
United Nations Nations Unies 

E C O N O M I C 
A N D 

S O C I A L C O U N C I L 

Ul̂ JiûTRICTED C O N S E I L 
E C O N O M I Q U E f i ^ e " ^ ' 
E T S O C I A L '"""^ 

ECOMOiJC COiMSSION FOR L/iTIN AiJiKICA 

FIRST >r'̂ 3SI0N 

RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Adopted at lourtecnth Kceting 
Held at Santiago»Chilo, on 23 June 194B. 

CHAPTER I - SESSIONS 

Rule 1 

Sessions of the Coiimission s h a l l be hold 

(a) on dates i i x o d by the Crjî.iTdssion, r.fter consultation iidth the 

Exocutivc-Secretary, at :revious uoetings,; 

(t) -vd-thin f o r t y - l i v e days of the coranunication t o the Executive-

Srcretaiy of a r c q u o F t to that effect by the Eocnonic and Soc i a l 

Co.-icil 

( c ) at the request •.. the i^njor:'i7 of the nieir:;iors -^î. t h ' - ."I'nn-

mission, a f t e r cons-vT tation with tlx Executive Secretary 

(d ' on such otner cr......sier'.j as Ine Chaiman, i n consultation 

vùth the Vice-Chairrien and t!ie Executive-Secretary, deems ne­

cessary. 

Rule 2 

Tl.. '.or.r ..ision s h a l l each ses£;:lon, vdth the ;-ciicurrence of the 
Secreta.1-, •I'^ene-v., decide utj-̂ n the place of neoting fi;r i t s next session, 
vdth due consio.=,ration xor the pr i n c i p l e that the countries of L a t i n 
ilmerica be ciicr i n rotation^ 
Rule 3 

The Executive-Secretary s h a l l , atleast tvirenty-cnc dâ -s before the 

comriencement of a session, d i s t r i b u t e a notice of the op-ning date of 

the SiOEsion, togctaer vâ"oh a copy o f t h e provisional agenda, 

• / Rule 4. 
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Rule_4 
Tlic Commission s h e l l in^/ite any Kenber of tho United Nations not 

a member of the Commission to participate i n a consultative capacity i n 
i t s consideration of arç,' matter of p a r t i c u l a r concern to that Meaber». 
R'ole 5 

The Co],iiission s h a l l i n v i t e representatives of specialized 
agencies to ettend i t s meetings and to par t i c i p a t e , vdthout vote, i n i t s 
deliberations vdth respect to items on i t s agenda r e l a t i n g t o matters 
within the scope of t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s ; and may i n v i t e observers from such 
other inter-goveirimc-nt?! organizations as i t may consider desirable i n 
accordance vdth t te practices of the Council^ 
Rule 6 

The Commission s h a l l i n v i t e the Inter-jWerican Economic and 3o-
c i a l Council to nominate a representative to attend meetings of the 
Conmission i n i consultative capacit;/,, 

CHAPTER I I - AGEI'©A. 
Rule 7 

Ti.e provisional agenda f o r each session s h a l l be drmm ur by the 
Executive-be creta: y i n consultation with tho Chairman i.nd s h a l l bo ccrianu-
nicatcd to the morbers of the Ccüiiiiássion, to the specif, l i z e d agen.r..os, to 
the Inter-Ancrican Economic and Social Council, to tho non -goveriTrmtal 

organizations i n Category A and to the appropriate non-governmental orga­
nizations i n Categories B and C, together vdth t.ho notice convening the 
Gonmiissionp 
Rule 8 

The provisional agenda for my session s h a l l include: 
Ca).j"^^Tn3 I'.rising froiii previous sessions of the Commission; 
(̂ ) j!...ia3 -ir.-jposed by the Econordc and S o c i a l Council; 
(c) itens r--••nosed by any rEraber of tho Cojriîdssion; 
(d) items proposed by a specialized agency i n accordance vrith the 
agreements of relationship concluded betvrcen the United Nations 
and such agencies; 

(e) * ite3ns propos-^d by the Inter-/d,ierican Econoiíàc and Social 
Council; 

• The Coianittec adopted Rule 8 (e) provisional]^depending upon the out­
come of negotiations between the Comiission and the representativos 
of the Inter-Merican Economic and Soc i a l Council. 



