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A. INTRODUCTION

1. The United Nations Economic Commission for Lafimerica and the Caribbean (ECLAC)
subregional headquarters for the Caribbean convameeeting that sought to identify the barrierfisoal
and regulatory systems to implementation of eneeffjciency measures and renewable energy
technologies.

2. The meeting was used a forum for presentatioa dfaft report that was prepared based on
stakeholder consultations previously held in Fety®013. The main objective of the meeting was to
sensitise stakeholders as to the fiscal and regyla@rriers that were identified, to obtain theamments
and endorsement of the draft report that would teats finalization.

B. ATTENDANCE AND ORGANIZATION OF WORK
1. Place and date

3. The meeting was convened by ECLAC subregionatiearters for the Caribbean on 18 April
2013 in Georgetown, Guyana.

2. Attendance
4, The Chief Executive Officer (CEO) and staff dfiet Guyana Energy Agency (GEA),

representatives from Belize and Curacao, regioxpérs and representatives from ECLAC attended the
meeting.

3. Agenda
5. The meeting adopted the following agenda:
1. Welcome and introductions
2. Presentation of draft report on fiscal and reguiabarriers to implementation of energy

efficiency measures and renewable energy techreslagiBelize, Curagao and Guyana

3. Discussion
4. Closure
C. OUTLINE OF PROCEEDINGS
1. Opening of the meeting
6. Welcome and opening remarks were made by DAlteyne, Deputy Director a.i., ECLAC

subregional headquarters for the Caribbean. H&ké#thtne Duetsche Gesellschaft fur Internationale
Zusammenarbeir (G1Z) GmbH for their support inithigative and the Government of Guyana for hosting
the meeting. He spoke about the importance oftthdysand the collaborative approach ECLAC took in
producing the reports. He then informed the repraderes that their comments on the report would be
considered in its finalization. The head of the GBA Mahender Sharma, indicated, that many of the
stakeholders may not have reviewed a few genenahmmnts. He said that some of the information was
dated, and that the GEA would be willing to provigelated information. He then spoke of their effait



building human resources capacity and of the ingpae they placed on sustainable energy and energy
efficiency.

2. Report Presentation

7. The findings of the three reports were preseitgddr. Devon Gardner. He began with an

overview of the report, in which he discussed itsppse and its importance for the region. He then
discussed the methodology used in preparationeodithft report namely, (1) desk assessment, (2ysina

of the fiscal and regulatory environment, (3) cdiaion and dialogue with stakeholders, and (4)
recommendations. He stated that steps 1 and 2 ceenpleted and he was currently at the consultation
stage, although some recommendations had alreamyrbade. He then proceeded to present the findings.

8. Dr. Gardner mentioned that in all three cousttiieere are institutional and policy barriers to
implementation of renewable energy and energyieffa@y measures. One institution that stands oatlin
three countries is the regulatory body. He said éin@rgy efficiency is encouraged but not mandétied.
said there are capacity barriers because no ormnsuing the energy efficiency agenda and that
ssubsidised energy is a barrier to sustainableggnirwas also revealed that the small market sfzde
countries, as well as their long distribution clsaatt as barriers to renewable energy. High capitsts
were not a problem as much as the access to caitain financing alternative energy projects. iese in
alternative energy measures were related to tlee @fi oil, because as energy became more expensive,
people become more interested in alternative seuofeenergy. He said some investors may want to
weight the benefits of investing in alternative gyeversus purchasing oil futures.

9. The overall findings of the reports were then pnés@. Dr. Gardner found that there was too much
focus on large-scale renewable energy generationtla@re was also a need for mid- and short-term
solutions as opposed to long-term, large-scaleept®] He also mentioned that there was not encaglsf

on the transport sector, mainly due to the difficith measuring its impact. He noted the importaote
transport as it accounts for around 67 per cetttefossil fuel use in the Caribbean subregiorBdtize it
accounts for 80 per cent.

10. It was said that the process of energy plannindrigen by the electricity utility. It was also
mentioned that in all countries the utility regolat lacked resources and capacity, and that therefo
harmonization across sectors was necessary.

