abitat V .

Ot h e r

The Secretariat is to prepare a  Press Release in form ing o f  the launch o f  the C P N  website and 

newsletter in O ctober 2000, w h ich  w ill  be dispatched b y  A d v iso ry  Com m ittee m em bers in their 

respective jurisdictions.

Com m ittee m em ber, L ione l N u rse , (fo rm erly  an H onorary  M em b er and n o w  the Com m ittee’s 

Public  Relations O fficer ), is to draft a  letter to regional planners, introducing them to the 

electronic planners network -  C P N . This letter is to be dispatched b y  the Secretariat. Its content 

w ill be as fo llow s:

• The importance o f  and rationale fo r creating the forum  fo r regional planners, nam ely the 

m arginalisation o f  the p lanning process and profession  in som e C aribbean  jurisdictions. 

It m ust also em phasise the fact that this e-netw ork is designed fo r  individual planning  

professionals in the region, and not necessarily  p lanning societies, and that it does not 

seek to replace regional p lanning societies and associations.

• A n  ove rv iew  as to h o w  the network w as  conceptualised (i.e. the initial m eeting in 

D ecem ber 1999 at E C L A C / C D C C  headquarters; the form ation o f  an A d v iso ry  

Com m ittee in January 2000; E C L A C ’s continued support and assistance fo r the entity 

until such time as w hen  regional planners take up the m antle). It w o u ld  also be  

em phasised that although E C L A C  Director, D r. L en  Ishm ael is currently the C hair o f  the 

A d v iso ry  Com m ittee and the key  contact person fo r C P N , she is hold ing this portfolio  

because she is a  planner b y  profession, and not because she is the D irector o f  the host 

agency.

• The upcom ing launch o f  the w ebsite and its newsletter on W o r ld  H abitat D a y  in O ctober 

2000, as w e ll as an overa ll invitation to planners to enhance the dynam ism  o f  the website, 

b y  rev iew ing  its content and configuration betw een  A u gu st and m id -Septem ber 2000. 

This w o u ld  ensure that their com m ents and recom m endations are factored in, before the 

launch on W o r ld  H abitat D a y  in O ctober 2000.

• A  special invitation to write articles fo r the newsletter, as w e ll as subm it any papers 

and/or research (fo r  the Online Docum ents section) w h ich  they w o u ld  like to share w ith  

other professionals in the region.

• A  rem inder to planners concerning the preparation o f  national position papers on the 

im plem entation o f  the H abitat V  process in their respective jurisdictions.

A  fo llo w -u p  m eeting fo r  the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee w ill  be held  betw een  O ctober and N o v e m b e r  

2000 (date to be fixed ).
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ANNEX 2:

Pr o v i s i o n a l  Ag e n d a  
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING OF CARIBBEAN PLANNERS

NETWORK
Conference Room, ECLAC Subregional Headquarters in Port-of-Spain

Friday 30 June 2000

1. W e lc o m e  R e m a rk s  fr o m  E C L A C  D ire c to r , D r .  L e n  Ish m ae l

2. R e p o rt  on  item s fo r  f o l lo w -u p  fro m  last m ee t in g  (2 8  January  2 0 0 0 )

3. R e p o rt  on  P la n n e rs ’ o n lin e  n ew s le tte r  -  I v o r  Jackson  (E d i t o r - in -C h ie f )

4. P re sen ta tion  o f  the w e b s it e  C aribbean P lanners N etw ork

5. D is c u s s io n  on  the w e b s it e  p r e s e n t a t io n .  com m en ts , critiques, id e a s  fo r  en h an cem en t

6. C re a t io n  o f  G u id e lin e s  fo r  the su b m iss io n  o f  content to  the w e b s ite , b y  the A d v is o r y  

C o m m itte e

7. R e v i e w  o f  the o v e ra ll  Term s o f R eference for the A dvisory C om m ittee o f  the

C a r ib b e a n  P la n n e rs  N e t w o r k

8. “ T h e  W a y  F o rw a rd ” fo r  the C a r ib b e a n  P la n n e rs  N e t w o r k