(f ) itons proposed by non-govomnent?.! organizations 

i n Category "nd 

(̂ ) any other iter.s which the Chriman or the 

Ebcecutive-Secretary dcens f i t to include. 

Rule 9 

Before the üíocutlvo-í^ecretrry pl.-^oes rn i t en proposed by a 

specialized agency, or by the Inter-.'u.ierican Economic and Social Council, 

or a non-govurnr,ientnl o r j r n i z ^ t l o n i n Category /. on the pro\'isional ag-nd^., 

he sha.ll Cr r r y out vdth the agency or organization concerned such prcHjiini^rj'-

consultations r.s --ry be necess.^.ry. 

Rule J.O 

.':ftcr the agenda h' s been adopted the Cojiraission nny n e n l i t at 

rny time, 

CIL.PTEa I I I - REPaE3;:n¡T;LTI0N ..ND CR.EDEMTIX3 

_Rule 11 

Each 'aember sh".ll be represented on the Conmission by ?n 

accredited representative. 

|tule 12 

representative nc-y be ?.cooniprnied to the sessions of the 

Conmission by -.It ornate represent''.tl ves rnd advisers ?nd, v.̂ hen absent, he 

my be repine•-d by an áltemete representative. 

Rule 13 

The credentials of each representative r.ppointed to the Conmission, 

together with a designr.tlcn of r,lte:nr,to represent'r'tlves, shi.ll be sub:-D.ttod 

to the Exccutive-Secr.^t:!r;.r mthout delay. 

RuU lU 

The Ghnirr.,an and tho Vice Cliairmjn s h a l l exanine the cr e d e n t l r l s 

r.nd report upon then to the Connission, 

/ CH..PTER IV 
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CHAPTER - OFFICERS 

Rule 15 

Tha Co^iiission sh-^H, ''.t the caononcemünt of o"-ch session, 

elect fron ciaong the represent."tives c. Chrirn-n, ti-jo Vicc-Chaimün .̂ nd 

r. Sapporttiur who sh-^ll hold o f f i c e u n t i l t h e i r succassors rre elccucd. 

They s h r l l be oligLble for re-election. 

Rule 16 

I f the Ghrdrnm does not .".ttend r neetingj or rbscnts hi-i s e l f 

froQ c ni;i::ting, one of the Vice-Chrirnen s h - l l preside. I f , at r. 

foUovdng aeeting, t i e Chrdmcn should -^.grin be -bscnt, the other Vice-

Chnim:n dh-JLl preside, the succession --^.Iternrtin.^ i n Sprjiish rdph.^b " t i c - " l 

orderr The riroTlsicns of t h i s Rule apply only to a single noeting or to 

a part thereof. 

-tul- 17 

I f tho Chrlrnrin co.̂ .scs to r--.pr^sent r. nenbor of the CorTiission 

cr Is so incr.pacitated t h r t he c n no longer hold o f f i c e , cnc of the 

Vice-Chrirnen a h r l l he elected .̂.s Chrlrm-'^n for thJ unexoired nortion of 

th<! ten::. Th- other Vice-Chai man sh-"ll continue to ret i n the c-'^.pr.city 

prescribed i n tho Rules of Procedure. 

Rule 18 

Tho Vice-Chaimrn .'".ctirg ns Chcirurn s h . i l l hrve the srne povrars 

?nd duties of the Ch-^irntan, 

Rule 19 

The Ch'iri.-^n or tho Vice-Ch.:dmrn .-'.cting rs Ch'irnrn s h r l l 

p r r t i c i p r t e i n the Meetings of the C "ássion as such rnd not -̂ s the 

represent:*tive of the nunber by xhon he v/as accredited. The Conrdssion 

s h r l l adidt rji .-itern-'te representrtive to represent th-'t nenber i n the 

neetings of tho Coxdssion and to exercise i t s r i g h t to vote, 

/ CHAPTER V - 3 E C R E T ; J I L . T 



Rule 2Ü 

The 3)cecutivc-3cc^L:t•^ry s h a l l ret i n th'.t crpr.city .-t a l l nectings 

of the Coatilssicn rxid of i t s subsidir.ry bodies, He Ji-^y appoint pnother 

neabcr of th^; s t r f f te t-^ke his p l r c j at rny neeting. 

