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CURREHT ACTIVITIES OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE 
ORGANIZATION IN LATIN AMERICA 

The Food and A g r i c u l t u r e O rganization w i l l i n i t i a t e i n L a t i n America 
during the current year a s e r i e s of t e c h n i c a l programmes. Several of these 
have t h e i r o r i g i n i n the v i s i t of the D i r e c t o r General to L a t i n America i n 
the s p r i n g of 19^7 and i n the a c t i v i t i e s of FAO l i a i s o n o f f i c e r s who 
v i s i t e d a l l Member countries i n the r e g i o n during the end of 19̂ -7 and the 
e a r l y p a r t of 19k& 

FAQ T e c h n i c a l Programmes: The f o l l o w i n g i s a b r i e f summary of the FAO 
t e c h n i c a l programmes i n e f f e c t or p r o j e c t e d f o r L a t i n America during 19^8. 

FAQ Conference on I n f e s t a t i o n C o n t r o l : An Expert Committee was formed 
by FAO i n A p r i l 19^6 to make a p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t on the s i g n i f i c a n c e of 
waste through the i n f e s t a t i o n of stored products In August 19̂ -7, FAO 
convened i n London an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Meeting on I n f e s t a t i o n of F o o d s t u f f s , 
attended by experts designated by twenty-seven Member Governments. The 
purpoüü of t h i s Meeting f o r p o s i t i v e a c t i o n by Governments were endorsed by 
the T b i r d Annual Conference. 

One of the recommendations of the London Meeting was that i n view of 
the r e g i o n a l character of the i n f e s t a t i o n problem, FAO should arrange f o r 
r e g i o n a l c o l l a b o r a t i o n of experts through such means as r e g i o n a l conferences. 

The problem of i n f e s t a t i o n was a c c o r d i n g l y examined by Governments at 
the FAO Rice Meeting i n Baguio, the P h i l i p p i n e s , i n March 19k-8. 

During the e a r l y autumn of the current year, FAO proposed to c a l l a 
meeting of i n f e s t a t i o n i n L a t i n America. The Government of Colombia i s 
being approached t o determine whether the conference might be he l d at the 
P a l m i r a Experimental S t a t i o n i n view of the work th a t has already been done 
there on the development of new methods of g r a i n p r e s e r v a t i o n . 

The meeting would be attended by experts designated by Governments 
and would review what needs t o be done, the areas of p r i o r i t y , and the 
r e l a t i v e importance of the various aspects of the i n f e s t a t i o n problem. From 
such an a p p r a i s a l , i n c l u d i n g that of requirements w i t h respect to i n s e c t i c i d e s 
and equipmentj i t l a hoped w i l l emerge a concrete programme of n a t i o n a l and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a c t i o n . 

FAQ on Locust C o n t r o l : On 9 February 19^8 the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l 
*eceived from the Government of Peru a request f o r the a s s i s t a n c e of FAO 
i n the c o n t r o l of l o c u s t s . 

In view of the widespread nature of t h i s problem FAO i s preparing to 
hol d , simultaneously w i t h the meeting on I n f e s t a t i o n C o n t r o l , a Meeting on 
the C o n t r o l of Locugts. S i m i l a r meetings on Locust C o n t r o l w i l l be h e l d 
by FAO i n Europe and A f r i c a during the current year. 
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This Meeting w i l l l i k e w i s e be one of experts designated by Governments, 
and w i l l be concerned w i t h assessing the nature of the problem i n various 
p a r t s of the r e g i o n and endeavouring to determine the most p r a c t i c a b l e means 
of d e a l i n g w i t h i t on a n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l b a s i s . 