9. A n y  other b u s in e ss

10. R e v i e w  o f  A C T I O N  I T E M S  a r is in g  fr o m  th is m eetin g , an d  setting o f  a  date  fo r  a  

fo l lo w -u p  m ee t in g

11. P re p a ra to ry  d iscu ss io n s  fo r  Is ta n b u l+ 5  / H a b ita t  M e e t in g

12. C lo s in g  R e m a rk s  b y  E C L A C  D ire c to r , D r .  L e n  Ish m ae l
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ANNEX 3:

Ac t i o n  It e m s  f o r  Fo l l o w -up 
Me e t i n g  o f  Pl a n n e r s , Ja n u a r y  2000

IT E M A C T IO N  TO BE TA K E N E N T IT Y
R E SPO N SIB L E

Website for Caribbean 
Network o f Planners

D e s ig n ,  create  an d  set u p  the  

p la n n e r ’ s w eb s ite .

E C L A C

Newsletter /  Journal 
for Caribbean 
Network o f Planners

C o -o rd in a te  an d  co lla te  su b m iss io n s  

fo r  r e v ie w  b y  the e d it o r - in -c h ie f  and  

the C om m ittee , b e fo r e  b e in g  

p u b lis h e d  e lec tro n ic a lly .

E C L A C / 

I v o r  J ackson

Promotion of website 
for Caribbean 
Network o f Planners

P u b lic  re la t io n s  an d  p ro m o tio n  o f  

the p ro p o s e d  e lec tro n ic  n e tw o rk  to  

re g io n a l p la n n in g  soc ie tie s  and  

assoc ia tion s .

L io n e l  N u r s e

Content o f website P re p a re  g u id e lin e s  fo r  the  

su b m iss io n  to  the w e b s ite , o f  

d ocu m en ts  an d  p u b lic a t io n s  b y  

p lan ners .

P re p a re  d ige sts  o f  p la n n in g  la w  

ju d g e m e n ts  an d  cases  fo r  in c lu s io n  

in  site content.

S u b m it  fu rth e r p la n n in g  la w  

ju d g e m e n ts  an d  cases  fo r  d igest.

A d d it io n a l  re so u rces  an d  d ocu m en ts  

b y  re g io n a l p la n n in g  p ro fe s s io n a ls .

A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e

C h ris t in e  T o p p in -A l la h a r

L io n e l  N u r s e  

A d v is o r y  C o m m itte e
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ANNEX 4:
Me e t i n g  Pa r t i c i p a n t s  

Ad v i s o r y  Co m m it te e  Me m b e r s  in a t t e n d a n c e

COUNTRY NAME / 
PORTFO LIO

ORGANISATION ADDRESS PHONE FAX EM AIL
Dr. Len Ishmael / 
Director

ECLAC Subregional 
Headquarters for the 
Caribbean

Level 3, CHIC 
Building,
Cor. Park &
Edward
Streets,
Port-of-Spain,
Trinidad.

868-623
5595

868-627
8249

ishmael@,eclacnos.
org

Barbados Allan Jones /
Permanent
Secretary

Ministry of Housing 
& Settlement

Sir Frank
Walcott
Building,
Culloden
Road, St.
Michael.

246-431
7602

246-435
0174

Psmhl@caribsurf.c
om

Barbados Lionel Nurse /
Permanent
Secretary

Ministry of Attorney 
General & Home 
Affairs

Sir Frank
Walcott
Building,
Collymore
Rock, St.
Michael.

246-431
7700
246-228
8960

246-228
5433

nsoas@,caribsurf.c
om
lionelnurse@hotma
il.com

Antigua Ivor Jackson / 
Principal

Ivor Jackson & 
Associates

P.O. Box 
1327, St. 
John’s 
or
Cobbs Cross

268-460
1469

268-460
1469

iiacks@,candw.ag
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ANNEX 5:
Pr e p a r a t o r y  d is c u s s io n s  f o r  Is t a n b u l+5 / Ha b i t a t  Me e tin g

M em bers  o f  the A d v iso ry  Com m ittee w ere  b rie fed  on Trin idad &  T o b a g o ’s activities concerning  

Istanbul+5 b y  M r. Sat Balkaransingh, Perm anent Secretary in the M in istry  o f  H ousing  &  

Settlements.