The 3j:ecutive-3ecret"ry or his r jnrerrentrtive vr.y .-t rny nesting 

nckb either o r ^ l or -viritten etLiteuerts conc-rn'^ng rjiy question under con-

s i d e r r t i o n . 

Rule 22 

The Executive-Secret-^.rj' s h r l l d i rect the str.ff provided by the 

Secretr.ry-Generrl and required by the Cor-nission rnd rny subsidiary bodies 

thereof. 

I ^ l c 23 

The Ebccciïtive-Secretr.i-y s h ' i l be responsible f o r the necessary 

r.rrangcnonts being r_ir.de for neetings. 

Rule 2U 

Tho licecutive-Secret-^-ry i n crrr^ring out his functions s h a l l act 

on behrlf of the Sccr'.-t rr;'--CkJnerrl. 

CH.'JTER VI - CCiauCT OF BU3ir5:SS 

Rule ¿5 

A n a j e r i t y of the rLC.".ibers of the CoiTrãssicn s h r l l constitute r, 

quorua. 

Rule 26 

In rddition to exercising the powers conferred uien hin else'-ihere 

l y these rules, the Chrir::an s h r l l declare tho opening and closing of o-̂ ch 

meeting of the Cooiission, sh-'-ll direct the discussion, ..nsiare the 

obs=rvr.nG^ of these rules, rnd shr'.ll record the r i g h t to s perk, pr^t 

questions to the vote rnd announce decisions. The Chaimrn n"y ri s o c r . l l 

a speaker to order i f his rcnarks are not relevant to the subject under 

discussion. 
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Dvirin,--; the discussion o.f rny matter c. r e p r e s c r t i t i v e nr"- r-ise 

a point of urder. In th i s cr.ne thü Chairman s h e l l irniedir-tel;i- s t r t e 

Iñs rulln;;f I f i t i s ch;:llen^ed, the Chrlrnim shrJ.1 forthv/ith j u l n i t 

..is r u l i n g to the Co::mission f o r decisi;;n rnd i t s h i l l stand unless 

overruled. 

• •ule 28 

Durinc; the discussion of my natter c representative rary meve the 

adjournment of the- debate. j\ny such motion s h r l l hrve p r i o r i t y , i n 

rddition to the iroooser of the motion, one representrtiv^v ehall be 

allowed to speak i n favour of and one representrtive r.grinst the niotijn. 

Rule 29̂  

representative n-jy at cn^ ' ime movo the closure of tb.e debiitc 

whether or not my other representative has si.-^nified his \-ri¿. to 

sp-'k. i.'ot more thr.n tvro represent--.tive s nry be ^rrnted pernj-ssion to 

speak c.^.rlnst the closure. 

¿ge 30_ 

The Chairnrn i h r l l take the sense of the Cornnission on r. notion 

for closure. I f the Con:desion i s i n favour of the clcsurej the 

C r i r n r i i shrlLdeclrre the dcb'ito closed. 

The Coiaaission may l i m i t the tine cllov::d te erch sper.ker. 

..ule 32 

U3on a request of any membe rny notion rnd nnendnent thereto 

le by in:/ sper.kur shali. be -iven to the Chairmrn i n w r i t i n r rnd s h r l l 

be rrjr.d by him leforo r.ny furt.!jer snerker i s c r l l e d ui:on and r i s o 

i iLiediatrjly before a vote i s taken cn such notion or rncndment. Tho 

ChLirmrn nay dir^'Ct that rny motijn er amaidmcnt be c i r c u l r t e d to the 

mstabers --resent before vote i s trken . 