FAQ M i s s i o n to Venezuela: A r e s u l t of the i n t e r e s t s t i m u l a t e d by the 
v i s i t of the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l of FAO to Venezuela and other Member Governments 
i n L a t i n America i n the sp r i n g of 19^7 was the Venezuela Development 
Co r p o r a t i o n , on behalf of the Government of Venezuela, requesting FAO t o 
advise the Corporation on c e r t a i n t e c h n i c a l matters, one of which was "the 
production of e d i b l e o i l s from w i l d o i l - b e a r i n g seeds." The Government 
of Venezuela agreed t o pay the cost of t h i s t e c h n i c a l s e r v i c e . 

I n January 19̂ -8 members of the FAO M i s s i o n to th a t country a r r i v e d 
i n Caracas to conduct the f o l l o w i n g i n v e s t i g a t i o n s i 

(1) To study the w i l d o i l - b e a r i n g p l a n t s of the whole country 
w i t h a view toward t h e i r p o s s i b l e i n d u s t r i a l u t i l i z a t i o n . 
(2) To recommend the c u l t i v a t i o n of these o i l - b e a r i n g p l a n t s 
which i n the judgment of the M i s s i o n are best s u i t e d t o the 
c o n d i t i o n s of the country. 
(3) To v i s i t the e x i s t i n g f a c t o r i e s i n order t o make recommendations 
f o r improving methods at present i n use and equipment a v a i l a b l e . 
The M i s s i o n surveyed areas of w i l d o i l - b e a r i n g palms i n c l u d i n g those 

of the Oronoco H i v e r from D e l t a Amacuro t o Puerto Ayacucho, the e n t i r e Lego 
de Maracaibo area t o the Colombian border, the area from Barquisimeto t o 
Tucacas and Puerto C a b e l l o , a l l c o a s t a l areas and the Llanos i n s e v e r a l 
l o c a l i t i e s . The areas were stud i e d by a e r i a l reconnaisance supplemented 
by a e r i a l photographs. Ground surveys were made by jeep and boat, and 
c o l l e c t i o n s of the various o i l - b e a r i n g palms were made and subsequently 
subjected t o chemical a n a l y s i s and exact b o t a n i c a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . 

The second phase of the M i s s i o n , namely., an i n v e s t i g a t i o n as to 
whether the o i l palms now c u l t i v a t e d were the most s u i t a b l e v a r i e t i e s , 
began i n February. The M i s s i o n f u r t h e r s t u d i e d the methods and equipment 
used i n processing o i l seeds i n e x i s t i n g f a c t o r i e s i n order to make 
recommendations on t h e i r p o s s i b l e improvement. 

The M i s s i o n i s c u r r e n t l y p r eparing i t s Report f o r the Government of 
Venezuela. 

FAQ N u t r i t i o n Conference: FAO i s convening a t e c h n i c a l conference i n 
L a t i n America of n u t r i t i o n experts i n accord w i t h the recommendation of i t s 
T h i r d Annual Conference. By courtesy of the Government of Uruguay, t h i s 
meeting w i l l be h e l d i n Montevideo from 18 to 28 J u l y 19^8. 

The agenda of the Conference to be h e l d i n Montevideo corresponds 
c l o s e l y w i t h that of the N u t r i t i o n Conference i n Baguio, the P h i l i p p i n e s , 
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i n March of t h i s current year. The Montevideo Conference w i l l be concerned, 
as was the Baguio Conference, w i t h an assessment of those immediate 
problems, p e c u l i a r t o the r e g i o n and i t s component p a r t s , which present 
opportunity f o r speedy and p r a c t i c a l a c t i o n . 

The p r o v i s i o n a l agenda of the Montevideo N u t r i t i o n Conference i s as 
f o l l o w s : 

1. Nature and extent of problems of n u t r i t i o n i n L a t i n America. 
Under t h i s head s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n may be given to the f o l l o w i n g : 
(a) Problems i n p a r t i c u l a r areas i n which under- and m a l n u t r i t i o n 

are s p e c i a l l y s e r i o u s . 
(b) Gaps i n e x i s t i n g knowledge about d i e t a r y h a b i t s , s t a t e of 

n u t r i t i o n and the prevalence of d e f i c i e n c y disease, the ways 
and means of f i l l i n g such gaps". I n t h i s connection the 
t r a i n i n g of personnel to undertake n u t r i t i o n research may be 
considered. 