M r. Balkaransingh  indicated to those present that the Governm ent o f  Trin idad and T obago  

(G O T T )  w as  represented at the m eeting in N a iro b i (the first preparatory m eeting) to address 

issues required fo r  m onitoring Istanbul+5. H e  reported that at this m eeting, a  resolution w as  

adopted that regional bodies o f  H ousing  &  Settlements be approached fo r assistance fo r  

Prepcom 2, as w e ll as fo r the final m eeting in June 2001.

H e  noted that at these m eetings, both B arbados and Trin idad &  T o bago  are sometimes the only  

Caribbean  countries represented, w h ich  is disappointing, g iven  the num ber o f  issues raised at 

these m eetings w h ich  often im pact the region.

M r. Balkaransingh  noted that fo r the M I N U R V I  process, a  specific Latin  A m erica  and C aribbean  

P lan  o f  A ction  w as  drafted, and is c lose ly  m onitored. Each country is required to prepare a  report 

on its im plem entation o f  the Istanbul Declaration. This report involves a  rev iew  o f  the respective  

countries’ im plem entation practices, as w e ll as any problem s and difficulties encountered, lessons 

learnt, and n ew  approaches adopted.

H e  stated that the next preparatory conference fo r H abitat+5 is scheduled fo r A ugu st 2000, and is 

to dovetail w ith  the M I N U R V I  m eeting in Panam a, carded fo r  O ctober 2000.

M r. Balkaransingh  felt strongly that M inisters o f  H ousing  in the C aribbean  (and  perhaps Latin  

A m erica? ) should m eet to determine the status o f  each country’ s im plem entation o f  Latin  

A m erica  &  C aribbean  P lan  o f  A ction  fo r M I N U R V I ,  and to prepare a  regional report fo r  

Habitat+5 . H e  suggested that international agencies resident in the region  should share their 

expertise w ith  regional countries in the preparation o f  the reports fo r  these m eetings / 

conferences.

A d v iso ry  Com m ittee Chair, D r. L en  Ishm ael, in form ed those present o f  E C L A C ’s role in 

processes such as these. She noted that E C L A C  provides a  Subregional Forum  fo r  the 

preparation o f  position papers to be fed  into the g lo ba l agenda, thus preventing the C aribbean  

situation being subsum ed into the overa ll Latin  A m erican  position.

D r. Ishm ael stated that E C L A C  could  do the fo llow in g :

• A ssist in the preparation o f  a  com prehensive regional report (s im ilar to the one prepared fo r  

the S ID S / P O A ), o r a  discussion paper, w h ich  could  be fed  into the g lo ba l d iscussion on  

Settlements at H abitat+5.

• E C L A C  could  assist w ith  the selection o f  and funding fo r  a  suitable consultant w h o  w o u ld  be  

contracted to prepare a  report detailing the C aribbean  position on Settlements at H abitat+5. 

H o w ever, should there be no regional m eeting, then the consultant's terms o f  reference w o u ld  

need to be review ed.

• E C L A C  could  liaise w ith  C A R I C O M  to ensure that a  regional consensus docum ent is 

prepared. In this regard, Trin idad  and T o bago  has been m andated to undertake an analysis o f  

housing legislation in the region, in preparation fo r  the O ctober 2000 M eeting.
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M r. Balkaransingh  stated that G O T T  could  prepare a  tw o -page  proposal to the European U nion , 

the ID B  and other sim ilar agencies, requesting funding fo r the hosting o f  a  ‘regional consensus 

m eeting’ o r Preparatory M eeting. W h ile  C A R I C O M  is unable to contribute funding, it has 

indicated its w illingness to lend logistical support.