Tids rule ôhall not apply to formal notions such rs on: Ter 

cloEuro or r.djoumraent, 

^ 1 ^ 1 
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tala 31, 
r r i n c i p a l motions and resolutions s h a l l be put to the voto i n 

the order of t h e i r submission unless the Commission decides other-

•wise. 

Rule 3k. 

When an amendment revises, adds to or deletes from a proposal, 

the amendment s h a l l be put to the vnte f i i i - t , and i f i t i s adopted, 

the amended propos? 1 s h a l l then be put to t:i,e vote. 

Rule 35. 

If two or more amendments are moved to a proposal, the Csírimission 

sh a l l vote f i r s t on the amendment furthest removed i n subtance from 

the orginal proposal, then, i f i^ecessar;'^, on the ariendjuent next furthest 

removed and so on, u n t i l a l l the amendments have been put to the vote. 

Rule 36. 

The Coa'ffiission may, at the request of a representative, decide 

to put a mobinn or resolution to the vote i n parts. I f t h i s i s done, 

the text resulting from the series of votes s h a l l be .ut to the vote 

as a whole,, 

G H H P T E R VII - VOTING 

Rule 37 

E?ch member of the Coiianission s h a l l have one vote. 

Rule 38 

Decisions of the Commission s h a l l be made by a majority of the 

members present and voting-. 

Rule 39 

The Coramission s h a l l normally vote by show of hands. I f any 

representative requests a r o l l c a l l , a r o l l c a l l s h a l l be taken i n 

the Spanish alphabetical order of the names of the members. 

Rule 40 
r4.ll elections s h a l l be decided by secret b a l l o t . 
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If a vote i s equally divided upon matters ether than elcotions, 

a second vote s h a l l be t^ken at the next meeting» I f t h i s vote also 

results i n ^qusilit.y, the proposal s h a l l be regarded as rejected. 

CHAPTER VIII - UKGUAGES 

Rule J j ; 

lhe f i n a l text cf the Commi...ion's Report to the Econ<'ïPic and 

Social Council and of i t s Resolutions s h a l l be prepared i n Sp̂ ïnish, 

French; English ai:d Portuguese, The f i r s t three languages mentioned 

s h a l l be the o f f i c i a l and working languages of the Conmissi.on,'* 

Rule L3 

Speeches made i n any of the working languages s h a l l be 

interpreted i n t o the other working languai^es. 

CHAPTER IX - nãcoars 

Rule 

Summary re-.ords of the meetings of the Coramission shaU. be kept 

by the Secretariat. They s h a l l be sent as soon as possJ.blo to the 

representatives cf members and to the representatives of any other 

govfcirnment agency or organization which participated i n the a^-;eting 

concerned. Such fyprr sent ative s s h a l l i n f o m the Secretariat not 

l a t e r than seventy-two hours after the c i r c u l a t i o n of any s-'jmmr.r;/-

records of any changes they wish to have made. 

Rule 45 

The corrected version of the summary records of public meetings 

s h a l l be distributed as soon as possible i n accordance with the u^ual 

practice nf the united Nations» This s h a l l include d i s t r i b u t i o n to 

/Associate Members i f 

' I t w i l l be necessary f o r t h i s decision of the Commissirn regarding 
the use of lortuguese to be approved by the Economie and Soeial 
Coiuii'.il. Th& Commission's report- to the Council shculd make spec i f i c 
mention of t h i s proposal, n f i n a n c i a l estimate w i l l be prt̂ páred by 
the Secrétariat and submitted to the Council i n connection with t h i s 
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nsaociate Members i f and when admitted, to the Inter-^imerican 

Economic and Social Coimcil, and on appropriate occasions to 

governments admitted i n a consultative capacity^ 

Rule 46. 

The corrected version of thn summary records of private meetings 

s h a l l be distributed as soon as possible to the Members of the 

Commission, to Associate Members i f end v.-hen admitted, to any 

govemment par t i c i p a t i n g i n a consultative ct-pacity i n the meeting 

concerned, to the specialized agencies, and to the Inter-American 

Economic and Social Council. They s h a l l be distributed to a l l the 

Members of the United Nations i f and when the Commission so decides. 