(c) The n u t r i t i v e value of foods consumed i n L a t i n America. What 
f u r t h e r research i s r e q u i r e d i n t h i s f i e l d ? 

2. P r a c t i c a l measures f o r improving n u t r i t i o n ' 
(a) The development and o r i e n t a t i o n of a g r i c u l t u r e to provide 

b e t t e r d i e t s . 
(b) School feeding programmes and the feeding of other vulnerable 

groups. 
(c) Education of the p u b l i c i n n u t r i t i o n . 
(d) The improvement of n u t r i t i o n i n s e l e c t e d "demonstration areas 

by programmes c a l l i n g f o r the co-operation of experts i n 
d i f f e r e n t f i e l d s , e.g. n u t r i t i o n , a g r i c u l t u r e , animal 
husbandry, f i s h e r i e s , s o c i o l o g y , c u l t u r a l anthropology and 
home management. 

(e) Food conservation and p r e s e r v a t i o n by which waste can be 
avoided, e x i s t i n g s u p p l i e s of food extended and t h e i r 
n u t r i t i v e value conserved. 

( f ) Personnel t r a i n e d i n n u t r i t i o n needed f o r developing 
p r a c t i c a l programmes. 

3. The establishment of n a t i o n a l n u t r i t i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s or 
committees and t h e i r programme and f u n c t i o n s . 

k. C o n s i d e r a t i o n of the need f o r e s t a b l i s h i n g a r e g i o n a l committee 
i n L a t i n America, a s s o c i a t e d w i t h i n t e r n a t i o n a l and 
inter-governmental o r g a n i z a t i o n s concerned w i t h d i f f e r e n t aspects 
of the problem. 

/Under 



E/CN.12/9 
Page 5 

• $* 

Under Item (k) above, i t i s a n t i c i p a t e d that the Conference w i l l 
recommend p e r i o d i c meetings of a r e g i o n a l n u t r i t i o n committee f o r L a t i n 
America, p a r a l l e l t o the p e r i o d i c n u t r i t i o n meeting f o r South L a s t A s i a 
recommended by the Baguio Conference. The purpose of such a committee 
would be (a) t o provide means f o r a d i s c u s s i o n of problems of common 
i n t e r e s t to the various c o u n t r i e s of the r e g i o n so t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n may 
be pooled and n u t r i t i o n work i n the r e g i o n co-ordinated; (b) to review 
the development of n a t i o n a l n u t r i t i o n programmes and the programme of 
a r e g i o n a l FAO o r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h i s f i e l d , and (c) to advise the c o u n t r i e s 
of the r e g i o n on n u t r i t i o n questions through a r e g i o n a l FAO o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Regional F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l : I n accordance w i t h the recommendations of 
i t s T h i r d Annual Conference, FAO i s o r g a n i z i n g r e g i o n a l c o u n c i l s f o r the 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n , development and proper u t i l i z a t i o n of l i v i n g aquatic 
resources i n those regions of the world not now served by s i m i l a r bodies. 
The Conference recommended that s p e c i a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n be given t o c e r t a i n 
r e g i o n s , i n c l u d i n g L a t i n America. 

In February a F i s h e r i e s Meeting was convened i n Baguio, the P h i l i p p i n e 
t o consider the establishment of a Regional F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l . The 
Governments of Burma, China, France, I n d i a , the Netherlands, the P h i l i p p i n e 
Republic and the United States were represented at t h i s meeting and 
recommended t h a t an I n d o - P a c i f i c F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l be e s t a b l i s h e d . The 
recommendation was approved by the C o u n c i l of FAO a t i t s Second Session i n 
A p r i l . The I n d o - P a c i f i c F i s h e r i e s C o u n c i l w i l l come i n t o existence upon 
the acceptance by f i v e nations of the Agreement d r a f t e d at Baguio. The 
C o u n c i l w i l l be s e r v i c e d by the FAO Regional O f f i c e . The s p e c i f i c 
f u n c t i o n s of the I n d o - P a c i f i c C o u n c i l w i l l be: 

