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This Meeting will likewise be one of experts designated by Goveroments,
and will be concerned with assessing the nature of the problem in v=arious
parts of the reglon and endeavouring to determine the most practicable imeans
of dealing with it on a mational and international basis.

FAO Mission to Venezuela: A result of the interest stimulated by the
visit of the Director-General of FAO to Venezuels and other Member Government.

in Latin America in the spring of 1947 was the Venezuela Development

Corporation, on behalf of the Government of Venezuela, requesting FAO to
edvise the Corporation on certain technical matters, one of which was "the

1

production of edible oils from wild oil-bearing seeds." The Government
of Venezuela agreed to pay the cost of this techknical service.

In Januery 1948 members of the FAQ Mission to that country arrived
in Caraces to conduct the following Investigations:

(1) To study the wild oll-bearing plants of the whole country

with & view toward their peossible Industrial utilization.

(2) To recommend the cultivation of these oil-bearing plants

which in the judgment of the Mission are best suited to the

conditions of the country.

(3) To visit the existing factories in order to make recommendations

for lmproving methods at present in use and equipment svailable.

The Mission surveyed areas of wild oil-bearing palms including those
of the Oroncecc River from Delte Amacurc to Puerto Ayacucho, the entire Lege
de Merscaibo area to the Colombian border, the area from Barquisimeto to
Tucacas and Puerto (Cabelle, ell coastal areas and the Llanos in several
localities. The areas were studied by aerial reconnaicance supplemented
by aerial photographs. Ground surveys were made by jeep and boat, and
collections of the various oil-bearing palms were made and subseguently
subjected to chemical analysis end exact botanical identification.

The second phase of the Miesion, nemely, an investigation as to
whether the oil palms now cultivated were the most suitable varleties,
began in February. The Migsion further studied the methods and equipment
used in processing oil seeds in existing factories in order to make
reconmendations on their possible improvement.

The Mission is currently preparing its Report for the Government of
Venezuela.,

FAO Nutrition Conference:; FAQ 1s convening a technical conference in

Latin Americs of nutrition experts in accord with the reccmwendaticn of its
Third Annual Conference. By courtesy of the Govermnment of Uruguay, this
meeting will be held in Montevideo from 18 to 28 July 1948,
The agenda of the Conference to be held in Montevideo corresponds
closely with that of the Nutrition Conference in Baguio, the Philippines,
/in March
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in March of this current year. The Montevideo Canference will be concerned,
as was the Baguio Conference, with an assessment of those immediate
probl.uas, peculiar to the region and its component parts, which present
cpportunity for speedy end practical action.

The provlisional agenda of the Montevideo Nutrition Conference is as

follows:

] = Nature and extent of problems of nutrition in Latin Americs.

Under this head special attention may be given to the following:

() Problems in particular areas in which under- and malnutrition
are specially serious.

(b) Geps in existing knowledge about dietary habits, state of
nutrition and the prevalence of deficiency disease, the ways
and means of filling such gaps: In this connection the
training of personnel to undertake nutrition research may be
considered.

(¢) The nutritive value of foods consumed in Latin America. What
further research is required in this field?

21 Practical measures for improving nutritions
(a) The development and orientation of agriculture to provide

better diets.

(b) School feeding programmes and the feeding of other vulnerable
groups.

(¢) Education of the public in nutrition.

(d) The improvement of nutrition in selected "demonstration areas
by programmes calling for the co-operation of experts in
different fields, e.g. nutrition, sgriculture, animal
husbandry, fisheries, sociology, cultural anthropology and
home management.

(e} Food conservation and preservation by which waste can be
avoided, existing supplies of food extended and their
nutritive value conserved.

{f) Personnel trained in nutrition needed for developing
practical programmes.

3. The establishment of national nutritiocn organizations or
committees and their progremme and functions.

b, Consideraticn of the need for establishing a regional committee
in Latin America, associated with international and
inter-governmental organizations concerned with different aspects
of the problem.

/Under
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Under Item (4) above, it is anticipated that the Conference will
recommend periodic meetings of a regional nutrition committee for Latin
America, parallel to the periodic nutrition meeting for South Kast Asin
recommended by the Baguio Conference. The purpose of such a committee
would be (a) to provide means for a discussion of problems of common
interest to the various countries of the region so that information may
be pooled and nutrition work in the region co-ordinated; (b) to review -
the development of national nutrition progremmes and the programme of -
a regional FAO orgenization in this field, and (c¢) to advise the countries
of the region on nutrition questicns through & regional FAO organizetion.