Rule kl 

As soon as possible the text of a l l reports, resolutions,- ra-

coimaendations, and other formal decisions made by the CcmmissLoni 

i t s sub-commissions or other subsidiary bodies and i t s committees 

s h a l l be communicated to the Members of the Commission, to ivssociate 

Members i f and when admitted, to a l l other Members of the United 

Nations, to the specialized agencies, to the Inter-/enericen Eeonomi.c 

and S o c i a l Counci^., to non-governmental organisations i n Category A, 

and to the appropriate non-governmental organizations i n Categories 

B and C, 

CHi.PTER X - PUBLICITY OF tíEETINGS 

Rule 48 

The meetings of the Commission s h a l l o r d i n a r i l y be held i n public. 

The Commission may. decide that a particuJ.ar meeting or meetinrs s h a l l 

be held i n privi^te. 

CHAPTER XI - RELATIONS WITH NGN G0V E R N Î E1;T . . L 
ORGx.WIZuTIONS IN CATEGORIES n, B .JID G 

Rule ¿i 9 

Non-governmental organizations i n Categories A , B and C may desdgnat* 

/ authorized 



autiifirieed re-rùSentr.tiTor. to s i t i s observ-rjrs p.t public nectings o f the 

Conmission» Non-governmentñl organizations i n Category H. may circulate 

to the members of the Commission written statements and suggesuione on 

matters within t h e i r compet..nce. Non-governmentEI organizatiens i n 

Categories B and C may submit such statements and suggestions t o the 

Executive-Secretary. The Executive-Secretary w i l l prepare and 

dis t r i b u t e at each session of tho Conmissicn a l i s t of such coiTimunica-

tlons received, b r i e f l y indicating- the substance of each of them. On 

the request of any Member of the Comirãssion the Executive-Sacretcry 

w i l l reproduce i n f u l l and dis t r i b u t e any such commurlcation. 

Rule 5 0 

The Commission may at i t s d i s c r e t i o n cons^olt with non-gov^^rn-

mental organizatirns i n Categories A , B and C on matters i n í̂:lich t h e 

Commission regards these nrgsnizatior.s as Inving special competence 

or knowledge. Such consultatluns may be arranged on the I n v i t a t i o n 

of the Commission or on the request of the organization. In the case 

of non-cov-em-ni-.;nt2l organizations "in Categories B and C c o n s u l t a t i o n s 

might be effected either d i r e c t l y or through ad hoe Conmittces. 

CiiAPTER XII - SUB-CüMííISSIUNS, OTHER SUBSIDIARY BODIES 
AM) COMI-ilTTSES 

Rule 51 

Ihe Commission may after discussion with any specialized agency 

concerned and with the approval of the Economic ar.l Social C-^uncil, 

establish such continually acting sub-commissions or other subsidiary 

bodies as i t deems appropriate f o r f a c i l i t a t i n g the carrjánf out o f 

i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s and s h a l l d- /ine the powers and composition cf 

each of them. Such autonomy as may be necessary f o r the effL ::tive 

discharge of the technical r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s l a i d upon them nay be 

delegated to them. 

Rule 32 . 

The Commission may establish such commlbtees and sub-commibte^s 



Rule 53 

Sub~Conmissions or other subsidiary bodies s h a l l adopt t h e i r ovm 

rules of procedurt; unless otherwise decided by the Commission. 

CÍÍ.PTER XII I - REPORTS 

Ru3.e 54 

The Commission s h a l l subüãt to the EcciiDraic and S : c i a l Council 

once a year a f u l l report on i t s acti'/itie¿ and plans, inclurling 

those of any subsidiary bodies, and s h a l l malee interim reports at 

each regular session cf the C''uncil. 

CHAPTER XIV 

^NDÎ-ÎEMTS nND SUS. E1.3IÜNS 

• Any of these lîules ef Procxlure mry be mended or suspended, by 

the Coanissií3i provided t l r ^ t the proposed rriend lents or supprinsions 

do not .ittenpt to ü-it n.eide the terns of reference l i l d dc^n by the 

Econonic and Goci.-::l Council. 