(a) To formulate the oceanographical, b i o l o g i c a l and other 
t e c h n i c a l aspects of the problems of development and proper 
u t i l i z a t i o n of l i v i n g aquatic resources; 
(b) To encourage and co-ordinate research and the a p p l i c a t i o n 
of improved methods i n every day p r a c t i c e . 
(c) To assemble, p u b l i s h or otherwise disseminate oceanographical, 
b i o l o g i c a l and other t e c h n i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g to l i v i n g 
aquatic resources; 
(d) To recommend t o member Governments such n a t i o n a l or co-operative 
r e s e a r c h and development p r o j e c t s as may appear necessary or 
d e s i r a b l e to f i l l gaps i n such knowledge; 
(e) To undertake, where appropriate, co-operative r e s e a r c h and 
development p r o j e c t s d i r e c t e d to t h i s end; 

/ ( f ) To propose, 



( f ) To propose, and where necessary t o adopt, measures to b r i n g 
about the s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n of s c i e n t i f i c equipment, techniques 
and nomenclatures; 
(g) To extend i t s good o f f i c e s i n a s s i s t i n g member Governments 
t o secure e s s e n t i a l m a t e r i a l s and equipment; 
(h) To r e p o r t upon such questions r e l a t i n g to oceanographical, 
b i o l o g i c a l and other t e c h n i c a l problems as may be recommended 
to i t by member Governments or by the Food and A g r i c u l t u r e 
Organization or the United Nations and other i n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
n a t i o n a l or p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n s , w i t h r e l a t e d i n t e r e s t s ; 
( i ) To r e p o r t annually to the Conference of the Food and A g r i c u l t u r e 
Organization of the United Nations upon i t s a c t i v i t i e s , f o r the 
information of the Conference; and to make such other r e p o r t s to 
the Food and A g r i c u l t u r e O r g a n i z a t i o n of the U n i t e d Nations on 
matters f a l l i n g w i t h i n the competence of the C o u n c i l as may seem 
t o i t necessary and d e s i r a b l e . 
I n accord w i t h the express d e s i r e of Member Governments FAO i s planning 

the e a r l y establishment of f i s h e r i e s c o u n c i l s s i m i l a r to the I n d o - P a c i f i c 
C o u n c i l to serve i n the Latin-American r e g i o n . 

Some Latin-American countries are only beginning to develop f i s h e r i e s . 
I t i s b e l i e v e d that t h e i r resources are s u b s t a n t i a l . I n recent years l a r g e 
investments have been made i n shore i n s t a l l a t i o n s and v e s s e l s both by 
indigenous and f o r e i g n c a p i t a l , and there i s every i n d i c a t i o n that t h e r ^ w i l l 
be considerable f u r t h e r expansion i n the near f u t u r e . 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n of r e g i o n a l c o u n c i l s f o r L a t i n America holds a high 
p r i o r i t y i n FAO's p r o j e c t e d a c t i v i t i e s , and i s h e l d t o be p a r t i c u l a r l y 
important and t i m e l y because of the recent developments of f i s h e r i e s on a 
l a r g e s c a l e . This would be an,opportune time t h e r e f o r e f o r the Governments 
of the r e g i o n to evaluate c o - o p e r a t i v e l y t h e i r f i s h e r i e s resources and to 
l a y plans f o r t h e i r development and conservation. 

Latin-American F o r e s t r y and Forest Products Conference: The f i r s t 
Latin-American F o r e s t r y and F o r e s t Products Conference was h e l d i n 
Teres o p o l i s i n the State of R i o de J a n e i r o , B r a z i l from 19 to 30 A p r i l l$kQ. 