Regional Fisheries Council: In accordance with the recommendations of

its Third Annual Conference, FAO is organizing regional councils for the
investigation, development and proper utilization of living aquatic
resources in those regions of the world not now served by similar bodies.
The Conference recommended that special consideration be given to certain
regions, including Latin America.

In February a Fisheries Meeting was convened in Baguio, the Philippines,
to consider the establishment of a Regional Fisheries Council. The
Governments of Burma, China, France, India, the Netherlands, the Philippine
Republic and the United States were represented at this meeting and
recommended that an Indo-Pacific Fisheries Council be established. The
recommendation was approved by the Council of FAO at its Second Session in
April. The Indo-Pacific Fisheries Council will come into existence upon
the acceptance by five nations of the Agreement drafted at Baguio. The
Council will be serviced by the FAO Regional Office. The specific
functions of the Indo-Pacific Council will be:

(a) To formulate the oceanographical, biological and other

technical aspects of the problems of development and proper

utilization of living aguatic resources;

(b) To encourage snd co-ordinate research and the application

of improved methods in every day practice.

(c) To assemble, publish or otherwise disseminate oceanographical,

viclogical end other technicael information relating to living

agquatic resources;

(d) To recommend to member Goverrments such national or co-operative

research and development projects as may appear necessary or

desirable to fill gaps in such knowledge;

(e) To underteke, where appropriate, co-operative research and

development projects directed to this end;

/(£) To propose,



e propose, and where necessary to adopt, measuras to bring

about the standardization of scientific equipment, techniques

and nomenclatures;

(g} To extend its good offices in assisting member Governments

to secure essential materials and equipment;

(h) To report upon such questions relating to oceancgraphical,

biclogical and other technical problems as may be reccrmended

to it by member Govermments or by the Food and Agriculture

Organizaticn or the United Nations and other international,

naticnal or private organizations, with related interestis;

(i) To report annually to the Conference of the Food and Agriculture

Crganization of the United Nations upon its activities, for the

information of the Conference; and to make such other reports to

the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations con

matters falling within the competence of the Council as may seem

to 1t necessary and deslrable,

In accord with the express degire of Member Governments FAO is planning
the early establishment of fisherles councils similar to the Indo-Pacific
Council to serve in the Latin-American regicn.

Scme Latin-American countries are only beginning to develop fisheries.
It is believed that their resources are substantial. In recent years large
investments have been made in shore installation= and vessels both by
indigencus and foreign capital, and there is every indication that thers will
be considerable further expansion in the near future.

The orgenization of regional councils for Latin America holds a high
priority in FAQ's projected activities, and is held to be particularly
important and timely because of the recent developments of fisheriles cn a
large scale. This would be an opportune time therefore for the Gevernments
of the region to evaluate co-operatively their fisheries rescurces and to
lay plane for their development and conservation.

Latin-American Forestry and Forest Products Conference: The first

Latin-Anmerican Forestiry and Forest Products Cconference wes held in
Teresopolis in the State of Ric de Janeiro, Brazil from 19 to 30 April 1948,
The Brazilian Govermment acted as host to representatives of the
Letin-American Republics and to representatives of those countrles who had
elther commercial or territorial interssts in Letin America.

The Corference arrived at decisians on four main questions, nemely, the
preperation by Member Governments of national plans for forestry development;
the establishment of national foresiry services with an emphasis on means
of overcoming the lack of skilled technicians; certain techrnical questions
such as methods of developing naticnal wcod working industries; and ths

/organizational
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organizetional means best suited tc assist Member Governments in achieving
these objectives.

The Conference recognized that basic to forestry development was the
preparation by Governments of plans for such development. The Conference
agreed that follcwing the preparation of such plans by Member Governments,
2 second Forestry and Feorest Froducts Conference be held in Latin America
In 1950 to consider these plans and methods of their implementation. The
Conference recommended that FAO call this conference.

With respect to the problem of the establishment by Governments of
forestry services, and in particular having regard to the principasl obstacle
thereto, namely shortage of trained technical personnel, the Conference made
a number of recormendations. One of these requests that FAO advise the
competent agencles of its Member Governments on measures for securing
technical persornel who might include qualified professional and specialized
workers from the ranks of displaced perscns wishing tc establish themselves
permanently in Latin America.