11. Dr. Gardner discussed the usage of appliances nifaath the countries voltage supply. He
explained that there is a need to examine regulatioappliances and emphasized the need to assess
whether or not it was cheaper to transform the ¢pidmatch the appliances or if it was cheaper to
transform the appliances to match the grid. He #adéd countries tended to focus on the demand for
energy rather than the demand for services. Drdii@sradded that it was necessary to disaggregatgyen
services from the grid and to identify those thairhe provided in an efficient manner.

12. The report identified deficiencies in several aredghe legislation of the countries, such as
building codes, appliance standards, vehicle eomssimotor vehicle import duty and tariff regulatso It

was noted that there was a need for energy effigipnotocols in building codes in all countries. [T
mentioned that there was a large unregulated hgumarket in some of the Caribbean islands and there
was a need to consider this. It was also mentighatithere is a need to reform tariff regulatioDs.
Gardner raised the point of emissions standard®fimg that in some countries the standards werg ve
low, and that in some, there was a problem of eefoent of such standards.

13. On the issue of grid interconnection, Dr. Gardnentioned that it should be standard throughout
the region. He said that net metering and nemngilivould be most effective in countries where owhigr



of the electricity utility was predominantly privatind grid maintenance costs were likely to besane.
Dr. Sharma said that in Guyana there has beerfisgmt investment in electricity generation ovee thst
twenty years. He added that there was investmkimgglace in transmission and that there weregpfan
investment in distribution in the near future.

14. After Dr. Gardner's presentation, the meetinglrassed the contents of the reports through
discussions. Dr Sharma spoke of the need for cgplilding in Guyana, but said that it took tinhs.
Mattai said that based on what was presented imgpert; Dr. Gardner may not have met with all the
appropriate stakeholders. Dr. Sharma spoke of soirtee capacity building efforts of the GEA and
indicated that there was need for information digsation. He added that subsidized energy wassue|s

but did not have that much bearing on how renewabérgy use was encouraged. He also mentioned that
there was a need for incentives for improving epafficiency, but he raised the question of soumfes
funding for such incentives.

15. Dr. Sharma agreed with Dr. Gardner’s staterabotit the transport sector, and he said there is a
vision for the sector. There is also an agro-en@@yfolio, but interest in it had declined sinte tglobal
financial crisis. He then continued, mentioningtthiaergy planning was not driven only by electyickiut

that it did play a part in the planning process.ddeeed with Dr. Gardner’s point on the need faissy
sector harmonization. He said that the health seehs doing plenty work in sustainable energy. He a
mentioned Guyana’s Energy plan which was develapd®94. Ms. Mattai commented that although the
plan was developed almost twenty years ago, it veaag modern and needed only to have updated
information.

16. In reference to the building codes deficiendi¥s Sharma indicated that there was need to eafor
them but he noted that if the country does not ttheecapacity for enforcement, there was no paint t
creating new laws and regulations.

17. Mr. Mena, the representative from Belize, discusttedl findings of Dr. Gardner’'s study with
respect to that country. He concurred with the nierriers outlined by Dr. Gardner and emphasizekl la
of capacity as a major barrier. He mentioned thatgrivatization of the transport sector in Beliezé to a
lack of incentives for energy efficiency and thacK of cross-sector harmonization could not be
understated.

18. Dr. Gardner mentioned that one important way thataCao could achieve energy savings was
through cooling regulations. In the case of Belizhievement of energy savings was in the trangpamta
sector.

19. Dr. Gardner and Mr. Anandbahadoer, the represgatitbom Curacao, indicated that one of the
issues in that country is the absence of a spemigcgy agency. Since the Government of Curacgaaniec
more autonomous in 2010, there has been a strugigte policy consistency. Curacao has become
dependent on expatriate capacity and since thetelird autonomy; there has been a reductionig th
capacity. The country has also had many differenegiments in the past ten years. This situationgu

to be a barrier to investment in alternative enehgyDr. Gardner’s meetings in Curagao, the lackrofs
sector harmonization was the main complaint.

3. Closure
20. Dillon Alleyne closed the meeting by thanking thertjtipants for their comments and indicated

that the reports would be sent to the other intedestakeholders for comment before they were ajggro
by ECLAC.
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