The B r a z i l i a n Government acted as host to r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
Latin-American Republics and to r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of those c o u n t r i e s who had 
e i t h e r commercial or t e r r i t o r i a l i n t e r e s t s i n L a t i n America. 

The Conference a r r i v e d at d e c i s i o n s on f o u r main questions, namely, the 
p r e p a r a t i o n by Member Governments of n a t i o n a l plans f o r f o r e s t r y development; 
the establishment of n a t i o n a l f o r e s t r y s e r v i c e s w i t h an emphasis on means 
of overcoming the l a c k of s k i l l e d t e c h n i c i a n s ; c e r t a i n t e c h n i c a l questions 
such as methods of developing n a t i o n a l wood working i n d u s t r i e s ; and the 

/ o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 



E/CN.12/9 
Page 7 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l means best s u i t e d t o a s s i s t Member Governments i n ac h i e v i n g 
these o b j e c t i v e s . 

The Conference recognized t h a t b a s i c to f o r e s t r y development was the 
pr e p a r a t i o n by Governments of plans f o r such development. The Conference 
agreed t h a t f o l l o w i n g the p r e p a r a t i o n of such plans by Member Governments, 
a second F o r e s t r y and F o r e s t Products Conference be h e l d i n L a t i n America 
i n I95O t o consider these plans and methods of t h e i r implementation. The 
Conference recommended th a t FAO c a l l t h i s conference. 

With respect to the problem of the establishment by Governments of 
f o r e s t r y s e r v i c e s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r having regard t o the p r i n c i p a l o b s t a c l e 
t h e r e t o , namely shortage of t r a i n e d t e c h n i c a l personnel, the Conference made 
a number of recommendations. One of these requests t h a t FAO advise the 
competent agencies of i t s Member Governments on measures f o r securing 
t e c h n i c a l personnel who might include q u a l i f i e d p r o f e s s i o n a l and s p e c i a l i z e d 
workers from the ranks of d i s p l a c e d persons wishing t o e s t a b l i s h themselves 
permanently i n L a t i n America. 

The Conference i n i t s c o n s i d e r a t i o n of c e r t a i n t e c h n i c a l problems 
i n v o l v e d i n the development of f o r e s t i n d u s t r i e s gave p a r t i c u l a r a t t e n t i o n 
t o means of i n i t i a t i n g b e t t e r i n d u s t r i a l p r a c t i c e s ; newer methods such as 
the i n t e g r a t i o n of f o r e s t i n d u s t r i e s ; and the i m p l i c a t i o n s of such 
a c t i v i t i e s , i . e . those of high p r i c e l e v e l s and f i n a n c e . 

The Conference i n r e c o g n i z i n g the need, f»r continued and increased 
a s s i s t a n c e from i n t e r n a t i o n a l t e c h n i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , and i n p a r t i c u l a r 
FAO, recommended that a Latin-American F o r e s t r y and F o r e s t Products Working 
Group, composed of t e c h n i c a l o f f i c e r s , be e s t a b l i s h e d t o a s s i s t Member 
Governments i n c a r r y i n g out n a t i o n a l plans of development. I n order to 
a s s i s t the working group and to insure t h a t i t s work i s made a v a i l a b l e t o 
and implemented by Governments, the Conference f u r t h e r recommended t h a t an 
ad v i s o r y body c o n s i s t i n g of t e c h n i c a l delegates of a l l Latin-American 
c o u n t r i e s meeting at r e g u l a r i n t e r v a l s should be created as the L a t i n 
American F o r e s t r y and F o r e s t Froducts Commission. 

The Latin-American Conference on F o r e s t r y and For e s t Froducts 
f o l l o w e d a p a t t e r n p r e v i o u s l y e s t a b l i s h e d i n other r e g i o n s . F o l l o w i n g 
extensive preparatory work i n the r e g i o n by FAO s t a f f members, the 
Conference l a i d the groundwork f o r f u t u r e r e g i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s and 
recommended the establishment of the type of o r g a n i z a t i o n best s u i t e d 
t o a s s i s t member Governments i n c a r r y i n g out the recommendations of the 
r e g i o n a l Conference. 