M r. Balkaransingh  reported that ID B  and the local H ousing  M in istry  recently signed an A id e  

M em oire , concerning I D B ’s com m itm ent to assist w ith  financing regional developm ent 

program m es in the housing area. Shou ld  the funding be received in time, it could  be used fo r  the 

hosting o f  a  ‘ regional consensus m eeting ’ o r Preparatory M eeting. H e  suggested that regional 

governm ents be sent correspondence, inviting them to send a representative to the Preparatory  

M eeting. H o w ever, M r. Balkaransingh  cautioned that G O T T  m ight not able to finance a  general 

m eeting o f  H ousing  M inisters, since it m ight not receive the ID B  funds in time.

Several other options w ere  also e x p lo r e d .

1. H irin g  a  consultant to prepare a  background paper h igh lighting regional settlements issues, 

should it not be possib le  to bring together regional representatives at a regional m eeting, to 

achieve a consensus o r C aribbean  position. This docum ent can then be com m ented on and 

rev iew ed  b y  m em ber states, and fo llo w in g  its ratification, could  be fed  into the M I N U R V I  

process as a paper reflecting the C aribbean  position on housing issues.

2. Com m ittee m em bers also exp lored  the feasibility  o f  hosting a  one-day  expert group  meeting. 

Experts w o u ld  convene to do the fo llow in g :

• R ev iew  the status o f  implementation, to date, o f  the P lan  o f  A ction  fo r  the Habitat 

Conference.

• Identify the challenges preventing the successful im plem entation o f  the H abitat P O A .

• Identify any n ew  issues arising in the region since the creation o f  the H abitat P O A .

From  this m eeting, an A ction  Paper could  be prepared w h ich  w o u ld  be circulated, fo r  

comment, to regional governm ents. The Paper could  then be refined b y  the experts and then 

fed  into the g lo ba l conference, o r be the basis o f  a negotiating b r ie f  to be submitted to 

regional Perm anent Representatives at U N  Headquarters in N e w  Y o rk .

3. A n  alternative arrangem ent involves having the expert group  m eeting com e up w ith  the 

A ction  Paper, then inviting regional H ousing  M inisters to a one-day  m eeting to refine and / or  

endorse its content.
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Action Items for Follow-up

1. G O T T  w ill  liaise w ith  B arbados and in form  that governm ent o f  the extent o f  its com m itm ent

fo r the Preparatory M eeting. It w ill  host a  m eeting o f  H ousing  M inisters to ratify the

docum ent / A ction  Paper com ing out o f  the Expert G rou p  M eeting.

2. Tentative Tim etable:

•  Ind ividual country reports are to be com pleted b y  end-July 2000.

• The m eeting o f  experts w ill  take p lace during the first w eek  o f  A u gu st 2000.

• The m eeting o f  regional H ousing  M inisters w ill  take p lace in m id -Septem ber 2000. 

Possib le dates are betw een  13-15 Septem ber. The A ction  Paper com ing out o f  the Expert 

G roup  M eeting w ill  be ratified at this m eeting, in time fo r the M I N U R V I  m eeting later 

that month.

• The M I N U R V I  m eeting takes p lace end-Septem ber 2000.

3. G O T T  is to send correspondence to E C L A C  indicating its w illingness to assist w ith  the

hosting o f  the A u gu st 2000 m eeting o f  experts, w h ich  is to take place at E C L A C / C D C C

Subregional Headquarters in Port-o f-Spain , Trinidad. This correspondence is to be submitted 

b y  m id-July.

4. G O T T  is to also identify at least five  (5 )  experts in the housing area from  around the region, 

w h o  should participate in the Expert G roup  M eeting.

5. G O T T  is to write to regional H ousing  M inisters to rem ind them to com plete their respective  

country reports on the im plem entation o f  the H abitat P lan  o f  A ction  b y  end-July 2000, as 

w e ll to invite them to the M inisterial m eeting (fo llo w in g  the Expert G roup  M eetin g ) to ratify  

the experts’ A ction  Paper.

6. E C L A C  has indicated its w illingness to contribute to the process, b y  preparing a  

com prehensive docum ent outlining the success o f  im plem enting the H abitat P lan  o f  A ction  in 

the C aribbean  (sim ilar to their com prehensive 1997 report on the im plem entation o f  the 

S ID S / P O A ). This docum ent w ill  be released fo llo w in g  the M I N U R V I  m eeting in February  

2001.
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