The Conference in its consideration of certain technical problems
involved in the develcpment of forest industries gave particular attention
to means of initiating better industrial practices; newer methods such as
the integration of forest industries; and the implications of such
activities, i.e. those of high price levels and finance.

The Couference in recognizing the need fer continued and increased
asglstance from internstional technical organizations, gnd in particular
PAQO, recommended that a Latin-Americen Forestry end Forest Products Working
Group, composed of technical officers, be established tc assist Member
Governrents in carrying out national plans. of development. In order to
assist the working group and to insure that its work is made available to
and implemented by Governments, the Conference further recommended that an
advisory body consisting of technical delegates of all Latin-American
countries meeting at regular intervels should be created as the Latin
American Forestry and Forest Froducts Commission.

The Latin-American Conference on Forestry and Forest Products
followed a pattern previously established in other regions. Tollowing
extensive preparatory work in the region by FAO staff members, the
Conference laid the groundwork for future regional activities and
recommended the establiskment of the type of organization best suited
to assist member Governments in carrying out the recommendations of the
regional Conference.

Annual FAQ Programme Review: The.Preperatory Commissicn on World Food
Problems which met in Washington (October 1946-January 1947) recommended that
the Conference of FAQ be the principal forum for a review by all the Member

/Nations
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Nations of FAC to consider the reports of the Director-Generel und the World
Food Council. The proposals of the Freparatory Commission were formally
accepted by the FAO Conference at Genevae in 1947 and since then the Council
of FAQ and its P>licy Committee on Production and Distribution have
endeavoured to examine ir detail how to conduct the review of the world
food and agriculture gituation. This review would be of great interest

to the countries taken individually and also to the regions. It will hbe

of particular interest to Latin fmerica, for in the field of food and
agriculture Latin America is one of the regions of the world which has the
greatest possibilities of increasing output of food as well as of forest
products and fish. As a consequence of the war great changes have taken
place in the production, foreign trade and consumption of agricultural
products and it seems essentiasl at this stage that the countries of Latin
America who have undergone such serious changes should be cognizant of

the trends of production and distribution in their regions and in the world.

S0 a5 to meke that picture end acting or the directives set up in the
reports of the Council of FPAO and its Policy Committee on Production and
Distribution, the staff of the Organization 1§ working on & series of
projecte through gathering information from Member Countries and enalyzing
individusl country plans by regicns. A synthesis of regicnel analyses will
be made, the purpose of which will be mainly:

(1) To make a comprehensive review of the plans of the governments

and their implementaltion so that the Member Countries may profit

from each other's experience.

(2) To determine the relaticnship between the plans and programmes

of different countries within & region sc as to enable govermments to

reconsider their policies in the light of the determined relationship.

(3) To highlight the problems that necessitate collective action on a

regional and on a world basis so that the Conference may make the

necessary recommendations.

The gathering of comprehensive economic deta is, of course, a
prereguisite to this work. It is a difficult task but one of particular
importance for Latin-American couniries. As has been pointed out by the
ad hoc Committee on the Establishment of an Eccnomic Commission for Latin
America, comprehensive statistics and economic data are scarce in the region.
Every effort is being made to obiain &ll available information, and upon
request of Member Countries the Organizetion has been able to supply limited
technical assistance to the countries to help them in collecting economic
and statistical data and to advise them on the organizaetion of their
statigtical services.

/The 1950
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The 1950 World Census of Agriculture: Basic to planning by Governments

to increase agricultural production is the evaluation of current resources.
In order to assist Member Governments in obtaining the basic data for such
an evaluation, the delegates to the First Annual Conference of FAQ in 1945
instructed the Director-General to study the problems involved in promoting
a World Census of Agriculture in 1950 and to report at the subsequent
Conference. At the Second Annual FAQ Conference in Copenhagen in 1946,

it was agreed that the work of the 1950 World Census of Agriculture should
become one of the early activities of the Organization.