Annual FAQ Programme Beview; The.Preparatory Commission on World Food 
Problems which met i n Washington (October 19^6-January 19^7) recommended th a t 
the Conference of FAO be the p r i n c i p a l forum f o r a review by a l l the Member 
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Nations of FAO to consider the r e p o r t s of the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l and the World 
Food C o u n c i l . The proposals of the Preparatory Commission were f o r m a l l y 
accepted by the FAO Conference at Geneva i n 19^7 and since then the C o u n c i l 
of FAO and i t s P o l i c y Committee on Production and D i s t r i b u t i o n have 
endeavoured to examine i n d e t a i l how to conduct the review of the world 
food and a g r i c u l t u r e s i t u a t i o n . This review would be of great i n t e r e s t 
t o the countries taken i n d i v i d u a l l y and a l s o to the regi o n s . I t w i l l be 
of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t to L a t i n America, f o r i n the f i e l d of food and 
a g r i c u l t u r e L a t i n America i s one of the regions of the world which has the 
greatest p o s s i b i l i t i e s of i n c r e a s i n g output of food as w e l l as of f o r e s t 
products and f i s h . As a consequence of the war great changes have taken 
place i n the production, f o r e i g n trade and consumption of a g r i c u l t u r a l 
products and i t seems e s s e n t i a l at t h i s stage t h a t the c o u n t r i e s of L a t i n 
America who have undergone such serious changes should be cognizant of 
the trends of production and d i s t r i b u t i o n i n t h e i r regions and i n the world. 

So as to make that p i c t u r e and a c t i n g c»i the d i r e c t i v e s set up i n the 
rep o r t s of the C o u n c i l of FAO and i t s P o l i c y Committee on Production and 
D i s t r i b u t i o n , the s t a f f of the Orga n i z a t i o n i s working on a s e r i e s of 
p r o j e c t s through gathering i n f o r m a t i o n from Member Countries and a n a l y z i n g 
i n d i v i d u a l country plans by r e g i o n s . A synthesis of r e g i o n a l analyses w i l l 
be made, the purpose of which w i l l be mainly: 

(1) To make a comprehensive review of the plans of the governments 
and t h e i r implementation so th a t the Member Countries may p r o f i t 
from each other's experience. 
(2) To determine the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the plans and programmes 
of d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s w i t h i n a re g i o n so as t o enable governments to 
reconsider t h e i r p o l i c i e s i n the l i g h t of the determined r e l a t i o n s h i p . 
(3) To h i g h l i g h t the problems t h a t n e c e s s i t a t e c o l l e c t i v e a c t i o n on a 
r e g i o n a l and on a world b a s i s so th a t the Conference may make the 
necessary recommendations. 
The gathei'ing Of comprehensive economic data i s , of course, a 

p r e r e q u i s i t e to t h i s work. I t i s a d i f f i c u l t task but one of p a r t i c u l a r 
importance f o r Latin-American c o u n t r i e s . As has been p o i n t e d out by the 
ad hoc Committee on the Establishment of an Economic Commission f o r L a t i n 
America, comprehensive s t a t i s t i c s and economic data are scarce i n the r e g i o n . 
Every e f f o r t i s being made to obt a i n a l l a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n , and upon 
request of Member Countries the Orga n i z a t i o n has been able t o supply l i m i t e d 
t e c h n i c a l a s s i s t a n c e to the countries to help them i n c o l l e c t i n g economic 
and s t a t i s t i c a l data and to advise them on the o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e i r 
s t a t i s t i c a l s e r v i c e s . 

/The 1950 
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The 195O World Census of A g r i c u l t u r e : B a s i c to planning by Governments 
t o increase a g r i c u l t u r a l production i s the e v a l u a t i o n of current resources. 
In order t o a s s i s t Member Governments i n o b t a i n i n g the b a s i c data f o r such 
an e v a l u a t i o n , the delegates to the F i r s t Annual Conference of FAO i n 19^5 

i n s t r u c t e d the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l t o study the problems i n v o l v e d i n promoting 
a World Census of A g r i c u l t u r e i n 1950 and to r e p o r t at the subsequent 
Conference. At the Second Annual FAO Conference i n Copenhagen i n 19^6, 

i t was agreed t h a t the work of the 1950 World Census of A g r i c u l t u r e should 
become one of the e a r l y a c t i v i t i e s of the Organization. 

I n consequence of t h i s recommendation an ad hoc working p a r t y of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l experts met i n Washington t o advise on a minimum census 
programme f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n by a l l governments. This programme, which 
was t r a n s m i t t e d t o governments i n January 19̂ 7> was i n agreement w i t h a 
r e s o l u t i o n of the T h i r d Inter-American Conference on A g r i c u l t u r e h e l d i n 
Caracas, Venezuela i n J u l y and August 19 -̂5, which recommended to the 
American Nations a r e g u l a r census of a g r i c u l t u r e and l i v e s t o c k . The 195C 

Programme, from i t s i n c e p t i o n , has f u r t h e r been developed i n c l o s e 
co-operation w i t h the Inter-American S t a t i s t i c a l I n s t i t u t e . 

The census programme, i n a d d i t i o n t o being submitted t o governments f o r 
t h e i r c r i t i c i s m , was a l s o submitted f o r the same purpose t o s t a t i s t i c i a n s 
and t e c h n i c i a n s i n a l l p a r t s of the world, I n March 19^7? European 
governments were i n v i t e d to send t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to Rome t o consider 
the census programme i n d e t a i l . I n September 19^7 a s i m i l a r meeting of the 
Governments of the Americas was h e l d i n Washington i n conjunction w i t h the 
meetings c a l l e d by the Inter-American S t a t i s t i c a l I n s t i t u t e to consider the 
proposed 1950 Census of the Americas. F u r t h e r , a Conference of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of Governments a d m i n i s t e r i n g non-self-governing areas was c a l l e d i n London 
l a t e i n 19^7-

Three t e c h n i c a l o f f i c e r s , one f o r L a t i n America, one f o r the Far East 
and one f o r Europe have consulted w i t h governments and a s s i s t e d i n f u r t h e r i n g 
the programme f o r a 1950 Census of A g r i c u l t u r e . I n some in s t a n c e s , t h i s 
has meant a s s i s t a n c e i n developing l e g i s l a t i o n , budgets, and plans f o r 
s t a f f o r g a n i z a t i o n t o c a r r y out a census, and i n a l l cases has i n v o l v e d 
c o n s u l t a t i o n on schedules and t a b u l a t i o n plans i n order to ensure 
c o m p a r a b i l i t y . The t e c h n i c a l o f f i c e r s w i l l a l s o advise Governments on 
request on the improvement of t h e i r methods of c o l l e c t i n g and o r g a n i z i n g 
t h e i r a g r i c u l t u r e s t a t i s t i c s . 

I t i s proposed i n L a t i n America to take the a g r i c u l t u r a l and the 
p o p u l a t i o n censuses simultaneously. Up t o the present, s i x t e e n Governments 
i n L a t i n America have i n d i c a t e d t h a t they expect t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 1950 

Census of A g r i c u l t u r e . , 
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Adéquatply t r a i n e d personnel i s v i t a l t o the s u c c e s s f u l conduct of any 
census programme. The need vas recognized by the T h i r d Session of the 
Annual Conference. A c c o r d i n g l y , i n response to a request from Member 
Governments i n the Near East, a T r a i n i n g Softool f o r A g r i c u l t u r a l S t a t i s t i c s 
was e s t a b l i s h e d i n February i n Baghdad, to provide a three months course. 
A t o t a l of f o r t y t r a i n e e s were sent by the Member Governments of the r e g i o n 
t o the school. 