In consequence of this recommendation an ad hoc working party of
internaticnal experts met in Washington to advise on a minimum census
programme for consideration by all governments. This programme, which
was transmitted to govermments in January 1947, was in agreement with a
resolution of the Third Inter-American Conference on Agriculture held in
Caracas, Venezuela in July and August 1945, which reccmmendsd to the
American Nations a regular census of agriculture and livestock. The 195C
Prograwme, from its inception, has further been developed in close
cc-cperation with the Inter-American Statistical Institute.

The census programme, in addition to being submitted to governments for
their criticism, was alsc submitted for the same purpose to statisticians
and technicians in all parts of the world, In March 1947, European
governuments were invited to send their representatives to Rome to consider
the census progremme in detail. In September 1947 a similar meeting of the
Governments of the Americas was held in Weshington in conjunction with the
meetings called by the Inter-Americen Statistical Institute to consider the
proposed 1950 Census of the Americas. Turther, a Conference of representatives
of Governments administering non-self-governing arcas was called in London
late in 1947.

Three technical officers, one for Latin America, one for the Far East
and one for Europe have consulted with governments and assisted in furthering
the programme for a 1950 Census of Agriculture. In some instances, this
has meant assistance in developing legislation, budgets, and plans for
stalff crganization to carry ocut a census, and in all cases has involved
consultation on schedules and tabulation plans in order to ensure
comparability. The technical officers will also advise Governments on
request on the improvement of their methods of collecting and organizing
their agriculture statistics.

It is proposed in Latin America to take the agricultural and the
population censuses simultaneously. Up to the present, sixteen Governments
in Letin America have indicated that they expect to participate in the 1950

Census of Agriculture. ; .
I :....r.'.-ﬂ;:p
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Adequately trained personnel is vital to the successful cenduct of any
census programme. The need was recognized by the Third Sessicn of the
Annual Conference. Accordingly, in response to a request fren Member
Governments in the Near Fast, a Training Soficol for Agricultural Statistics
was established in February in Baghdad, to provide a three months course.

A total of furty trainees were sent by the Member Governments of the region
to the school.

The Training Centre for Agricultural Statistics: Mexico City.

Freliminery discussions have been held with representatives of the
Government of Mexico looking toward the establishment of the flrst Training
Centre for Statistics in Latin America., The training courses, which will
be avallesble to trainees sent by the Member Governments of the region, will
be conducted in Spanish and will extend over & minimum pericd of four
months. The work will cover preparation for the 1950 census of agriculturs,
current agriculture statistics and general census administration. It is
hoped that the Centre will open in early summer of this current yser.

International Institute of the Hylean Amazon: FAQ was represented at the

Conference of the Internationel Institute of the Hylean Amezon, called by
UNESCO and the Brazilian Governmant in August of 1947, at which a preliminary
programme of work for the Institute was prepared. FAC was also repressented
at the Secend Confersnce of UNESCO in Mexice in November, when UNESCO
resolved to help suppeort the Institute during its first year, and FAOC has
contributed to the Constitutive Couference of ithe Institute, held at

Iquites, Peru, in May 1948, a statement on the assistance which FAO might
meke available on agricultural research designed to discover proper
techniques for permenent utilization of forest soils in the Amazen Basin,

Technical Publications: Closely asscocisted with the direct provisiecn

of technical assistance to Member Governments is the assembly of basic
information. FAQ has recently published three technical studiss which
mey be of particular interest to its Member Countries in Latin America,
nemely, Breeding Livestocks Adapted to Unfavourable Environments;
Preservation of Grains in Storage; and Soil Conservation: an Interngtional
Study. These publications are curcantly being translated into Spanish.
Conclusion: Ti0 activities listed in the preceding pages of this
report eannot be regarded as all inclusive., At its Second Session in
April, the Council of FACQ, having regard to the potential importance ef
agricultural production in Latin -merica to the world fcod sccnomy,
approved the establishment of an ad hoc committee, comprising the
reprasentatives of Brazill, Chile, Cuba and Mexico to assist the
Director-General in framing the prograrme of FAQ in Latin America., In

part@kylar,



‘particuler, thislgg hoc committee, in consultation with representatives

‘on the advisability of calling & Regional Conference on problems of

‘relation to the programme developed by the Economic Cormission for

Latin America.
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of the Member Countries of Latin America, will advise the Director-General

agricultural productinn and distribution.
An FAO programme to increase agricultural production, as well as its
programmes of specific technical activity designed to serve thet end,

are now being evolved. The wanner of that evolution will, of course, hear