The T r a i n i n g Centre f o r A g r i c u l t u r a l S t a t i s t i c s : Mexico C i t y . 
P r e l i m i n a r y discussions have been h e l d w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
Government of Mexico l o o k i n g toward the establishment of the f i r s t T r a i n i n g 
Centre f o r S t a t i s t i c s i n L a t i n America. The t r a i n i n g courses, which w i l l 
be a v a i l a b l e to t r a i n e e s sent by the Member Governments of the r e g i o n , w i l l 
be conducted i n Spanish and w i l l extend over a minimum p e r i o d of four 
months. The work w i l l cover p r e p a r a t i o n f o r the 1950 census of a g r i c u l t u r e , 
current a g r i c u l t u r e s t a t i s t i c s and general census a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I t i s 
hoped t h a t the Centre w i l l open i n e a r l y summer of t h i s current year. 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of the Hylean Amazon: FAO was represented at the 
Conference of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n s t i t u t e of the Hylean Amazon, c a l l e d by 
UNESCO and the B r a z i l i a n Government i n August of I9V7, at which a p r e l i m i n a r y 
programme of work f o r the I n s t i t u t e was prepared. FAO was a l s o represented 
at the Second Conference of UNESCO i n Mexico i n November, when UNESCO 
r e s o l v e d t o help support the I n s t i t u t e during i t s f i r s t year, and FAO has 
co n t r i b u t e d t o the C o n s t i t u t i v e Conference of the I n s t i t u t e , h e l d at 
I q u i t o s , Peru, i n May 19^8, a statement on the ass i s t a n c e which FAO might 
make a v a i l a b l e on a g r i c u l t u r a l research designed to discover proper 
techniques f o r permanent u t i l i z a t i o n of f o r e s t s o i l s i n the Amazon B a s i n . 

T e c h n i c a l P u b l i c a t i o n s ; C l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the d i r e c t p r o v i s i o n 
of t e c h n i c a l assistance to Member Governments i s the assembly of b a s i c 
i n f o r m a t i o n . FAO has r e c e n t l y p u b l i s h e d three t e c h n i c a l studies which 
may be of p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t to i t s Member Countries i n L a t i n America, 
namely, Breeding L i v e s t o c k s Adapted to Unfavourable Environments; 
P r e s e r v a t i o n of Grains i n Storage; and S o i l Conservation: an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Study. These p u b l i c a t i o n s are c u r r s n t l y being t r a n s l a t e d i n t o Spanish. 

Conclusion: FAO a c t i v i t i e s l i s t e d i n the preceding pages of t h i s 
r e p o r t oannot be regarded as a l l i n c l u s i v e . At i t s Second Session i n 
A p r i l , the C o u n c i l of FAO, having regard to the p o t e n t i a l importance of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l production i n L a t i n .-anerlca to the world food economy, 
approved the establishment of an ad hoc committee, comprising the 
rep r e s e n t a t i v e s of B r a z i l , C h i l e , Cuba and Mexico to a s s i s t the 
Dire c t o r - G e n e r a l i n framing the programme of FAO i n L a t i n America. In 

p a r t A.ular, 
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p a r t i c u l a r , t h i s ad hoc committee, i n c o n s u l t a t i o n w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
of the Member Countries of L a t i n America, w i l l advise the D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l 
on the a d v i s a b i l i t y of c a l l i n g a Regional Conference on problems of 
a g r i c u l t u r a l production and d i s t r i b u t i o n . 

An FAO programme t o increase a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n , as w e l l as i t s 
programmes of s p e c i f i c t e c h n i c a l a c t i v i t y designed to serve t h a t end, 
are now being evolved. The manner of th a t e v o l u t i o n w i l l , of course, bear 
r e l a t i o n t o the programme developed by the Economic Commission f o r 
L a t i n America. 
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